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GOVERNMENT RATIFIES FACT WORKED OUT WITH ATLU 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 11 May 85 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The Cabinet of Antigua 
and Barbuda ratified the 
collective agreement ne- 
gotiated between govern- 
ment officials and the 
ATLU on behalf of all 
non-¢stablished workers 
in the nation of Antigua 
and Barbuda on Wednes- 
day, Ist May. This fol- 
lowed a meeting between 
both parties and the Min- 
ister of Labour along with 
the Labour Commissioner. 


The agreement takes ef- 
fect from the first Sep- 


3298/765 


tember 1984. Al a meet- 
ing held at the Ministry of 
Finance with Comrade 
John St. Luce, the Minis- 
ter of Finance and offi- 
cials of his ministry with 
the ATLU, the Hon. Min- 
ister promised to com- 
mence payment at the new 
rates from the first week 
in June. 


Vacation leave due to 
a large number of CBH 
employees siace during the 
1970's along with a half 
day's pay per week which 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


was taken away from 
workers would be paid to 
those employees entitled 
be ore the end of May. it 
is expected that the “back- 
pay’ which is effective 
from Ist September 1984 
would be paid in two 
instalments, the first one 
before the end of July 
1985. 

Workers expressed satis- 
faction with the efforts of 
the Union to get the con- 
tract completed and an 
effective date set for pay- 
ment of the monies. 





REPORT ON 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 11 May 85 p ] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


DUAL 


Labour Day celebra- 
tions on Monday 6th May 
came off to me, quietly 
The two political parties 
functioning in the State 
held previous meetings 
getting their supporters 
ready for the day. 


Loyally, these sup 
porters dressed in the 
Parties uniform, wended 
their ways to the places 
of assembly 


Ait the West Bus Sta- 
tion members and friends 
gathered and listened to 
the speech of the Hon 
ourable Prime Minister and 
Deputy, then marched to 
the famous Fort James 
where the day was spent 
picmicing, while the Anti- 
gua Workers’- Union mem. 


3298/765 


LABOR DAY CELEBRATIO? 


HELD 6 MAY 


bers led by Mr. Malcolm 
Daniel marched from 
Freedom Hall in Newgate 
Sireet through Market 
Street and on to the ter- 
minal then to their des 
tination at Fryes Bay 


Crowds seemed rather 
small this year, but buses, 
cars, and trucks, were busy 
transporting supporters of 
the ALP from country dis 
tricts, long after the march 
had left for Fort James. So 
these added to the already 
crowds of followers 


In the speeches sup 
porters were reminded of 
thet: loyally, which many 
showed, even not dressed 
m the uniform. Monday 
was indeed a fine sunny 





IPRS-] AM~-B 5-06! 


12 July 


ANTIGUA 


AND B 


day and | am sure all had 
an emoyable time 

As | watched some 
elderly women moving 
graciously to the strains 
of music. | aew that they 
were very happy 

“Cod bless 
Bird™ some said, 
others said the ALP” 
This was enough satis 
faction which they ex 
pressed 

Truthfully, we have 
only to travel abroad then 
we learn of the happiness 
lreedom (may be a but 
too much freedom too) 
Antiguans and Barbudans 
enjoy. May God continue 
to bless this nation, and 
its Beaders to show more 
of our loyalty, we car 
pray for them 


Papa 
while 


1985 


ARBUDA 
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DRUGS ISSUE CONTINUES TO POLARIZE POLITICAL FORCES 
FNM Statement 
Freeport THE FREEPORT NEWS in English 13 May 85 p 3 


[Text] The Free National Movement has totally rejected the proposition by 
PLP Chairman Sean McWeeney that the FNM's decision to 
demonstrate during the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Conference is duc to, ‘Our inability to draw a distinction between 
partisan politics and the national imterest.”’ 

In a press release issucd Saturday the FNM stated, “Mr 
McWeency indulges in rather extravagant language in an effort to 
obscure the truth and gloss over the fact that he does not have a single 
argument which can stand the test of reason. 

“Any PLP politician should studiously avoid lecturing others: 
their alleged inability to distin, aish between partisan politics and ( 


national interest. lt is pure partisan politics laced with personal greed 
for money and power which has discredited the PLP Government and 
brought shame and disgrace on th egood name of The Bahamas. ht is 
because of this greed that PLP Leaders refuse to step down but choose 
instead to stay in power stuffing themselves and dragging the country 
down with them 


Mr. McWeeney says the FNM is ‘the laughing stock of the pubtic 
domain” but his vision and his hearing are seriously impaired There is, 
in fact, very little laughing in the public domain these days and a whole 
lot of anger and outrage at an incredibily corrupt Government and « 
seriously compromised Prime Minister who refuses to go.. 

**Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling and his PLP Government have 
been discredited in the cyes of the Bahamian people — including 
honest PLPs and in the eyes of the outside worid 


"Mr. McWeeney, being as close as he is, must know this better than 
those who merely stand in shock and amazement as the confessions 
and revelations of rottenness emanate from his PLP Government. 

‘No indeed, the public is not at all amused and least of al! deceived 
by Mr. McWeency's pronouncements as he rides to the defence of 2 
corrupt organization and its leaders, some of whom would seem more 
properly placed in jail than in government 


“ht has been truly said that wonders never cease and Mr 
McWeeney has given cause for great wonderment as he declares that 
the Commonwealth of the Bahamas includes all of us whether PLP, 
FNM or otherwise! When did this profound revelation penctrate the 
murky recesses of the PLP mentality? When did Ms become 
Bahamians in the sight of the PLP lords and masters’ 











“Not w n Mr. McWeency gocs on ZNS Radwo and Televiseon to 
at.ack the FNM for a posture about which ZNS has not informed the 
public in ‘he first place. Since Mr. McWeency has been sucked into the 
center of the PLP vortex perhaps the capericnce has left hin giddy 


cnough to upset his sense of fairy 


ay 


What about ‘hat list of talents the Prime Minister ordered to be 
Graws' up so caly PLP’s would get jobs? Was Mr. McWeency 
someahere in te convention audicnce bean ing at the ecnius of a 
leader who announced discrimination against FNMs as public policy? 
Including Judy mac Lewis who hails from his own Constituency of 


Ky mp s Bav’ No-one heard him «av not faer'’ 


What about the solemn procian ation by Cabinet Minister Philip 
Bethel that “God gave this land to the PLP? Did Mr. McWeency's heart 
leap with joy at the glad tidings that God did not include FNMs when 
he madc a gift of this Commonwealth? No-one heard him cry out 


‘PNMs ton!’ , 
And au hit athvul tre NM s if +? Fan sty I,lands iishe 2 ust Pre ra) 
ve he ar arth ireniyvy acmcd ? sto make a Inning for tho meclves 
And the huinbic peopic (as m Kemp's Bay) « ho ect fired from then 
Governme= hs for howing the pecultar poten that FNMs have the 
frecdor epPport 1! ry fariy of wace ” 
Mr Weency 's talk of patriotnum and national pride has a rather 


dull and sour ring in the ec 7s of thoec Bahannans who are members 
and supporters of th Free National Movement. They can sce gure well 
thal Mr McWeeney ™% a vectom i ¢ tare discanx {} YDOCTIS, and 
double standards which has infected rx of the PLP Icadership 

“Wein the FNM know what patriotism and national pride is al! about 
This is why we state again as clearly as we can that we will 
demonstrate as long as this country ts in the clutches of a Government 
which has long since lost the moral right to govern 

"We want the world to know that the low-down standards of Lyndcr 
Pindiing and his Government are not the standards the Bahamian 
people cxapect in the conduct of their business; that we as a people 
know the difference between right and wrong, between lies and truth 
and between high idcals and base motivations. We sugeecst that Mr 
McWeeney re-educate himself so that he w'!l alsp be able te make 
these vital distinctions. Then maybe he will finda few PLP flags & 
burn 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 May 85 p ! 


[Text] PRIME Minister Sir Lynden Pindling, attending a Caribbean Development 
Bank meeting in Barbados, admitted that the Commission of Inquiry had atfected 
him, but thought that the situation was now “approaching normalcy.” 


Reudon Eversley of CANA, who interviewed Sir Lynden in Bridgetown where the 


annual board of Governors of 


had affected him personally. 


CDB was meeting, asked him how the drug scandal 


“It has affected me politically, mainly in...that it has given the Opposition 
an opportunity to challenge me personally and the Government in a way that it 


never has before,” he said. "I think they are on the tail-end because the 
situation is approaching normalcy. 











“It'll probably take a few more months before it does, but I think they wi 
have reached their peak and what they thought was an excellent wicket will 
turn out to be very wet ground,” he said. 


The Prime Minister said he believed the Bahamas was ming out of the ‘state 
of shock” caused by the Commission report, which made accusations against tw 
of his Cabinet ministers, an MP and several other government officials. The 
Commission found that former Youth Minister Kendal Nottage, whether he knew 
it or not, had fronted for a Mafia figure, and former Agriculture Minister 
George Smith had accepted drug-related pay offs. Both men resiened from the 
Cabinet, but remained in the House. 


Sir Lynden said now that the drug problem had been highlighted he hoved it 
would result in the Bahamas coming up with the “most effective means of con- 
trol and rehabilitation anywhere in the region.” 


He said he did not intend to call early elections as demanded by political 
opponents, since the situation did not warrant such a move. 


He said that drug trafficking continued to be a serious problem, but Bahamas 
authorities in collaboration with their US counterparts were making more this 
year than last year. 


He said that one of their major successes took place a month ago when 100 

smugglers were arrested and tens of miilions of dollars in drugs confiscated 
during a joint two-week operation across the island chain. He said an exten- 
sive radar surveillance scheme to fight drug trafficking will bt 


be in place Ir. 
two vears time for the /50 mile stretch of the Bahama islands. 


He said it will form part of intensified joint efforts by the Bahamas and the 
United States to crack the multi-billin dollars narcotics racket in the area. 


He said the net will cover the area from south Georgia to as far as Haiti, 
including Cuba, and should “substantially and sienificantiv” increase the capa- 
bility of the Bahamas to detect and intercept boats and light aircraft using 
its territory to ferry cocaine and marijuana to the United States. 


"We would be able to pick up any boat or aircraft penetrating that area from 
south or east or west as the case may be and with the improved compunicaticns 
facilities, we would be able to intercept either on the water or in the air,” 
he said. 


On the economy, he said current indications are that 1985 will be the best 
vear for the Bahamas since the oneet of the recession in 1980. 


The country's balance of payments position was improving, money supply and 
employment were growing and tourist arrivals were projected to reach 2.6 mil- 
lion compared vith 2.3 million in 1984, he said. 


He said raising efficiency in the public sector «nd keepins wage increases on 
par with inflation are two areas that will have to be addressed. 








"I don't think we have to start lay-offs and making people redundant or any- 
I think we can reach our objectives by better controlling 
the increases and better coordination of the overall picture," 


thing of that kind. 


"Let us take three departments A, B and C. 
of bodies, instead of allowing B to go out and add bodies, they could be taken 


from A..." 


He said with inflation uown to below five percent from double digit levels a 
“we now have to try and manage our negotiations in such a way 
in wages would bear a better relationship to the real inflation 
further increases can be matched by obvious improvements in 


few years ago, 
that increases 
factor, unless 


productivity." 
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Hanna on U.S. 


[Article by Athena Damiznos] 


[Text ] 


DEPUTY PLP leader Arthur 
Hanna said today he ‘“‘pre 
sumed’’ National Security 
Minister Loftus Roker was 
acting on the Attorney Gener 
al’s advice when he allowed US 
law enforcement agents to 
conduct searcnes in the Bah 
amas. 

Mr Hanna told Parliament 
Friday he wa: of the opinion 
that the Constitution does not 
give police the authority to 
delegate power of search to 
agents of another country. 

His remarks presumably 
arose as the result of “‘Opera 
tion Blue Lightning,”’ the firs 
phase of an ongoing Caribbean 
drug war by US/Bahamian 
agencies. Under the pro 
gramme, Bahamian officers 
were placed on American 
aircraft and boats to authorize 
arrests in the Bahamas. 

“*] presumed that the advice 
be got was from the Attorney 
General. The Attorney Genera! 
advises Government ministries 
on all legal matters, particularly 
on major agreements," Mr 
Hanna said today. 


It could be, he admitted, that 
the Minister acted without the 
advice of the Attorney General 


Department A may have a surplus 


Searches 


**Uniess you are sure of what 
you are doing, no one should 
have embarked on an agreement 
of that nature without secking 
the advice of the Attorney 
General,”* he s. id 

‘it is possib.c that he didn't 
(seck Mr Addtiey’s advice), 
but | presume he .lid."’ 

Mr Hanna warned the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security Friday 
“not to interfere with the 
sovereignty of the Bahamas."’ 

He t the House that he 
had noticed some unusual activ 
ity “‘that has caused me to 
suspect that my country’s sov 
ercignty may be in jeopardy." 

When Mr Roker responded to 
Mr Hanna, he neither con 
firmed nor denied he had been 
acting on the advice of the 
Attorney General by allowing 
US agents to conduct searches 
on Bahamian territory 


Mr Roker told the House he 
had three points to make 

(1) He wanted to assure 
Hubert Ingraham (Cooper's 
Town, PLP) and Milo Butler 
(Pinedale, PLP) that he would 
do whatever he could to assist 
Mr Butler as chairman of a 
Select Committee appointed to 
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He said the Civil Service payroll absorbed 60 percent of Government expendi- 
ture and in any proposed streamlining, the focus will be on increasing pro- 
ductive levels and limiting staff increases. 


he said. 
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investigate the drug problem; 

(2) He ways satisfied that Mr 
Hanp2 was sinc ‘re when he said 
he spoke out of concern for the 
sovereignty of the country and 
that “*] arm no less a Bahamian 
than he is, and”’ 


’ He claimed that Blue Hills 
MP Arthur Foulkes (FNM) 
taught the PLP how to be 
greedy and “‘this is the kind of 
thing that wili lead us to hell. 
This is why people think we 
aren't serious.” 

Mr Hanna said today it 
would be foolish not to take an 
important matter to the At- 
torney General. 

Asked if he felt the current 
matier was important, Mr 
Hanna said he could not make a 
judgment on behalf of another 
minister and there could be 
many reasons why a Minister 
would not want to seek the 
advice of the Attorney General. 

He said, in his view, it is 
quite clear that a US law 
enforcement officer could 
board a Bahamian boat in 
international waters with the 
consent of the Bahamas Gov- 
ernment “but, in Bahamian 
waters, that is something else."’ 

Mr Hanna took the view that 
a US agent could board a 
Bahamian boat in Bahamian 
waters if the captain gave his 
consent. However, he said that 
such consent could not be given 
at gunpoint or if the captain 
were threatened. 

Mr Hanna said the law says 


who a policeman can search and 
when. 

“If 1 can search, ut means 
that nobody else can do it... The 
law does not allow anyone to 
search anyone,”’ he argued. 

Mr Hanna said that the 
Attorney General does not vol- 
unteer advice unless he thinks 
that someone is doing some- 
thing wrong, or might be doing 
something wrong. 

**] don’t want to give the 
impression that | know he (Mr 
Adderley) did (give advice). | 
presume he did. | addressed my 
remarks to the Attoney Gener- 
al, the legal wing of the 
Government. The only person 
who can tell us is cither the 
Attorney General or the 
Mumister of National Security. 
It's not important from my 
standpoint who gave the advice. 
The Minister did not say that he 
gave it on his own,”’ Mr Hanna 
said. 

He said that Mr Addericy’s 
silence on the matter does not 
necessarily mean consent. 

Mr Hanna said his only 
concern is that the Government 
is working within the 
framework of the law. 

**l hope that the Government 
itself doesn't breach the law in 
its attempt to carry out the law. 
That is my only concern,’ he 
said. 

Mr Hanna was of the opinion 
that a Government should not 
breach the law unless - perhaps 
- there is a national emergency 
such as a hurricane or typhoon. 


Isaacs Proposals 
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[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Excerpts] 


THE BAHAMIAN drug pro- 
blem “‘must not be an American 

oblem, solved by Americans” 
if it takes place in our territory, 
Opposition Leader Kendal 
Isaacs told the House of 
Assembly Friday. 

Mr Isaacs was the third 
Member to address the con- 
troversial issue of whether US 
law enforcement should 
be allowed to searches 
in the Bahamas in the wake of 
“Operation Blue Lightning,” 


the first phase of an ongoing 
US/Bahamian war against 
drugs. 

Mr Isaacs also called on 
magistrates and judges to: 

*Take a good look at Section 
261 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code which empowers them to 
seize property - acquired 
through crime - from convicted 
offenders, on behalf of the 
country, and; 

*Invoke the maximum prison 
penalties so that drug traf- 








fickers won't fe 1 they can ‘“‘buy 
their way’’ out of the country. 

Mr Isaacs said it has been 
many years since Section 26] of 
the Criminal Procedure Act had 
been used. He felt that this and 
longer prison .trms might be 
*“‘one spoke in the wheel” to get 
rid of drug traffickers. 

And, on the question of US 
agents operating here, Mr 
Isaacs, a QC, said: ; 

‘It must not be an American 
problem, solved by Americans 
if it takes place in Bahamian 
waters.” 

**We feel that in dealing with 
offences committed in the Bah- 
amas, it is a Bahamian problem 
and it must be a Bahamian 
problem assisted by America.”’ 

Blue Hills MP Arthur 
Foulkes raised the question 
about US drug searches 
Thursday when he told 
Parliament that a Bahamian 
should be ‘‘calling the shots"’ 
during Bahamian operations. 
He said that the activity by US 
agencies might even be against 
the law. At the same time, he 
welcomed the assistance of the 
US Government. 

M: Isaacs said that when 
vovermment does something 
right it, quite rightly, takes the 
credit. . 

‘But, when this scourge is 
upon us, they now want to 
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involve both sides of the nouse 
to consider the problem,”” he 
said. 

He said Government is now 
trying to cover up its failure by 
saying that it is a notional 
problem. Since Government has 
not been able to come up with a 
solution after a decade, it 
should admit that it has [failed 
and go back to the peopie for a 
mandate, he said. 

Mr Isaacs told the House that 
the war against drug trafficking 
has to be tied to a monumental 
effort to stimulate the economy 
and create employment. Too 
many young peple who leave 
school are unable to find jobs 
so they become involved in 
drugs, he told the House. 

Mr Isaacs said that Govern- 
ment has allocated $75 million 
for infrastructure, ‘‘but when it 
comes to drug trafiicking and 
rehabilitation, “t seems Gov 
ernment is going around with its 
hands out and asking fo 
contributions." 

He felt that if Government 
could borrow $75 million for 
public works - and he did not 


object to that - it could borrow 
money to combat the drug 
problem. 


He criticised National Securi 
ty Minister Loftus Roker for 
saying that the FNM are “‘soft 
on the drug issue 


Accusation Against FNM 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 21 May 85 p 10 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] FOREIGN and Tourism Minister Clement Maynard charged in the House 
of Assembly Wednesday afternoon that some admitted drug traffickers seem to 
be "hand in glove" with the top leadership of the official opposition Free 
National Movement. 


The House Leader also declared that the Government has done as much as human- 
ly possible, within the constraints of its limited resources, to bring some 
control over drug trafficking and abuse in the Bahamas. Government, he said, 
has every intention of preventing the trafficking. 


Mr. Maynard was debating a motion moved by Pine Dale MP Milo Butler Jr for 
the appointment cf a select committee to consider drug trafficking, drug 
abuse, drug prevention, drug rehabilitation and all matters connected with it. 
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He said that in every case that he knows about, the Government has never taken 
a single drug trafficker, drug smuggler or drug pusher off the Stop List or 
the Restricted List. 


Mr Maynard said that he has met with US Secretary of State George Shultz and 
Vice President George Bush and discussed matters involving cooperation in the 
war against drug trafficking. 


He said that one of the results of the talks was Operation Blue Lightning, a 
joint effort by the US Coast Guard and Bahamian police in conducting drug 
raids. 


He said the Government supports the Commission Report and some of the recom- 
mendations are already being implemented. 


He noted that some self-confessed drug smugglers are still seeking privileges 
and some admitted drug traffickers are even being looked upon in the country 
as national heroes. 


Mr Maynard said he has observed some of these people walking about. He said 
they seem to be hand in glove with the top leadership of the Official 
Opposition. 


Workers Party Blast at FNM 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 22 May 85 p 1 
[Article by Marcia Bethell] 


[Text] THE OPPOSITION Free National Movement came under attack today from 
the National Polling Commission for failing to deal effectively in removing 
Prime Minister Pindling and his government from power. The Commission called 
on the opposition to "march corruption out of power, NOW!" 


Members of the Polling Commission spent today on Bay Street collecting signa- 
tures for a petition, urging the FNM to take immediate and necessary measures 
to rid the country of the "corrupt PLP." The members intend to march to Mr 
Kendal Isaacs’ Dowdeswell Street law firm and present the FNM leader with the 
petition. 


"By playing a friendly game of cat and mouse with the PLP, you FNM leaders 
have exposed to PLP victimization all of us who answer your calls to rally, 
demonstrate aud march against the PLP,” said a statement issued by the Polling 
Commission today. 


The Commission accused the Opposition of "soft talk and occasional protests," 
in the House of Assembly and claim that many FNM supportets are confused by 
the constant "turning around.” 


"Sometimes you march, most times you don't march. One day you declare that 
Pindling will be interrupted constantly whenever he speaks in the House, the 














next day Pindling speaks without interruption. This minute you will move a 
vote of no-confidence against the Prime Minister, the next minute the vote 

is cancelled. While you are pledging to march and march, you are calling off 
all demonstrations. Before a strategy can be digested by us, your supporters, 
you change the strategy," the Polling Commission charged. 


Answering the charges today the FNM said that despite what the Commission 
says, they do have a programme of action to rid the country of Prime Minister 
Pindling and his government. 


"Some segments of the programme are already in the pipeline, including our 
action before the Supreme Court with regard to the Public Disclosure Act," the 
FNM responded. "It would be improper, however, to comment on that aspect of 
our programme because it is under judicial consideration.” 


The FNM denied the Commission's charge that the no-confidence vote in Parlia- 
ment against the Prime Minister has been cancelled. 


"It has not been moved because the same matters relating to the Public LDis- 
closure Act are a vital part of the resolution but cannot be proceeded with 
until the courts have disposed of it. When this happens then our parliamen- 
tary members will move to have the deleted portions restored to the no-confi- 
dence resolution,” the FNM explained. 


The Opposition further said that it is wrong to say that they have called off 
all demonstrations. 


"What we did was hold off for the time being demonstrations outside the House 
of Assemnly. This was done for two reasons, namely, because the no-confidence 
motion had to be postponed and because we did not want to wear out our loyal 
supporters who have, on every occasion, responded to our call to march and to 
picket." 


The FNM vowed that they will march and demonstrate “again and again" until the 
PLP government steps down. "But we will do so with proper consideration for 
timing these events and fitting them into our overall strategy. Certain other 
details of that strategy cannot, for obvious reasons, be prematurely revealed,” 
the FNM said. 


In their statement the Polling Commission said that they, as FNM supporters, 
“are losing our fervour and have become disappointed with FNM ineffectiveness. 
Whenever a political party, in opposition or in government, fails to do what 
it ought to do there is a serious erosion and corruption of principles.” 


The FNM answered that they understand the frustration felt by their supporters 
and other Bahamians because the Prime Minister refuses to call a general 
election. 


"We have pledged to work unceasingly on all fronts as our human and financial 
resources permit. But we will do so within the terms of the Constitution and 
the law. To go beyond that will be to put our country in grave danger of 
anarchy and emergency rule,” the FNM said. 


10 











JPRS-LAM-85-060 
12 July 1985 


By 3 o'clock this afternoon the Polling Commission, stationed outside Made- 
moiselle since 6am, had collected 150 signatures. They hope to reach their 
goal of 200 by the time the poll closes at 6 pm. 


FNM Response to Pindling 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 22 May 85 » ! 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpt] THE OFFICIAL opposition Free National Movement declared this after- 
noon that Prime Minister Pindling made a “dangerous miscalculation" when in 

au interview in Barbados he told a reporter that the issue of drug-related 

and other forms of corruption will blow over in "a few more months." 


The FNM said in a statemewnt issued today that it seems that as if the Prime 
Minister is “making the same mistake other leaders have made when they have 
become wrapped up in themselves and drunk with power.” 


The statement was in respcnse to an interview CANA correspondent Reudon 
Eversley conducted with the Prime Minister in Bridgstown, Barbados, where he 
was attending a Caribbean Development Bank meeting as Minister of Finance, 
the Cabinet post he assumed in a major reshufle last October. 


During the interview, the Prime Minister admitted that the Commission of In- 
quiry had affected him, but thought that the situation was now “approaching 
normalcy.” 


"Comments attributed to Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling by a CANA corre- 
spondent in Barbados further indicate that Sir Lynden is totally oblivious 
to the feelings of the Bahamian people,” said the FNM statement. 


"Either that or he was trying to fool people in the eastern Caribbean and 
never expected to have his words reach the Bahamas,” the \"4M said. 


"The Prime Minister is making a dangerous miscalculation when he says that 
the issue of drug-related corruption and other formes of corruption wili blow 
over in a ‘few more months,'" the statement said. 


The FNM said: "That will not happen and the FNM will continue to ke_» these 
issues alive and before the Bahamian electorate for as long as it takes to 
convince Sir Lynden that he should call elections or until he runs out of time 
constitutionally." 


The official opposition said that it is hard to believe that after all these 
years in Bahamian politics, the Prime Minister can now make “such an errone- 
ous judgment" about his own people. 


"But it does seem as if he is makine the same mistake other leaders have made 
when they have become wrapped up in themselves and drunk with power,” the FNM 
said. 








“The Bahamian people have always been a peaceful people and inclined to con- 
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duct their politics along civilised and peaceful lines. 


“Nevertheless, there are strong indications that this attitude is fast dissi- 
pating in the face of the outrages the people have had to endure a 


of PLP corruption, neglect and spitefulness. 


"We urge Mr Pindling to think again and to provoke the Bahamian people no 


further,” the FNM statement said. 


Further Attack on FNM 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 May 85 p 1 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text } 


SENATOR Sean McWeency 
National Chairman of the rul- 
ing Progressive Liberal Party, 
expressed great concern 

ednesday night that ‘‘individ- 
uals of influence,” including 
some clergymen, are promoting 
the idea that Bahamians ought 
to be ashamed of the Bahamas. 

He further accused the 
Official Opposition of blatantly 
attempting to undermine the 
national interest and to bring 
external pressure to bear on the 
Bahamas by writing 
ing letters to the US National 
Council of Mayors and the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in 
London. 

Addressing & mini consti- 
oy rally in Fort Charlotte at 
the G Glover Junior High 
School, Senator McWeency also 
declared that the very “subtle 
message” that the Free Nationa! 
Movement was trying to com- 
municate to each of the foreign 
bodies in the letters was that 
they ought not come to the 
Bahamas 


He told the rally that he read 
far too fr in the Press 
statements ly individuals who 
hold prominent positions in’ 
society, who have gone so far as 
to say that they are ashamed of 
their country and that they are, 
by — ashamed to be 


uals having difficulty with a 
y. There's nothing wrong 


eth at. There. is nothing 


wrong with an individual saying 
that he or she cannot subscribe 
to the philosophy, the pro- 
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gramme or the policy of the 
PLP,,”* he said. 

“But to go so far as to 
express a loss of faith and 
confidence in one’s own 
country, it is impossible to sink 
any lower than that,”’ he said 
“It is a matter, as I said, of 
great concern to me, @ matter 
that has caused me a great dca! 
of concern, to find that individ- 
uals of influence in this society 
who are now actively promoting 
the idea that the Bahamas is 
something to be ashamed of ."’ 

“That, | believe, must be 
deplored and condemned ia the 
strongest possible terms,"’ Sen 
McW said. 

He that this attitude is 
best A+ by the leader- 
ship of the FNM, ‘which thinks 
nothing of trying to undermine 
the economy of this 
writing letters off to eaideah 
in forei lands aimed at 
discour them from —e 
to the Bahamas, aimed 
\discouraging them from Sen. 
ling business to the Bahamas."’ 

**The most recent example of 
this was furnished by the 
Leader of the Opposition 
himself who was even so bold as 
to publish in the local newspa- 
pers letters which he had written 
to the National Council of 
Mayors and t the Com- 
monwealth Secretariat, in each 
of which he went to very great 

to set forth his political 
case,”’ he said. 

“There is no doult in my 
mind that the very subtle 
message that he was trying to 
communicate to cach of t 








foreign bodies was that they 
Ought not to come to the 
Bahamas,"’ Sen on 
declared. 

He said that first of all, he 
does not know what business 


only persons who have any say 
in politics in the Bahamas are 
the Bahamian peopic."’ 

“h is for the Bahamian 
people to weigh the respective 
cases of the PLP and the FNM 
and based on thai weighing, to 
decide which government they 
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want,” he said. “‘No fore zn 
body has anything whatsoc.cr 
to do with the outcome of 
politics in the Bahamas.”’ 

“So it is to be clearly 
recognized for what it is. It is a 
blatant effort to undermine the 
national interest of the Bah- 
amas. it is a blatant effort to 
try to bring external pressure to 
bear on the Bahamas. To my 
mind, it is a complete betrayal 
of the democratic ideals which 
all responsible politicians ought 
to hold dear and to which they 
Ought to always subscribe,"’ Sen 
McWeencey said. 


July 1985 


He said the FNM will make a vain effort not to have the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Conference held in the Bahamas in October. 


Supposing that the FNM is successful and the conferences move elsewhere, Sen 
McWeeney said it would mean the loss of hundreds and hundreds and possibly 


millions of dollars to the local economy. 


He said that 


he would like to know what explanation the FNM would have for the 
straw vendors, the hotel workers, the bus and taxi-cab drivers and all the in- 
dividuals who have businesses which prosper from the vast influx of tourists 

that these kind of conferences bring. 


“But you see, it is typical of 

the FNM thinking. They can 
never see beyond their noses. 
All they see is an opportunity to 
play some cheap tricks on the 
PLP,” he said. 


“And if t would only take 


the time to t thr these 


foolish strategies of t , they 
will see as as we have 

—p & If Tk 
not really playing politics, 


people, they are f around 
_ with the national interest of the 
country,”’ he said. 


there must come @ time, there 


comes first. Many times the 
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interest of the country must 
come over the interest of the 
PLP, but as far as the FNM is 
concerned, all they can see is a 
chance to play games against 
the PLP,”* he said. 

“They have completely lost 


"sight of the fact that they live in 


the country and that that 
country has mteresits to be 
protected. And when we talk 
about protecting the national 
interest, we talk about protect- 
ing the interest of PLPs, FNMs, 
Vanguard and no matter what 
we happen to be,"" Sen 
McWeeney said. 

He said that the strategy that 
the FNM has embarked upon is 
aimed at undermining the 
economy and the interest of all 
Bahamians 
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FNM Pledge 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


OFFICIAL Opposition Lead- 
er Kendal Issacs Tuesday night 


—— that + Free National 
ovement party will do every- 
thing in its power to promote 
co-operation with and 
assistance to efforts of church, 
civil and social groups in the 
“great struggle’’ against the 
nation’s drug problem. 

Mr Isaacs, MP for Delaporte, 
also declared that the moral, 
mental and physical rehabilita- 
tion of the present generation of 
young people and the genecra- 
tions to follow them, cannot be 
accomplished unless.the Church 
is encouraged to play a. major 
role in the process. 

The Opposition Leader's 
remarks came as he brought 
greetings to the Bahamas Na- 
tional Baptist Missionary and 
Educational Convention at its 
Golden Jubilee conference and 
congratulated the Convention 


for the many out ing con- 
tributions to the ial and 
spiritual development of the 
community. 


“One of these continuing 
contributions over the years has 
been the convention's well 
known commitment to the edu 
cation and overall development 
of the nation’s youth,” Mr 
Isaacs told the convention 


Mr Isaacs said that the 
Convention's work is and 
always has been an essential! 
ingrediemt in the devclopment 
of the socicty bul that now it 
has been clearly seen that future 
efforts must take on a grave 
and ur purpose 

“| , tis my belief that if 
we are 10 save Our society from 
irreparable moral and social 
deterioration, then we musi 
look to and give greater suppor! 
to Christian education,” he 


“| do not think | cxagegcrate 
when I say that we are today 


living thr one of the 
darkest ods in our history,” 
the Opposition Leader said 


“We sce all around wus the 
f ful extent of the moral rot 
has cveriaken us. Drug 
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trafficking and drug abuse, 
murder, rape and robbery; and 
the greatest victims in this sad 
state of affairs it seems to me, 
are the youth of our nation,” 
Mr Isaacs said 

“They are the ones who are 
exploited and who suffer most 
from the horrors of the drug 
trade which has flourished in 
our Commonwealth from one 
end to the other,”” he added. 

According to Mr Isaacs, the 
young are the ones most 
frustrated by unemployment 
which makes it difficul, if not 
impossible, for many of them to 
eviablish secure new families, 
the building blocks of the 
society 

“They are the ones whose 
moral integrity and perspective 
have been scandalised by the 
cynicism, greed, corruption and 
lawlessness which now pervade 
our land,” he said 

“There must be changes 
which could open again the 
doors of opportunity for our 
people, especially the young 
ones and we pray that those 
changes will soon come," the 
Opposition Leader declared. 

But, Mr Isaacs said, we must 
look to the whole society and 
especially the churches, to take 
on some part of the task of the 
moral, mental and physical 
rehabilitation of the present 
generation of young people and 
the generations which will 
follow them. 

“There is no caty way to 
accomplish this and | believe it 
cannoi be accomplished unless 
the church is encouraged to play 
a major role in the process, and 
does in fact, play that role,” Mr 
Isaacs said. 

**] am sure that your conven- 
tion will play its part in the 
great struggle which lies ahead, 
together with other church 
groups, and civil and social 
Organizations 

“Fer my colleagues and 
myself in the Official Opposi- 
tion, | pledge that we will do 
everything im our power to 
promote co-operation with and 
assistance to your efforts,"’ he 
said’ 
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Baptist Leader on Elections 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 29 May 85 p 1 





[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] BAPTIST Leader Rev Charles Saunders Tuesday night urged Government 
to go back to the people for a new mandate and to deal with those "highly- 
placed" officials implicated in the Drug Commission report. 


Rev Saunders, Pastor of Salem Baptist Church and President of the Bahamas 
Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention, said the public is watching 
to see if some will be charged and others left unscathed or some be required 
to retire while others go untouched. 


Delivering his address to the Convention's annual conference, Rev Saunders 
declared that if Government is to curb or curtail the financially profitable 
menace of drug trafficking, every effort must be made to screen Immigration, 
Customs and Police officers stationed in the Family Islands. 


He said that Baptists believe that the appointment of a House Committee to 
look into drugs--although the problem was known 1] years ago--is better late 
than never. “Procrastination, closing our eyes to the drue problem or ignor- 
ing the advice of senior police officers, has caused the country to lose a 
generation,” the Baptist leader said. 


"I am disturbed over the fact that most of the drug business now goes on in 
the Family Islands," he said. "If the Government is going to successfully 

curb or curtail this financially profitable menace, then every effort must 

be made to screen the Immigration, Customs and Police officers stationed in 
the Family Islands." 


"We need officers with integrity who will not be bought. Higher salaries are 
not necessarily the answer. Integrity is the answer,” he said. 


CSO: 3298/756 
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BAHAMAS 


GOVERNMENT SCORED FOR HIRING LOBBYISTS FOR POLITICAL ENDS 
FNM Criticism 

Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 27 May 85 p 1 

[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Excerpts] FNM MP Arthur Foulkes today criticised Government for paying 
$360,000 of Treasury funds to an American firm to attempt “the impossible 
task" of polishing Prime Minister Lynden Pindling's tarnished image. 


He said that the Opposition will table questions in Parliament over the matter. 


Mr Foulkes was responding to an expose in Saturday's Tribune revealing that 
Government has signed a six month, $360,000 contract with Black, Manafort, 
Stone and Kelly of Alexandria, Va. The influential Washington lobbying group 
has promised to use its Reagan Administration contacts to turn around the 
Pindling Government's image and mount "a counter offensive to Pindling 
critics.” 


Meanwhile, the Saturday article was expected to be one of the main topics of 
discussion at this morning's Cabinet meeting. 


Up until Press time, the Government had maintained a stony silence on the 
matter. 


"Well, well, well, what have we here! The Opposition has been continually 
maligned inside and outside the House of Assembly for having a public rela- 
tions company in the United States,” Mr Foulkes said. 


"Now the Government--for strictly political reasons--is spending the public's 
money to attempt the impossible task of polishing up the tarnished image of 
Lynden Pindling and his corrupt administration.” 


Sir Lynden has been advised by his new public relations firm that the "Con- 
gress of the United States can be a tool to achieve its objective.” 


The lobbying group proposes to deal with the general impressions being promul- 
gated by opponents of the Pindling Government in the US Congress and US Media 
by developing a programme “which is geared to leading editors of periodicals 
such as US News and World Report, Time Newsweek...” 
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Mr Foulkes said that the FNM was particularly amused to learn the names of 
some of the people the lobbying group may be planning to use, such as Senate 
Agriculture Committee chairman Jesse Helms who, he described, as “the Dean 


of ultra right wing politics in the United States." 


Charles R Black Jr, a 


senior partner in the lobbying group, has done service stints on Capito! Hill 


with Helms. 


Mr Foulkes said that the lobbying group made its first big mistake by putting 


on paper who they intend to use in the Reagan Administration. 


The firm is 


reported to have close ties to James Baker, secretary of the US Treasury and 
Attorney General Edward Meese. 


Since the contract was signed March 1, 


the Bahamas was designated a benefici- 


ary country of the Caribbean Basin Initiative; the US and Bahamas Governments 
launched Operation Blue Lightning, a joint, unprecedented war against Carib- 
bean drug trafficking, and the World Conference of Mayors announced that it 


would honour Sir Lynden for 18 years of “exemplary” leadership. 


Saturday's disclosure is likely to cause more than a little embarrassment to 
both the Government and the PLP. 


Only last Wednesday, PLP chairman Sean McWeeney declared: 
has anything whatsoever to do with the outcome of politics in the Bahamas. 


"No foreign body 


Did Mr McWeeney know that Government had hired an outside firm to influence 


the outcome of Bahamian politics? 
tion to him today. 


him and he did rot return the call by Press time. 


Warning to Washington 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 28 May 85 p 5 


[Column by contributing editor Etienne Dupuch: 


[Excerpts] 


ON SATURDAY, The Tribune dropped 


a well known firm of lobbyists in 
Washington to boost the Pindling image 
with the Reagan administration at a cost of 
nearly a half million dollars of the 
Bahamian people's moncy. 

Three persons, believed to be working for 
the lobbying firm, were in Nassau over the 
long weekend to arrange for the gathering 
and collation of information on 
Bahamas-US relations. Is this the 
beginnings of the cosmetic job on the 
Pindling administration ‘‘image’’? If in fact 
our suspicions are correct, it would be 
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The Tribuen was unable to put this ques- 
Mr McWeeney was out of office when The Tribune telephoned 


"Pindling Strikes Again!"] 











impossible to do this without twisting the 
truth in an effort to “‘make things seem to 
be what they are not."" Among the places 
they visited was The Tribune office. We can 
skip this one. 


Ordinarily a transaction such as the one 
exposed by The Tribune would be kept a 
deep, dark secret. But today in 
Nassau...and also in Washington....there 
are people in key positions who realize the 
evil that has taken possession of this once 
desirable country. They see the downward 
path on which our people are being taken 
by the Pindling government. They know too 
that the only chance of this evil being 
checked in its course is by public exposure. 

The amazing thing is that major govern- 
ments don't learn anything from history. 
They only have to go back to the early years 
of this century to learn of political 
machinations that led to two world wars 
and resulted in the destruction of the British 
Empire which, with all its faults, was a 
stabilizing influence in a world that has now 
gone mad. 

The people in Washington only have to 
look back a few years to realize what 
brought Castro to power in Cuba, which is 
upsetting stable influences in this hemi- 
sphere and has extended Communist influ- 
ence to the former Portuguese colonies of 
Angola and Mozambique in darkest Africa. 

They should also reflect on the tragedy of 
Viet Nam and Cambodia to realize the 
damaging influence lobbyists in Washington 
can exercise on a nation which today stands 
as the only hope for what is left of freedom 
in a Communist-infiltrated world. 

They only have to look at what has 
happened in Iran to realize the folly of their 


ways. 

They only have to look at Nicaragua to 
realize the great mistake Washington made 
in bolstering up the Somoza regime - a 
corrupt dictatorship - instead of becoming 
allied with an acceptable oppposition and 
helping to build the country along sound 
and acceptable democratic lines. Now they 
have a disturbing war on their hands that is 
having international repercussions. 
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In Nassau the situation was moving in a 
hopeful direction. However, the man who 
might have helped place American affairs 
on a sound basis in the Bahamas was moved 
to Korea and in his place was installed a 
skilful diplomat with a reputation for 
“smoothing things over.'’ He has done a 
good “‘smoothing’’ job, but the undercur- 
remt of unrest and disaffection among 
Bahamians has deepened. 

And now the situation has taken its final 
turn...as it did in Cuba and other areas 
where America went wrong. At great 
expense to the Bahamian people, lobbyists 
have now been retained to turn around the 
Pindling ‘‘image’’ and as | said before this 
can only be done by misleading elements in 
Washington by trying to cover up the evils 
of the Pindling administration in the 
Bahamas. 

But they won't succeed. The very fact 
that this whole affair has been ‘“‘Ieaked"’ to 
this newspaper and that we have had the 
courage to hand the information on to the 
Bahamian people clearly indicates how 
deeply an undercurrent of unrest runs in the 
Bahamas and how upset Bahamians are 
with the Pindling administration 


There has to be a change somewhere 
somehow, sometime and the longer it 1s 
delayed the greater the possibility of 
America having to face another catastrophe 
like Cuba*or Nicaragua. The Communist 
leaning Vanguard is waiting hopefully in the 
wings. 

I would just like to remind the people in 
Washington, who might be influenced by 
the machinations of lobbyists hired with 
moncy out of the Bahamas Public Treasury, 
that they cannot lay down with evil and 
escape being smeared with its dirt. 

And I would like to remind people in the 
Bahamas that, as far as I know, there 
hasn't been a single solid foreign investor in 
the Bahamas since the disastrous German 
experience with the government several 
years ago. They all shifted to the Cayman 
Islands and now there is a trend into the 
Turks and Caicos Islands while the 
Bahamas steadily decays from within 
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GOVERNMENT hired an in- 
fuential Washington lobbying 

oup to act as @ tourism and 
oreign affairs adviser, Minister 
of Tourism and Foreign Affairs 
Clement Maynard said today 

Mr Maynard was responding 
to questions put to him by The 
Tribune during an impromptu 
interview at the House 
Assembly this morning 


Mr Maynard said that the end 
result of the six-month, 
$360,000 contract would not 
just be a mew image for the 
Pindling Government, but that 
the group, Black, Manafort, 
Stone & Kelly of Alexandia, Va, 
was hired principally to advise 
Government on tourism and 
foreign affairs matters. He 
added that this would be in the 
interest of the country; not 
merely a political party. 

Half of an initial, 20-page 
proposal submitted by the lob 
bying group, which has close 
ties to the Reagan Administra 
tion, outlines the programme 
which will be used to polish the 
tarnished Pindling image, the 
main rust of which is aimed at 
improving US/Bahamian rela 
tions 

Mr Maynard said that as far 
as Government is concerned, 
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the lobbying group will serve a 
dual i vterest and that would be 
to advise kt on matters of 
tourism ind foreign affairs 

“On both counts, it is useful 
to have lobbyists. We have not 
had anything quite of this 
magnitude (but) tt is mot the 
first time we have had people 
represent us (outside the 
country),”” he said 

He pointed out that agencies 
like the Ministry of Tourssm are 
represented by outside 
advertising and public relations 
firms 


Asked how he could reconcile 
Government's criticiem of the 
ition for hiring, Project 


. 8 US public relations 
firm in light its association 
with the lobbying group, Mr 


Maynard ans : 
“| don't think there's any 


sualogy at all there. | think that 


you will find that the Crovern 
ment and the party are two 
different things and the func 
tion of the lobbying firm is to 
represent the Government, not 


the _e- ™ 

¢ said that the lobbying 
group was not hired to interfere 
in local politics, but to deal with 
persons in the Reagan Ad 
ministration 


July 


1985 











DEFENSE FORCE UNIT BOARDS, SEARCHES PRIVATE BOATS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 May 85 p 1 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Excerpts] 
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ABOUT six pleasure boats 
were boarded by armed Defence 
Force marines at Rose Island 
Saturday during a weekend 
crackdown off the castern end 
of New Providence. 

Shortly after 2 pm Saturday, 
a cloud grey coloured Defence 
Force craft, T 34, believed to be 


a confiscated fishi vessel, 
cruised into neues Washous, 
Rose Island and launched an 
inflatable rubber dingy 

Four marines, armed with 
what appeared to be M 16 
automatic rifles and swub- 
machine guns, got in the dingy 
and “‘went to every boat,”’ a 
Bahemian, who was 
windsurfing in Lower Harbour 
when the incident began, told 
The Tribune. At least two of 
the marines boarded every boat 
anchored in Lower Harbour at 
the tume 

Lower Harbour is a favourite 
weekend anchorage for families 
and other pleasure seekers 

“They arrived, dropped an 
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chor and went to every boat 
There was nothing suspicious 
looking about any of the 
boats,” the windeurfer said 
There were “‘no more the«"’ six 
boats in the anchorage at the 
time. 

A Defence Force marine who 
was on duty this weekend said 
the patrols “‘were just part of a 
routine search for anything. 
drugs or illegal immigrants" 
He said nobody was arrested 
over the weekend 

The weekend boarding raises 
the question of whether a law 
enforcement agent can search a 
boat unless there is ‘‘reasonabic 
susprcon 

Last November, Chief Justice 
Telford Georges made @ possi- 
ble landmark decision when he 
could not find any law which 
permits the search of an indi- 
vidual’s property, which could 
include «a car, without his 
consent unless there was reason 
to suspect that individual to be 
in breach of a law 
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GRAND BAHAMA PLP COUNCIL MEETS, ELECTS OFFICERS 


Freeport THE FREEPORT NEWS in English 9 May 85 p l 


[Text] 


CSO: 


In an effort to further enhance 
the aims and objects of the 
ressive Liberal Party, the 
Grand Bahama PLP Council held 
its election of officers recently, a 
party press release said -today. 


Elected to head the political 
organization was former High 
Rock branch chairman, Reginald 
Pinder. Other officers include 


Anne Grant. Vice Chairman: 
Roland ‘‘Chappie"’ Barflette, 
Treasurer; rexel Pinder. 
Assistant Treasurer; Preston 
Cooper Jr., Secretary and Eve 
Simmons, Assistant tary. 


The council is comprised of 
Parliamentary members, Vice 
Chairmen 4 rty with 
regional responsibility for the 
island, National General! Council- 
lors, and the Chairmen and 
Secretaries of all branches. 
including Young Liberals. 
Women's Branches and two 

s elected by each of the 
said branches. 


Mr. Pinder, a native of High 
Rock, said it was ironic that the 
Council's Executive is made up 
of members from East End to 
West End giving the body a truly 
islandwide formation. 

The aims & objectives of the 
Council are:- 


“To promote the party and 
coordinate its activities through- 
out the island of Grand Bahama 
and in connection therewith to 


maintain a close. working 
relationship with all party 
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“*In association and collabora- 
tion with the National General 
Council of the party to give 
mee directions to the party 

ranches... 


“To give practical effect to the 

rty’s constitution by coordinat- 
ing the holding of the 
Constitue or Joint Constit- 
uency Conkerences in each and 
every year... and reporting 
thereon the National Council and 
National General Convention. 


“Generally to do all things as 


“TS maintain a _ constant 
lance dver all matters 
ical, social, which affect the 

ives and well being of all 

Bahamians resident c ; the island 


... with Particular regard to the 
interests of the party faithful." 


Mr. Pinder pointed out that 
the next regular meeting would 
be held Sunday, May 19 at 3.00 
=. at PLP House, East Sunrise 

ighway. At that time special 
ees will pe appointed 

respnsibilities outlined. 


comm 
and t 


He concluded that the Council 
maintains an office at PLP House 
and persons having matters for 
its attention may do so during 
normal office hours weekdays. 
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PINDLING, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN DISAGREEMENT 


Pindling Remarks 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 23 May 85 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


PRIME Minister Sir Lynden 
the Bahamas Cham of 


he and Chamber President 

year. 
The Nassau Guardian re 
= > 29, that the 
of ors of the 
Chamber had yet to meet in 
dealing with the challenges 
thrown out to them by the 
Prime Minister at the 
quoted Knowles 
my AE og yl ye 
Directors have not met since the 
" He said the Press 
would be informed when it did. 
“I don’t mind what The 
Tribune says. | don’t mind what 
the FNM says. They have a 
right to say what they fee! 
because it is politics. Se don’t 
mind what they say in the 
" the Prime Minister 
told over 100 Fort Charlotte 


of Commerce hasn't taken up 
the challenge the Prime Minister 
has thrown out to them. That's 
not correct. The Chamber of 
Commerce has taken up the 
challenge,’’ he said. 

‘*The President of the 
Chamber and myself have been 
in constant dialogue all year 
and I know they are working on 
programmes as to how and 


create more employment in the 
Bahamas,’ the Prime Minister 


o have asked me to do 
some things. | have asked them 
to do some things. And | think 
that in due course we are going 
to be able to to do some 
things, some of them together, 
some of them on our own,"’ he 
said 


“| just want to make sure 


they (Press) get that right. They 


talk things out in order to have 
a sensible product developed at 
the end of the day,”’ the Prime 
Minister added. 
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what the ‘“‘name of the game’”’ is further understanding from 
in 1985, and will be so through them what kind of a year 1985 
1987. hasbeen. — 

“We are in the midst of an “We are in the midst of an 
economic revolution. We are economic revolution and we 
presently in the throes of that just have to burst the thing 
revolution,”’ he said. “‘We have open,” he said. 
got to burst this country open The Prime Minister said that 
with work and employment, use the Cabinet has been holding 
the brains, the hands, feet and the shortest meetings in its 
skills, the young, the middle history these days. 
aged and even some elderly to “Sometimes we used to be 
keep this Bahamas in front there days, sometimes all day. 
where it is.” Nowadays we hardly go past 

As Minister of Finance, the lunch and we are getting more 
Prime Minister said he has been done nowadays than we used to 
travelling quite a bit in and out get at any other time,”’ he said. 
of the Bahamas, has seen what He said that ‘“‘when we 
others have done and what turned the corner around 
needs to be done in the Christmas 1984,” the country’s 
Bahamas. foreign exchange had ‘‘already 

He noted that it was being started to come out of the ears’’ 
said that we have got too many er. 
hotel rooms and that the new “And as Monday, on 
Cable Beach Hotel was going to Monday when | checked, our 
be a white elephant, but Nassau reserves had risen to $240 
does not have enough rooms in. million,”’ he said. ‘‘That is why 
1 I was able to tell the hotel 

He said that Education workers on Monday that | 
Minister Paul Adderley, who is believe that by the end of June 
ew Chairman of the this year we will pass $250 

and who million and it is still rising every 
attended last night's rally, has day.” 
already entered into an agree- According to the Prime 
ment with another company amounts to $1,250 
who will build another 500- for every Bahamian man, 
room hotel next door to the woman and child. 
“white elephant”’ in order to try “Now with that kind of 
to produce enough rooms for foundation we can build on 
Nassau. That is a solid as a rock 

The Prime Minister also ‘said foundation and that is where we 
he was fortunate on Monday to are going to build. That is the 
have opened the triennial con- foundation from which this 
ference of the Bahamas Hotel economic revolution will be 
and Workers Union launched,”” the Prime Minister 
and was to get a littl said 


Chamber Chief's Response 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 23 May 85 p l 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 





[Fxcerpts] BAHAMAS Chamber of 
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“Even if one were to look only at the last three to five years," Mr Knowles 
told Chamber members at their 1985 annual general meeting, "the evidence of 
business community contribution to economic growth here in the Babamas is 


astounding!" 


Mr Knowles’ reference to the 
Prime Minister’s statement 
came at the very beginning of 
his address to Chamber mem- 
bers in the Gulfstream Room of 
the Nassau Beach Hotel. 

According to Department of 
Statistics data, building starts 
for the ending December 
1974 ed investments of 
$122 million by the private 
sector compared with $6 million 
by the public sector. 

“And when one looks at the 
employment figures, the private 
sector employs 70% of the total 
work force of the country,”’ Mr 
Knowles said. 

Stating that the evidence of 
business community contribu- 
tions to economic growth in the 
Bahar.as is ‘‘astounding,”’ Mr 
Knowles said that in tourism 
there have always been constant 
renovations and _ refurbishing 
programmes underway. 

There have been develop- 
ments ‘“‘in the traditional and 
non-traditional areas’’ - Cable 
Beach, Paradise Island, 
downtown Nassau, Bernard 
Road, Centreville and 
Palmdale. 


Mr Knowles said the Com- 
monwealth Bank is now 100% 


Bahamian in ownership. Scotia 
Bank and the Canadian Imperi- 
al Bank of Commerce have 
constructed ‘‘impressive’’ office 
buildings and the Royal Bank 
of Canada has announced plans 
for ‘‘major’’ construction, 
listeners were told. 

In insurance, “‘no less than 
six companies are on the move 
with new construction.”’ 

An “‘impressive’’ number of 
new, privately owned shopping 
centres have been developed in 
recent years. “‘Port New Pro- 
vidence and Arawak Homes 
lead the way in housing devel- 
opments’’ and “‘any number’’ 
of businesses have expanded 
their facilities, Mr Knowles 
said, naming seven. 

“*In particular, the explosion 
which has transformed a resi- 
dential area of Palmdale into a 
thriving business centre, in- 
dicates that the private sector is 
more than willing to do its part 
in securing the future of our 
economy.** 

The list could go ‘‘on and 
on” said the speaker. “‘Even to 
include developments by our 
religious communities - new 
church buildings abound!"’....... 


Problems for Investors 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 23 May 85 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 


[Excerpt] OVER recent years, there has been a "distressing" number of inci- 
dents in which approved foreign investors become discouraged after months of 
frustrating attempts to “achieve promised cooperation" from ministries and 

public corporations, Bahamas Chamber of Commerce President Alex Knowles said 


last night. 


"Their subsequent departure has cost the investors hundreds of thousands of 


dollars and cost the Bahamian economy millions. 


Addressing the Chamber's annual general meeting in the Gulfstream Room of the 
Nassau Beach Hotel, Mr Knowles said the three major issues identified “time 
and time again" as restraints to investment and continued economic development 
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are failure to clearly define immigration policies, lack of “rapid, efficient 
or coordinated" efforts in investment facilitation and an "inadequate" public 


education system. 


The Chamber President said these are areas “on which the business community 
should be taking a stand.” 


“One has heard numerous horror stories about potential investors, again both 
local and foreign, who have been given the turn-around by various Government 
departments, mainly due to obvious lack of coordination,” Mr Knowles said. 


“Where approvals given by one department are negated entirely by another. 
“Where approvals, or lack of them, take far too long to be given. 
“And the list could go on and on." 


The Chamber has gone on record time and time again promoting a central agency 
for investment promotion and facilitation, listeners were told. 


“The Chamber is convinced that the most efficient way to minimise any repeti- 
tion of such setbacks to the country's development would be the appointment of 
a Minister of State, with no duty except to expedite the fruition of inves- 
tors’ projects which have been attracted to the Bahamas by the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and approved by the Prime Minister's special Foreign Invest- 
ment Board already set up for the purpose.” 


Mr Knowles said it is visualised that the Prime Minister would select for the 
position a “successful Bahamian businessman." 


"Let me emphasise the word businessman," he said. “We feel that it takes a 
businessman to quickly grasp the needs of another businessman and to assign 
these needs to logical priority of Governmental action." 


The vital function of the “Ombudsman” would be to serve as the incoming ap- 
proved investor's “guide, counselior and advocate” in all contacts with minis- 
tries and public corporations. 


"I don't think anyone can differ with the Bahamianistation policy,” Mr Knowles 
said. “It has worked here--as is evident by the development of Bahamian 


management and expertise i. »ur leading industries. 

“But we must now give issued 7 toe repre- 
serious consideration to whether sents only a percentage of 
the Bahamas is at a stage where the total labour force. 
there might be a in ‘‘Bahamianisation is being 
Bahamian expertise to taken seriously.” 
service continued and growing Looking at the statistics, it is 
developmem,”’ listeners were “our belief” that most of the 
told holders of these permits are 

Current figures indicate that creating jobs within the 
the number of work permits economy, said Mr Knowles 


CSO: 3298/758 
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HOTEL UNLON ELECTS NEW OFFICERS; PLP MP WITHDRAWS 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 May 85 p l 
[Article by Anthony Forbes} 


[Text] SOUTH Beach MP Edward Francis “Bobby” Glinton Thursday bowed out of 
active trade unionism when he declined nomination to serve for another three 
years as the General Secretary of the Bahamas Hotel Catering and Allied 
Workers Union. 


Elected by acclamation to replace Mr Glinton, who is also rumoured to be 
considering retirement from active politics, was Mr Leonard Wilson. 


Also returned unopposed to their posts as President and Vice President 
respectively were Mr T omas Bastian and Mr Alexander Thompson. 


The nominations were held at Workers House on Thursday, May 16. 


Elections for the other union posts to be contested will be held on Friday, 
May 24, at the various polling sites in New Providence and the Family Islands 
between Yam and 5pm. 


Incumbent Assistant General secretary Quebelle Rolle is being challenged for 
that position by former Senator Edward “Bob” Gardiner while Miss Arimentha 
Butler of Holiday inn battles incumbent trustee Miss Carnetta Burrows of the 
Nassau Beach Hotel for the post of treasurer. 


Seeking the posts of trustee are Jacob Evans, Loews Harbour Cove Hotel; Hubert 
Grant, Ocean Club; Mizpah Kelly, Holiday Inn Hotel, Freeport, Grand Bahama and 
incumbent trustee Patrick Bain, also of Freeport. 


Commenting on the departure of Mr Glinton, who has been the union's General 
Secretary since the early 1970s, Mr Bastian said that he is personally grate- 
ful for Mr Gliton's support of the trade union movement in the Bahamas and his 
contributions to the hotel union. 


He said that Mr Glinton can never be compensated in monetary terms for all 
that he has done for the union but will gain the respect of unions through the 
country. 
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He called Mr Glinton a “pioneer" who as assisted the workers’ fight for a 
better life and better working conditions. 


Wishing Mr Glinton all the best in the future, Mr Bastian declared that the 
union will stand ready to assist Mr Glinton whenever such a need might arise. 


Mr Glinton's departure ended the last official link between the PLP Government 
and the union. 


The Hotel Union, then a member of the Trade Union Congress, was a signatory to 
the controversial Memorandum of Understanding between the PLP Government and 
the TUC. The Memorandum was signed in 19/77 prior to the general elections. 


Under the memorandum, three members of the TUC became parliamentarians, two, 
Mr Glinton and Salem MP David Knowles, former President of the Hotel Union, 
were elected to the House of Assembly while Mr Edward Gardiner was appointed 
to the Senate. 


The memorandum was abrogated by the PLP Government just before the 1982 
general elections. 


The Hotel Union withdrew from the TUC in 1982. 


Mr Knowles declined to run for President in 1982 and Mr Gardiner was dropped 
from the Senate after the elections. 


CSO: 3298/758 
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PARLIAMENT PASSES ANTI-TERRORISM ACT WITH FNM SUPPORT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 21 May 85 pp 10, 12 


[Text } 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 
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BOLIVIA 


NATION PLANS OWN MONEY PRINTING PRESS 
La Paz HOY in Spanish 28 May 85 p 7 


[Text] Sucre, 27 (HOY)--The Central Bank of Bolivia is in a position to 
satisfy the needs of the people as regards the money supply, said the General 
Manager of the Central Bank, Jaime Castro Zubieta. He also said that the 
inflation the nation is experiencing is so serious that certainly within 

a short period of time bills will have to be printed of higher denominations 
than the present ones; and at the present time all the technical studies 
required for the installation of a national money printing press are ready, 
the decision being in the hands of the board of directors of the Central 
Bank. 


The statements of the Central Bank manager were made known in Sucre, when 

he visited the Supreme Court of Justice of Bolivia to inquire about the dis- 
position of the annulment request he had presented against the National Comp- 
troller’s Office, which proposes to audit the activities of the Bank, the 
country's money-issuing authority. 


Castro Zubieta said the Central Bank will accept the Supreme Court's decision, 
despite the opposition there might be from the labor unions, because the 

bank is a national entity that respects the laws and that unfortunately has 
had its prest'ge damaged at the international level by the campaign unleashed 
against the Bank as a result of the plan to audit it. He said that in his 
opinion this is not justified since such a task would be the responsibility 

of another organization, the Comptrollership Division. "We are sure of our 
position and the Supreme Court will decide in our favor,” added Castro 
Zubieta, who arrived in Sucre together with the Administrative Meaager, Hugo 
Rocha. 


The Geseral Manager denied at the same time that the new building purchased 
in Santa Cruz had been bought without following the legal requirements in 
force in the country, and said he regretted that permission had not been 
given to buy 4 cargo plane in view of the usefulness such a craft would have 
had to meet the Bank's needs in the more distant towns considering the lack 
of capacity of the LAB airline. 


Finally, he said that a new office of the Central Bank wil. be installed 
in Sucre when the necessary techuical studies have been completed. He said 
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that at the present time a building is being sought that might serve as the 
seat of the Financial Fund for the Development of the River Plate Basin as 
well as for the operation of that new regional office, which could channel 
to the benefit of Chuquisaca its own and other resources that are held in 
trust belonging to USAID, IDB, CAF [Andean Development Corporation! and the 
Andean Reserve Fund. 


12856 
CsoO: 3348/710 
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BOLIVIA 


RAPID ECONOMIC EROSION REPORTEDLY UNCONTROLLABLE 
La Paz ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 21 May 85 p 5 
[Text] Pharmacies Have Closed Their Doors Claiming to be Out of Stock 


As a result of the national economy being out of control, alarming specula- 
tion was to be found today in the prices of all kinds of articles, ranging 
from daily needs purchases to clothing items and other kinds of goods. 


In a tour through different places in the city a newsman from this evening 
daily newspaper was able to verify the exaggerated price increases, the new 
exchange rate of the Bolivian peso against the dollar and other economic 
measures. 


At the Bolivar, Camacho and Lanza markets beef was being sold at only a few 
shops at prices of 280 thousand to 300 thousand pesos per kilo. The sutchers 
find ways of evading the perfunctory supervision of the city police and the 
members of the women's police brigade. 


Potatoes have risen in less than a week from 200 thousand pesos the arrobs 
to 600 thousand pesos. 


Vegetables and greens also have high prices and housewives have to go from 
one place to another searching out the lowest possible price. “It's all 
torture and anguish,” one lady told the press. 


Food Stores 


The traditional food stores on Murillo Street are out of stock and several 
of them have their doors closed. They are waiting for the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Commerce to set new prices. 


It was reported that sugar will cost about 2.85 million pesos per quintal 
until the new crop is in. An official source said that the amount is being 
negotiated at the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, and that the final price 
will be published today. 


At present there are no official prices for sugar, rice, edible oil, pig's 
fat or noodles. As a result speculation is rampant in the retail market. 
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In this regard a very opportune remark was made by several persons who spoke 


to the press: Why doesn't the economic cabinet and the Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce check with producers the effect om costs of 33.3 percent devalua- 
tion of the peso since 16 May before measures are taken In this way, they 
said, the victimization of the public by the uncontrollable speculation of 


merchants might be avoided. 
Pharmacies 


Most pharmacies have c!osed their doors, due to lack of stock and because 
they are awaiting new prices. The so-called people's pharmacies lack the 
necessary products to provide their services to the satisfaction of people 
needling medicines. 


Clothing 

The clothing business shows a marked difference in prices compared with last 
week. The increases place these articles out of the reach of a worker receiv- 
ing the minimum wage. Some stores prefer to keep their doors shut. 

A tie that could be bought for not more than 1.2 million pesos has dovbled 


in price; the same thing has happened with shirts, shoes and other inaispen- 
sable articles. 


12856 
CSO: 3348/710 
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BRITISH VIRGIN 


CHIEF MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT ISSUES 


Road Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 27 Apr 85 pp 1, 2, 11, 15 


ISLANDS 


[Interview with Chief Minister Cyril B. Romnev by Vernon Pickering in chief 
minister's office; date not specified] 


[Excerpts] 


Have you been “upstairs” 
lately? If you haven't, please 
do so. Offices and depart- 
ments have been totally reno- 
vated and modernized. The 
first impression .is genuinely 
positive and you finally feel 
that these are the chambers 
of the Chief Minister and, 
credibly enough, you get the 
sense of an organized and ef- 
ficient structure. 

it is only 9 am but the 
Chief Minister is already busy 
with telephone calls and off- 
icials; however, for some rea- 
son, you do not get the imp- 
ression of bureaucracy and 
stuffiness. In a short while 
we are admitted and the 
mahogany doc. is opened, 

Our questions to the Chief 
Minister, Cyril B. Romney, 
revolve around subjects of 
great interest at this moment. 
Romney's replies are straight- 
forward, gentlemanly, accu- 
rate and detailed. We touch 
on a rainbow of topics: from 
the recent controversial 
amendment to the Social 
Security Ordinance to gamb- 
ling boats, from the archaeo- 
logical finds of the “San 
Ignacio" wreck to the possi- 
bilities of development on 
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Anegada, from the chaotic 
situation of the traffic in 
Tortola to the disappointing 
tourist season, from the pro- 
ject of closing Main Street to 
the traffic to the problems of 
Immigration. 


1S. — What is your impres- 
sion about al! the noise made 
by the Opposition about the 
Social. Security Ordinance 
Amendment? 
ROMNEY — | referred to it 
the other day in my dis- 
course in the House as not 
only noise but “hot air’ and 
| am surprised that respon- 
sible people, pclitical leaders 
of the community, would go 
to the lengths they did to try 
to discredit the Government 
on an issue that should really 
not have been an issue at all. 
As you know, Sstatu- 
tory bodies are Government 
organizations set up to oper- 
ate outside of Government as 
for example the Develop- 
ment Bank of the V.!I., the 
Tourist Board, the Electricity 
Corporation, the Recreation 
Fund, etc. These are called 
statutory bodies. At the 
moment, if they want to 
borrow money from. the 
Social Security Fund and the 











Social Security Board want 
to lend money to them, we 
have no way of interfering as 
a Government, but the Social 
Security Board in its wisdom 
requested on one occasion, 
when an application was 
made (not for a loan but) for 
the Board to make a Certifi- 
cate of Deposit (CD) with 
the Development Bank of the 
V.1. The Board agreed to the 
request but only if the Gov- 
ernment would offer a guar- 
antee — and since there was 
no Legislation which provi- 
ded the Government with the 
authority to grant such a 
guarantee, then there had to 
be amending legislation. And 
this is all that this simple Bill 
was designed to do. Now, | 
think that the matter has 
been discussed, the air should 
really clear on this matter. 
1.S. — Has the media been 
fair in handling the state- 
ments made by the Opposi- 
tion without giving a chance 
to the Legislator to express 
his point of view? 

ROMNEY — | do not believe 
that the media was fair in 
handling the matter at all. 


1.S. — Is there a specific rea- 
son why the question on 
gambling boats was raised 
again at the recent Legislative 
Council? 

ROMNEY — It was realiy un- 
necessary, but in fairness the 
question was proposed at the 
previous meeting of Council 
and it was not dealt with be- 
cause the submission came 
too late. This particular ques- 
tion was arnong those asked 
by the Member for the 7th 
District. He had an option: 
eifner drop the question en- 
tirely or bring it to the next 
meeting of Council. He chose 
the latter alternative. This 
question was not out of 
order, but had | been invol- 
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ved in the asking of questions 
on a matter on which | wan- 
ted information, if the sub- 
ject was a dead one and pas- 
sage of time had eroded the 
effectiveness of the question 
| would not have asked that. 


1.S. — Many businesses and 
hotels seem to be disappoin- 
ted with the Tourist Season. 
What is the perspective for 
next Winter? 

ROMNEY — | am disappoin- 
ted as a businessman and as a 
Minister for Tourism for 
what appears to have been a 
low level of activity during 
the last tourist season. | will 
not know for sure until all 
the statistics have been gath- 
ered what the exact perfor- 
mance was, but | would say 
on the face of it there were 
not as many people around 
as one would normally ex- 
pect. Gf course, tourism has 
many faces, and while we 
may see-a slowing down of 
activity in one area, there 
couid be increases in others. 
| would like to call specific 
attention to the cruise ships’ 
activity that has taken place 
during the last season. it was 
greater than any time in the 
past and certainly that is one 
area where larger numbers 
did, in fact, visit the BVI. 
People in a very high income 
bracket are coming through 
Road .Town on these small 
cruise ships. These are people 
with a propensity to shop 
and this is shown by their 
concern on a few occasions 
when: in Road Town the 
shops were closed for holi- 
days. This area of activity has 
shown remarkable progress 
and a very strong. indication 
that there will be further 
growth in this area in the 
next season. coming up. For 
this season the land-based 
tourism does appear to me, 











in Tortola, to have been not 
so good. In Virgin Gorda 
things appear to have gone 
very well. 

1.S. — Having a strong dollar 
in the US, don't you think 
that that is playing a major 
* role in tourism in the BVI? 
ROMNEY — The strength of 
the dollar at home in the US 
does give incentive to people 
to travel. Where the problem 
arises, as far as the BVI are 
concerned, is the fact that 
the strength of the dollar in 
Europe is so high. The 
strength of the dollar versus 
the other European curren- 
cies is so great that there is 
almost a pull on the part of 
those countries | attracting 
Americans to those areas. 
They do take the opportun- 
ity from time to time with a 
strong currency to visit the 
areas where the currency will 
buy more. This has had a dis- 
asterous effect on visits to 
the.follar areas such as the 
BVI. But’ thete are other is- 
lands in the Caribbean, of 
course, that have soft curren- 
cies and have been experien- 
cing increases. The USVI 
have done well and they are 
just next door and they 
spend US dollars; but it is 
true that they are still re- 
covering from the disaster- 
/ ous experiences of half a 
decade ago. The strength of 
the dollar, however, has mili- 
tated against the presence of 
more tourists in the BV! this 
year; but | regard this as a 
short term phenomenon: as 
soon as the currencies stab- 
ilize, people who would have 
gone to Europe for the once 
in a lifetime experience will 
return to their traditional 
playgrounds. 

1S. — In a way you can say 
that you have come to the 
Chief Ministership in a diffi- 
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cult moment?!! 

ROMNEY — That is one way 
of putting it, but | don't re- 
gard myself as a victim of the 
situation. What | want to 
demonstrate is that | can 
come to grips with the prob- 
lem and do something about 
it. In fact, | have had discus- 
sions with the Chairman of 
the Tourist Board and the 
new Director of Tourism and 
following my visit to Ber- 
muda, quite recently, | dis- 
covered there that tourism is 
based on Summer activities 
(Winter in Bermuda is cold). 
So, what | think we should 
do now is developing prog- 
rammes that would attract 
people here on a year+ound 
basis. One way of doing it, 
Bermuda has had impressive 
results going after the youth 
market. We have. neglected it 
entirely in the BVI as we 
have been concentrating on 
luxury tourism. We must 
now recognize the fact that 
we have achieved a new plat- 
eau and we must focus our 
attentions in other directions 
if we want tourism to be 
meaningful. | have discussed 
this with the Chairman of the 
Tourist Board and the Direc- 
tor of Tourism and we all 
feel that the matter of target- 
ing the youth market in the 
US and Canada in particular 
should be given serious con- 
sideration. 

1S. — What about package 
deals that may encourage 
more tourists to come to the 
BVI? 

ROMNEY — We tend to 
cater to FIT travel, that is a 
sort of travel where a man 
and his wife go to a travel 
agent, they buy a ticket to 
the area, they make arrange- 
ments through their travel 
agent for a room ina hotel in 
the BVI. They come down 











here, they are picked up by a 
taxi and they are taken to 
the hotel and that satisfies 
the FIT’s requirements and 
they refer to that asa “pack- 
age”. That is a mini-package. 
| agree that more imaginative 
packaging should be looked 
after. | feel very strongly that 
' there is not intensive pack- 
aging, the type of packaging 
- that one associates with Eur- 
opean travelling. This, of 
course, will require the total 
- cooperation of hotels in the 
area, ; 
1.S. — Summer is neglected a 
lot where tourism is con- 
cerned, is there something 
that can be done to uplift the 
Summer? 

ROMNEY — Don't underesti- 
rhate the attraction of the 
Festival for example, and 
there are other attractions 
like the BV! Spring Regatta, 
later on the Wooden Boats 
gather at Jost Van Dyke, 
then the Air BV! interline 
Regatta. | think we can con- 
tinue to build on these and 
try to come out with more, 
but | believe that the big 
thing for the future is target- 
ing the youth market. The 
youth is on vacation during 
the Summer months. ! bel- 
jeve we can get a tonstant 
flow of visitors if we go after 
that market. 

1.S. — There is a black middie 
class now in the USA that 
could be targeted. 

ROMNEY — You are echoing 
my own words. This is an 
area where the Tourist Board 
has been directed to explore 
and consider setting up a 
travel motivated service in 
the heart of Black America: 
Atlanta - Georgia, for this 
very reason. | know that 
there is a growing level of 
prosperity among black 
Americans particularly out of 
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the South where we could, 
perhaps, attempt to make 
serious inroads into that mar- 
ket. We are working on it. 

1.S. — Anegada seems neglec- 
ted, is there a way your Gov- 
ernment plans to change this 
situation? 

ROMNEY — Anegada is a 
special island and Anegada 
has generated special prob- 
lems. As you know, there 
were several projects in the 
past, large scale projects that 
were attempted on Anegada 
without any success. How- 
ever, this produced some use- 
fl infrastructure such as 
storage sheds, a rudimentary 


jetty, a small hotel construc- 


ted, a landing strip which has 
been filled. All these things 
came about as a result of the 
initial attempts of the past 
developers, | believe that the 
time has come for Govern- 
ment to concentrate on not 
only providing improvement 
in the infrastructure for Ane- 
gada but trying, at least, to 
find one medium scale dev- 
elopment project which 
could provide employment 
opportunaities for the people 
of that island. insofar as Gov- 
ernment infrastructure = is 
concerned, we are always 
limited and constrained by 
insufficient funds and this 1s 
coming at a time when the 
British Funding of the devel- 
opment of the BVI ts reced- 
ing at a rapid pace for two 
reasons, One: Britain ts cutt- 
ing down on the number of 
grants made to anybody, 
anywhere, including the Col- 
onies, more so the Colonies 
And the value of the pound 
in which the grants are made 
is losing day by day. So. even 
if the grants stood regular 
there would be still fewer 
dollars. Then, of course, | in- 
herited a bad situation when 











| came into this chair as 
Chief Minister. A time when 
the economy was beginning 
to move towards a recession. 
We don't generate the sur- 
pluses that were possible 
under previous Governments. 
| am, nevertheless, trying my 
best to see what |! can do for 
Anegada and | can now say 
that the British Government 
has approved funds for re- 
building the jetty, and the 
estimated amount has been 
increased considerably and | 
feel reasonably confident 
that in the nex? few months, 
if not weeks, we should be 
in a position to start a sub- 
stantial project to renovate 
and complete the jetty in 
Anegada. Thai wil! put tens 
of thousands of dollars in im- 
mediate circulation on that 
island. | am glad that we cen 
do something like this; but 
the prospects of  findiny 
somebody, some outfit to 
undertake a private develop. 
ment proyect on Anegada wil! 
be explored. 

1.S. — What about a proper 
airport for Arnegada? The 
geographic situation seems 
favourable. 

ROMNEY — From a techni- 
cal standpoint Anegada is 
perfect for a large airport, 
but it has to make economic 
sense. Nobody will go and 
build an airport in Anegada 
in the hope that it will be 
economically viable, unless 
there were support services 
and busingsses on the island. 
There is no point in going 
out there and try to build an 
airfield in order to service the 
BVI. It does not make eco- 
nomic sense either, especially 
when you have jumbo capa- 
bility airfield in St. Thomas. 
The US Government is spen- 
ding riearly $100 million to 
put that airport down there 
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and it will serve the BV! as 
well as anything else. There is 
also San Juan and St. Croix 
with large international cap- 
ability airfields and to con- 
sider spending the kind of 
money that it will take to 
bring jet airplanes on the 
island of Anegada cannot be 
sustained im economic terms 
LS What about expanding 
Beef Island airport? 
ROMNEY | will lead you 
mto a secret. The Govern- 
ment ss, at this moment, 
awaiting a proposal for the 
establishment of a service in 
the BVI, hopefully, out of 
Beef island before the end of 
the year that will give us non- 
stup capability between Beef 
island and Miami. The tech- 
nology 1s already available. | 
am advised that the runway 
nm its present condition ca.: 
provide that capability, | am 
also advised that the funding 
interests are al! around us 
and | arm now waiting on the 
outcome of a study that has 
been going on for some time 
now from which will come a 
proposa! for the BV! Govern. 
ment. Of course, | would not 
want to allow the existing in- 
frastructure at Beef Island to 
remain as it +s. | would hike. 
then, to take the opportunity 
of convincing my colleagues 
that we ought to extend the 
land for the runway, improve 
the terminal building and, 
provided the sums add up 
and there 1s every indication 
that they would, | would say 
that this ts definitely a very 
positive perspective. The pro- 
spects of the direct capability 
between Beef Island and 
Miami are great. Imagine 
what that will do to tourism 
LS. — Is this possible with. 
oul extending the runway at 
Beef Island? 

ROMNEY — It is possible as 








it ss but | would hope that 
we would take the opportun- 
ity of such an advance to ex- 
tend the runway to areason- 
able length. This will increase 
the safety margin, the com- 
fort and the confidence. 


Continued next week........ 


[4 May 1985 issue of THE ISLAND SUN unavailable to JPRS.) 
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


MADURO COMMENTS ON LABOR CODE, PARTY ROLES, STATUS 


Roac Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 18 May &5 pp l, } 


[Interivew with Minister of Labor and Natural Resources Conrad Maduro by 


Vernon Pickering; date and place not specified] 


[Text] 


Hon, Conrad Maduro, Min- 
ister for Labour and Natural 
Resources in the present 
government, Minister in a 
previous government, out- 
standing member of the Uni- 
ted Party, down-to-earth pol- 
itician, extremely popular 
with his electorate and espec- 
ially with the working class, 
during the past 18 months 
Hon. Conrad Maduro has 
been carefully watched ‘w 
his colleagues and aciver- 
saries, This special attention 
is due to the fact that Hon. 
Maduro is hardly a man for 
compromises, far from it. 

He is outspoken, concise, 
determined to achieve his 
goals; his life-style and his 
political beliefs are one. The 
questions were not pre-ar- 
anged since we had no idea 
of when it would have been 
possible to get the interview; 
what follows is, therefore, a 
friendly conversation  bet- 


‘ween two BV islanders. 


We believe that both ques- 
tions and answers make very 
stimulating reading and they 
will prove quite interesting 
and enlightening. 


LS. — Do you feel that the 
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Labour Code needs some up 
dating or amendment, and i! 
so, what kind of change: 
would you propose? 
MADURO — Personally, | 
haven't given any serious 
thought to the amending o 
updating of the Labour Codr 
of course, there are thosr 
who feel that it should be 
amended in certain § areas 
Some employees feel that 
certain sections should br 
amended whereas employers 
feel that certain = sections 
should be amended, but acc 
ording to my knowledge , th: 
Labour Code had never really 
been put in operation as it 
should be put. Nevertheless, 
| believe that there can be 
certain minor amendments 
due to the fact, for example. 
that the Code originally did 
not envision the Social Secur 
ity Scheme and this may cal! 
for some minor revisions. 

1S. — Many key positions 
such as manager and deputy 
manager are not given to BV 
Islanders, why is that? 
MADURO — This is some 
thing of great concern to me 
as to why certain positions 
are not given to BV Islanders 
As a matter of fact, it is rum 











oured that certain qualifica 
tions are lifted over the heads 
of BV Islanders to avoid 
employing them. This is 
something that I am looking 
into and if it is found to be 
so, I will correct the situa- 
tion. 

LS. — How do you envision 
development with a popula- 
tion that has never increased 
in number in the last 200 
years? 

MADURO — I am not sure if 
the population did not in- 
crease over the past 200 
years, but I know that in my 
time it had been constant up 
to 1960, around 7000 people 
.but lately it rose to about 
12000. I believe this is due to 
an influx from the other 
islands and elsewhere (Eur- 
ope and the U.S.); but the 
development in a country is 
mostly geared to suit the in- 
habitants with respect to em- 
ployment and if we had cer- 
tain resources, a lot of oil, 


cause ph the land 
would remain the same size, 
but I guess 
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and just geared in terms ot 
land area and labour force 
because we are only 58 
square miles and if we are 
not very cautious, in a short 
while, there will be no such 
thing as a BV Islander. 

LS. — The recent Beach Ord- 
inance that you have intro- 
duced was most welcome. 
What measures are you going 
to adopt to make sure that 
the law is not violated since 
the police seem to have prob- 
lems just with something as 
simple as the traffic? 
MADURO — That is a very 
interesting question, because 
having legislation and no ad- 
ministration, no policing of 
it, is worthless. So the con- 
cern there is really shared. 
But to say exactly how it 
would be policed, I am not 
really in a position to say 
whether or not it would be. 
because a lot of laws are in 
the “books” and they are 
made less effective because 
they are not administered. 
However, it is hoped that 
with careful watching from 
the Ministry here we will be 
able to find out if there are 
weaknesses and if any am- 
endment in regard to policing 
etc., may be made. It is very 
important to protect the 
beaches from what is going 
on. As a matter of fact, we 
are considering right now the 
giving of a licence to a com- 
pany which will include BV 
Islanders, mostly, (maybe 
one or two outsiders) to 
dredge sand offshore so that 
sand will be made available 
for those especially in the 
construction field and avoid 
the destruction of the 
beaches. : 

1.8. — Do you think that the 
United Party will consolidate 
its positions during the next 
elections? 

MADURO — This is a diffi- 











cult question. We can say at 
this point that those of us 
who are sincere to the Terri- 
tory as a whole have got to 
keep on working towards 
consolidating the position 
with regards to saving the 
Territory from going off the 
reach, or without the reach, 
of BV Islanders. But as it 
stands night now, we do not 
have any real strong party: 
what you call a united group 
of people who are prepared 
to share political responsib- 
ilities. I think, for quite 
some time, that politics are 
going to suffer, to the detri- 
ment of BV islanders, uniess 
we can get people interested 
to understand that party- 
politics is a togetherness, is 
a 24-hour-aday job, 7-<days- 
a-week, 365-days-a-year, and 
not a seasonal thing like 
when you are having elec- 
tions. It’s actually an insti- 
tution like a school, a coll- 
ege, university, and at the 
same time it can be like a lab 
where you carry out experi- 
ments in order to find better 
ways to accomplish what you 
might have in mind as to the 
best interests of our concern. 
So, it is actually dealing with 
a science as a whole. 

LS. — Is the present govern- 
ment really carrying out 
what was promised the 
United Party Manif ? 
MADURO — I feel that, as 
experienced in other coun- 
tries, and experienced in our 
last elections, the mistake as 
they tied it in with the ques- 
tions I just answered, is due 
to the fact that a party maj- 
ority was not elected and a 
coalition had to be formed. 
This is something we were 
afraid of and it happened; 
and just as I anticipated that 
we would have some diffi- 
culty, -we are experiencing 
some difficulty, but not 
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really beyond control. It 
would retard progress, but | 
must say that the implemen- 
tation of the Party's platform 
or Manifesto, is being carned 
out, because nght now, |! 
think, we are making prog- 
ress in the field of Agricul- 
ture. Yesterday, we reached 
something like over 500 
pounds of cucurmbers at Para- 
quita Bay, and as you know,’ 
it is our intention to make 
the agriculture a revenue. 
making department rather 
than a continuous liability to 
the government. We also, on 
May 2nd, 0 smed the abba- 
toir and this could also be a 
revenue-making concer for 
the government. The depart- 
ment will now be able to ren- 
der greater services to the 
farmers and carry out farm- 
ing at a more scientific level 
and we will be able to curb 
some of our problems such 
as conserving water. Addit- 
ionally, I must say that we 
are also making strives to the 
social end of it, which is 
being done by Mr. Wheatley 
and you see we are a good 
way on with the “old 
people’s home” and we are 
hoping that as soon as it will 
be completed to set up the 
citizen’s movement action, or 
whatever it will be called; I 
think Mr. Wheatley is also 
doing a good job in order to 
bring education level to the 
standard required, What has 
been happening in the past: 
the children have been grad- 
uating and not being able to 
fit into the private sector, so 
as to fit into the various pos- 
itions, and I think what Mr. 
Wheatley is doing when this 
is campleted, children will 
be able to come out of 
school and will be able to fit 
better into the labour market 
here in the BVI. So I must 
say that, even though for the 











difficulties ] have stated, now 
the members of the BV! 
United Party who are con- 
cerned at making every effort 
in order to carry out the 
Party's Manifesto and | hope 
by the end of the term, if we 
are not completed with all 
that is in the Manifesto, at 
least we will be very close to 
accomplishing most of our 
promises. We are hoping in 
the next few weeks to make 
Anegadians on a level with 
other BV Islanders that 
would become landowners, 
we will be able to give them 
land so that they will be abl 
to better themselves finzs- 
cially. We are making some 
strives also in the line of fish- 
eries. The BVI Fishing Com- 
pany, which is solely owned 
by government and which 
has been another liability, we 
are seeing some promising 
improvements, and is also be- 
coming a revenue-making 
body for government, be- 
cause during the past month 
or so, we gave ten boats fish- 
ing licences to fish for sword 
fish and, according to the 
knowledge we have been able 
to acquire, the San Juan 
Fishery told us that they 
have been delivering fish in 
San Juan at a rate of about 
5000 pounds per boat per 
week, which is very great and 
as a result, the BV! Fishing 
Co., was able to get fish free 
of cost from these boats 
which also gives us an earning 
of over 17000 dollars. With 
a little assistance we would 
be able to muster our fleet 
and instead of depending on 
outsiders to continue, we 
hope we will be able to make 
the most of all that catch for 
ourselves, ' w 
LS. — What do you think 
about more autonomy for 
this Territory? 
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MADURO — What I have 
gathered thus far is that Brit- 
ain, whenever possible, will 
give independence but, in my 
opinion, this is something to 
which 1 am opposed. I opp- 
osed it in the past and | will 
oppose it for as long as is 
possible. But if it is the in- 
tention of Britain to cut us 
loose then I don’t have any 
control on it. I don’t see how 
a small Territory like the BVI 
would be able to stand on its 
own. I feel in some form or 
another it should remain 
either connected with Brit- 
ain, the United States, or 
some large power even 
though we maintain a certain 
amount of self-government, 
internal self-government. But 
with these big nations impos- 
ing their will on us and with 
the number of our seeking 
people who ought to become 
powerful, you can always 
have uprisings, etc.. which 
this country will not be able 
to handle. And | think it 
would not be in the best 
interest of this country to 
actually attain independence. 
LS. — If we were to become 
independent the status of our 
currency would have to be 
cleared or, maybe, negotiated 
with the U.S. Government? 
MADURO — This is some- 
thing I haven't anticipated, 
but again, America being one 
of the world's leading nations 
this would have intemational 
political implications, I think 
America may, or may not. 
Looking at it in the true 
sense of independence we 
would have to have our curr- 
ency, which means, it goes 
without saying, that the 
American dollar would prob- 
ably disappear as the official 
currency of the BVI. We have 
to start as a nation and we 
will have to have our own 
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flag, our own trade balance 
of payments etc. 

LS.s— Must it be necessarily 
like that, don’t you see the 
possibility of some political 
compromise to be made with 
America to continue to use 
their currency and become 
independent still? 
MADURO — It depends on 
what these concessions will 
be. Because it depends on 
how great the concessions 
are, it would become like 
going from one nation, which 
is Britain, to another nation, 
which is America, the way | 
see it, I could be wrong. It 
wouldn't be possible to be- 
come a nation and still use 
another nation’s currency. I 
guess we have been allowed 
to use it because of the close 
connections between Britain 
and the U.S. and being a dep- 
endent territory of Britain | 
believe this is the reason why 
we have the privilege we now 
have. 
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GRENADA 


GAIRY ADDRESSES PUBLIC RALLY, REVIEWS PAST ACTIONS 
St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 18 May 85 pp 7-10 
[Text | I Had No ‘Bad’ Books 


Sir Eric Gairy, Political Leader of the Grenada United Labour Party (GULP) 
paid tribute on May 12th to the propaganda organisation of the Peoples Revo- 
lutinary Government, the Government of Maurice Bishop's New Jewel Movement 
(NJM) which overthrew Sir Eric in 1979. 


"The propaganda that Mr Bishop and his cohorts made was so damned good," he 
said, "that I would have believed it myself when I saw what he wrote and 
heard what he said if I did not know myself as well as I did.” 


Sir Eric was speaking at a GULP public meeting called to protest the with- 
drawal of U.S. Military Forces from Grenada. 


He told a crowd of some 4 to 5 hundred of his followers that, when he was 

"in exile" in the United States after his overthrow, he had received informa- 
tion that, three years before the revolution, "people came from abroad" to 
study his (Gairy's) behaviour so the propaganda could be suitably fashioned 
after the overthrow. 


One of the charges made by the PRG was that Sir Eric had practiced obeah 
(witchcraft) in a special room at his official residence. Sir Eric said the 
PRG propaganda had said "bad" books had been found in that room but, recently, 
two books found in that room had been returned to him and they are both 
Bibles. 


"No average, intelligent man + ave crosses and crucifixes and Bibles in 
his room and have obeah and witcacraft in his room,” he said. 


Three days after the revolution of March 13th 1979, the Press was invited to 
inspect what was called "Gairy's obeah room" at his official residence and did 
find what appeared to be two small altars on which were crucifixes, statues 
of saints and rosaries. 


On those altars also were balls of indigo, pieces of saltpetre and small bags 
of white powder. 
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There were also several Bibles in the room together with other books which 
suggested withcraft. Among these were “The Truth About Withcraft™ by Hans 
Holzer, “Journeys Out of the Body” by Robert Monroe and “Hostage to the 
Devil” by Malachi Martin. 


Among the books also was “The Twelve Blessings--The Cosmic Concept as Civen 
by the Master Jesus." This book is written by Dr George King, “chairman and 
founder of the Aetherius Society,” and in it Dr King claims to be the “mental 
channel” through which Jesus Christ “gave the sacred truths known as the 
twelve blessings.” 


Dr King says that at 12:30 am on January 19th 1959, his mother, Mrs Mary King, 
was picked up by a spacecraft commanded by a being known as “Mars Sector 8" 
and was taken “hundreds of miles from earth in the purple magnificence of 
star-studded space” where the spaceship entered a mother craft and there 

Mrs King met “The Great Master, Jesus, himself.” 


His mother, Dr King says, took with her a book in which had been inscribed 
the “12 blessings” revealed to Dr King by Jesus. Jesus asked for the book, 
Dr King says, and Mrs King saw him bless it, “place it in a beautifully 
ornate box and take it away with hia.” 


Also seen in the special room at Sir Eric's official residence were two black 
robes, a multicoloured robe of blue, yellow and green and a cape of blue, 
green and orange fastened at the front with a bone brooch shaped like a cow. 


Other paraphernalia included a Bishop's staff, a headdress in the shape of 
a cross, a wooden sword, incense sticks and a great number of candles of 
various colours. 


Sir Eric told the meeting that, when he had been asked in an interview 
whether he practiced withcrait, he had replied that different people call 
different things by different nemes. 


"I do something at least twice a day," he said. "I do that thing on my 
knees and I call it prayer.” 


Gairy Gives “Mongoose” Explanation 


"If any of you can find one person employed by my Government or by me as a 
"Mongoose Secret Police,’ if you can't find one but can find the house in 
which he lived, if you can't find that, but can find the erave in which he 
was buried, 1 will give you half of my property.” 


Sir Eric Gairy, political leader of the Grenada United Labour Party (GULP), 
told a public meeting on May 12th that, before his return “from exile” in the 
United States last vear, he had thrown out this challenge to North American 
journalists who had questioned him relative to the report that he had hired 
and commanded a gang of criminals to terrorise his opponents. 
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Sir Eric told the meeting on May 12th that the Bishop regime had spread very 
effective propaganda during Sir Eric's absence from the island after his over- 
throw, and he did not blame “the young boys" for believing it. 


"I want them to know that I love them,” he said. "Bishop did not love then. 
Bishop brought Cubans to the island and put those Cubans above them." 


CSO: 3298/767 
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JPRS-LAM-85~-060 
12 July 1985 


GRENADA 


OPPOSITION MP HITS POLICE; COMMISSIONER RESPONDS 
St Georges THE GRE! A NEWSLETTER in English 18 May 85 pp 10-11 


[Text] Mr Marcel Peters, leader of the opposition in the Grenada House of 
Representatives, has complained of what he calls the “inhuman” and "barbarous" 
behaviour of the Grenada Police in an incident alleged to have taken place 

on April 27th in a district on the east coast of the island. 


In an interview on April 30th Mr Peters told NEWSLETTER some persons had come 
to him with the report that a party of policemen, accompanied by an ex-member 
of the defunct People's Revolutionary Army (PRA), had burned their dwelling 
houses together with their clothing, jewelry and other possessions. 


"I went to have an on-the-spot check on what happened," Mr Peters said, “and 


I saw that 5 houses had been burned." 


These houses, he said, varied in size from about 14" by 12" to 12' by 7' and 
were made of a variety of materials including wood, galvanized iron and 
bamboo. The houses were on “family land," Mr Peters said, and garden crops 
were grown in the area. 


The leader of the opposition said the owners of the destroyed houses told 
him the police had said they were looking for marijuana, and Mr Peters 
understands that some marijuana was found. However, he feels that, if the 
law has been violated, the proper course is to charge the persons involved. 


"Initially, there were 2 policemen and the ex-member of the PRA on the 
scene,” Mr Peters said, “but they found they needed reinforcements so they 
sent the ex-PRA men back in the police jeep to the police station to 
collect more policemen. 


Five persons had been arrested and released on bail, he said, but he was 
concerned over the behaviour of the police in this incident and he had 
spoken that day with the Deputy Commissioner of Police. 


"I have been told an investigation is going on," Mr Peters said, “but I want 


this investigation to be done immediately because it is very annoying that 
poor people should be treated in this manner." 
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Queried that day, Commissioner of Police Mr Russel Toppin confirmed that a 
party of policemen carried out a marijuana raid on April 27th, following 
which, 5 persons were arrested and charged. 


"The police found a field of marijuana which they burned," Mr Toppin said, 
“and it is alleged that some of the huts in which the marijuana is cured 
were destroyed in the process." 


The huts may have caught fire, the commissioner said, ind an investigation 
was then being made into the incident. 


Mr Toppin said he does not believe tle huts were used as dwelling places. 
One woman had complained that she lived there, but there were several other 
huts which he does not think could have been used as residences. 


The commissioner confirmed that an ex-PRA did accompany the police party on 
the marijuana search. The police welcome information from anyone who can 
help them to detect criminal offences, he said, but he thought the police 
had been very indiscreet in this matter. 


"What was wrong,” Mr Toppin said, “is that they allowed this informer to lead 
the police party to the area and, when they needed reinforcements, they 
allowed the informer to drive the police vehicle back to base to get assist- 
ance. 


The commissioner said it was indiscreet to allow such a person to drive the 
police vehicle, but it was an emergency and the sergeant in charge of the 
police party thought it best to remain on the scene to insure that the mari- 
juana was not reaped. 


Mr Toppin regretted the incident, he said, the sergeant has been reprimanded 
for the wrong use of his discretion and a full inquiry was being made into 
all the circumstances. 
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JPRS-LAM~85~-060 
12 July 1985 


GRENADA 


DETAILS OF BLAIZE BUDGET, PETERS’ CRITICISM REPORTED 
Tax Provisions 
St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 27 Apr 85 pp 4-6 


[Text] Presenting Grenada's 1985 budget on April 26, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Herbert Blaize, outlined a number of measures which, he 
said, are designed to bring relief to Grenadians. 


The first is a reduction on the export duty charged on agricultural produce 
which reduction he said is of the order of 25%. 


"We have been able to do this by simplifying the present export rate structure 
from an ad valorum to a specific charge," he said, "so that farmers will gain 

fully from any increase in prices without having to share with government such 
increased benefits." 


The Prime Minister set out the new rates as follows: 


Nutmegs reduced from 19¢ per pound to 15¢ per pound 

Mace reduced from $1.29 per pound to 97¢ per pound 

Cocoa reduced from 50¢ per pound to 38¢ per pound 

Bananas reduced from 15¢ per 100 pounds to 11.25¢ per 100 pounds. 


The goverument hopes to progressively eliminate the export duty tax over a 
period of four years, the Prime Minister said. 


Mr Blaize dealt next with income tax and said it has been decided to increase 
the basic tax free allowance from $1,500.00 to EC$2,500.00. 


He announced also the following increased allowances: 


Spouse allowance increased from $600.00 to $1,200.00 
lst child allowance increased from $650.00 to $1,000.00 
2nd child allowance increased from $650.00 to $ 800.00 
3rd child allowance 

and onwards increased from $350.00 to $ 500.00 
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"In addition,” the Prime Minister said, “the present structure which provides 
for eleven ‘bands’ has been reduced to only six ‘bands’ with a threshold mov- 
ing from zero dollars to $1,000.00" 


The old structure of eleven ‘bands’ was: 


For the first $1,000.00 10% 
For the next 2,000.00 152 
For the next 2,000.00 20% 
For the next 2,500.00 25% 
For the next 2,500.00 30% 
For the next 2,500.00 35% 
For the next 5,000.00 40% 
For the next 5,000.00 502% 
For the next 5,000.00 55% 
For the next 5,000.00 60% 
On excess over 30,000.00 65% 
The new structure of six ‘bands’ is: 
On the first $1,000.00 OZ 
On the next $1,001.00 to $ 6,000.00 10% 
On the next $6,001.00 to $11,000.00 15% 
On the next $11,001.00 to $16,000.00 25% 
On the next $16,001.00 to $21,000.00 35% 
On the next $21,001.00 to $30,000.00 45% 
On excess over $30,000.00 502% 





The Prime Minister said the effect of the new allowances and structure is 
best appreciated by examination of the following cases of persons with cer- 


tain levels of income: 


Class 


Single person with no children 
Single person with one child 
Married person with no children 
Married person with one child 
Married person with two children 
Single person with no children 
Single person with one child 
Married person with no children 
Married person with one child 
Married person with two children 
Married person with three children 
Single person with no children 
Single person with one child 
Married person with no children 
Married person with one child 
Married person with two children 
Married person with three children 
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Annual 
earnings 


30,000.00 
30,000.00 
30 ,000. 00 
30 ,000 , 00 
30,000.00 


Old tax 


339.00 

242.00 

249.00 

152.00 

86.00 
2,182.00 
1,986.00 
2,001.00 
1,806.00 
1,611.00 
1,506.00 
11,040.00 
10,650.00 
10 ,680.00 
10,290.00 
9,900.00 
9,690.00 


New tax 


226.00 
126.00 
106.00 
6.00 
nil 
983.00 
803.00 
773.00 
623.00 
503.00 
452.00 
6,905.00 
6,455.00 
6,365.00 
5,915.00 
5,555.00 
5,330.00 
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“Companies have not been forgotten," the Prime Minister said, "firstly, it 
was felt that some relief should be given to companies by means of reduction 
in the company tax from 55% to 50%, a revenue loss of approximately $350,000. 
Moreover, as a means of stimulating investment by ordinary Grenadians in 
companies or overall development, and bringing dividend income in line with 
interest income, which is currently exempt from income tax, government has 
decided to make dividend income free from Income Tax. 


Mr Blaize said relief will be given also with reference to the stamp duty 
charged on imported goods. This duty he said will now be calculated and 
charged only on the c.i.f. value of goods and not on the c.i.f. value plus 
import duty, the mode which was introduced in 1983. 


This measure is expected to have some impact on the cost of living, the Prime 
Minister said, but the gain to taxpayers is being partially offset by a 152% 
increase in the Extra-regional tariff on some 90 items as a result of a deci- 
sion of the Commonwealth Caribbean Heads of Government meeting in Nassau in 
July 1984. This increase, he said, is being effected for the promotion of 
intra-regional trade. 


The Prime Minister said the budget represents an effort by government to 
relieve Grenadians from the “heavy burdens of taxation" and history has shown 
that a free and unshackled people are generally blessed with the incentive, 
energy and enthusiasm to produce. 


"We recognise that the 1985 budget represents only the first steps in our 
attempt to revitalise and resuscitate the economy of Grenada," he said. "We 
appreciate that there is a lot yet to be done and that complacency is to be 
avoided at all costs." 


Mr Blaize took the opportunity to call on the people of Grenada, Carriacou 
and Petit Martinique to greater productivity, so that, urder God's guidance, 
the future growth and prosperity of the country will be assured. 


Opposition Objections 
St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 27 Apr 85 pp 2-3 


[Text] Mr Marcel Peters, leader of the opposition in the House of Repres:nta- 
tives, has criticized the operation of the National Insurance Scheme (NIS) 
which was introduced during the regime of the People's Revolutionary Govern- 
ment. 


Speaking in the House on April 26, following the presentation of the 1985 
budget by Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Herbert Blaize, Mr Peters 
said that, while NIS is a desirable thing, he could not understand the rush 
with which the echeme had been introduced. 


"It was too hastily done," he said, “and so was not properly organised." 
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The leader of the opposition said people were registered for the scheme with- 
out their correct ages being recorded and, while this creates no problems 
with the making of contributions to NIS, when the time comes for the collect- 
ing of claims, difficulties arise. 


Some people who live far out in the country sometimes have to incur more 
expense than the claim they have to draw in order to get over all these 
difficulties he said and he asked for an immediate investigation into the 
operation of NIS. 


Mr Peters said he noted, from the budget presentation, that “dividends on in- 
come™ (sic) will now be free of tax. 

"This means the shareholders of large companies will have no tax to pay on 
dividends,” he said, “but the poor farmers are still called upon to pay 152% 
increase on their fertilizer's cost." 


Mr Peters said he was taking time to say this because the budget document 
could be meaningless if its deficiencies are not corrected. That document 
has a lot of “nice figures," he said, but conditions “conducive to all con- 
cerned” must be created if the budget is to be successfully implemented. 


The leader of the opposition drew attention of the house to the vote under 
which personal emoluments are provided for. 


"I want to state that this budget did not really consider seriously personal 
emoluments for Parliamentarians, Ministers of Government and, of course, the 
leader of the opposition,” he said. 


Mr Peters said he was not bringing this matter up from a personal point of 
view but from the position of whoever is the leader of the opposition. 


A member of parliament receives a “pittance” of EC$627.00 per month, 

Mr Peters said, and the parliamentarian is expected to visit his or her con- 
stituency and make sure the needs of that constituency are taken care of 
properly. Additionally, he said, no traveling allowance is given and he 
thought this an infringement of human rights. 


The leader of the opposition said parliamentarians are allowed to import 
vehicles with 100% import duty concessions and he thought this proved con- 
clusively, that the post of a parliamentarian is a “traveling post” which 
should have a traveling allowance attached. 


"I wish this honourable house to remember," Mr Peters said, “that the 
leader of the opposition is not the leader of the opposition for the 
constituency of St Andrews North East (his constituency) but is the leader 
of the opposition for Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique." 


Mr Peters said that, in the light of this, the leader of the oppposition, 
who is not in receipt of a traveling allowance, is the victim of an infringe- 
ment of human rights. 


CSO: 3298/767 











JPRS-LAM-85-060 
12 July 1985 


GRENADA 


PUBLIC CONSULTED ON RESTORATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ORGANS 
St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 27 Apr 85 pp 14-15 


[Text] The Grenada Ministry of Local Government on April 20th wound up a 
series of public "consultations" in a move to reestablish local Government in 
the state. 


Dr Francis Alexis, minister for local Government, told NEWSLETTER that this 
meeting was different from those already held. 


"The previous meetings were held in different specific locations for the 
people in those locations,” he said, “but today's workshop has representa- 
tives from all over the island.” 


Dr Alexis said the only areas not represented were Grenada's sister islands 
of Carriacou and Petit Martinique where similar workshops are to be held. 


The minister said the meetings have been very useful in that they have per- 
mitted Government to know the wishes of the public with respect to the form 
local Government should take when it is reintroduced. 


"This exercise has pointed out to us the mistakes we would have made if we 
had not had these consultations,” he said, “and an example of this is the 
modification we have had to make concerning village councils." 


The Government had intended to have a “multiplicity” of these Councils, Dr 
Alexis said, but it has become obvious the public thinks this would be "too 
much confusion.” The total proposed number of village councils has now been 
whittled down from over 100 to 52, he said. 


Other areas in which the public has influenced modifications are in the 
establishment of District Boards and the provision for Central Government 
to nominate members to local Government bodies. 


"There was some doubt in the Ministry as to whether we should have District 
Boards,” Dr Alexis said, “but the people have made it clear they want District 
Boards. As far as nominations to the boards are concerned, we were thinking 
of some Central Government nominations, but the people have raised doubts 
about this and it has been dropped from our proposal." 
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The Minister said he expected to take his proposals to Cabinet within a month. 
He could not say how long Cabinet will take to consider the matter but, it is 
important and he does not expect it to be rushed through. 


Dr Alexis said some difficulty is being experienced with having the draft 
legislation prepared. Technical aid has been sought, there have been some 
hitches but efforts are continuing. 


Grenada has not had Local Government since 1969. At that time, the capital 
city, St George's, was a municipality and there were District Boarcs in all 
the parishes. 


In that year, addressing the Annual Conference of Local Government bodies, 
Mr Herbert Preudhomme, then Minister for Local Government in the Grenada 
United Labour Party (GULP) Government of Sir Eric Gairy, announced his 
Government had decided to dissolve all local Government bodies. 


Mr Preudhomme said this move was to facilitate reorganisation of Local Govern- 
ment in the state but this action was seen as undertaken to oust the Grenada 


National Party which then controlled Local Government. 


GULP did not reorganise or reintroduce Local Government. 


CSO: 3298/768 
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GRENADA 


TOURISM MINISTER HITS BUSINESSMEN FOR LACK OF RESPONSE 
FL062104 Bridgetown CANA in English 1715 GMT 6 Jun 85 


[Text] St Georges, June 6--Grenada's Tourism Minister George Brizan says he 
has noticed some reticence on the part of local businessmen to get involved 
in medium-size and large-scale tourism related projects badly needed to help 
boost this key foreign exchange earning sector. 


Brizan said this was clearly reflected in the lacklustre response a few 
weeks ago when the government invited a number of local entrepreneurs to set 
up a resort at the scenic Grand Etang area, a regular haunt for visitors to 
the island. 


He said he expected the businessmen to at least explore the possibility of 
the project through a feasibility study to determine, among other things, 
whether sufficient funds could be raised to get the venture off the ground, 
but there was a clear feeling of reluctance on their part. 


This is a problem. I think what they should have done was to have at least 
said we are going to explore (the project). We are going to see exactly 

where we can get the funds and so on, he told delegates at a local hotelier's 
conference. 


We do not have the ability to take risks, and I am putting it for what it is 
worth, that if the local entreprenurial class is to develop and make a con- 
tribution to the economy then you must take risks, and you must be prepared 
to take risks, he said. 


Grenada, which last year welcomed 39,000 tourists and netted an estimated 
EC45.7 million dollars (one EC dollar, 37 cents U.S.) from the industry, has 
only 395 hotel rooms. 


CSO: 3298/768 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


CRITICISM OF GRAHAM APPOILNTMENTS--St George's, Mon., (CANA)--Grenadian nutmeg 
growers have criticised the government's decision to appoint retired High 
Court judge Sam Graham as chairman of the Industrial Development Corporation 
(IDC) and the Grenada Development Bank (GDB), both state-run institutions. 
The growers, in a reso.ution passed at the annual general meeting of the 
Grenada Cooperative Nutmeg Association (GCNA) said the move was not in the 
best interests of the agricultural sector. Their argument is that with 
Graham serving in both posts, there would be a conflict of interest between 
agriculture and industry. Copies of the resolution are to be forwarded to 
Prime Minister Herbert Blaize, the minister responsible for industrial devel- 
opment, and Agriculture Minister George Brizan. t | | Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Jun 85 p 15] 


CSO: 3298/768 
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GUYANA 


OPPOSITION ORGANS REPORT ON INDEPENDENT MAY DAY RALLIES 
TUC-Sponsored Activities 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 May 85 pp l, 4 


[Text] The May Day rallies held by the Trade; Union Congress in various areas 
outside of Georgetown were an unqualified success, when the divisive activi- 
ties of the PNC are taken into account. These PNC activities were designed to 
stifle the TUC rallies and cause great confusion among the workers. The radio 
and the state-owned press were skillfully utilised to assist in spreading this 
confusion. It could be said, however, that the efforts of the PNC were a dis- 
mal failure. Big TUC successes were scored in New Amsterdam and Linden. 


A round-up of the various rallies held outside of Georgetown is as follows: 


* Skeldon: A modest turnout of workers on the two marches and at the rally 
heard speakers from the TUC, the GASU, and the NAACIE explain the situation 
facing labour; and who also denounced the splitting activities of the PNC. 
The PNC had intended to hold a counter-rally in the area, but it was called 
off. PPP Executive Committee member Mithulall Mangal also spoke. This rally 
was chaired by Dennis Mangal of NAACIE. 


* Rose Hall: Two enthusiastic marches took place culminating in a large 
rally in a festive mood. Along the routes drums beat out lively rhythms 
which served to keep the marchers in high spirits. Addresses were delivered 
by Premchand Dass for the GAWU and a PSU representative. PPP Executive Conm- 
mittee member and member of Parliament Feroze Mohamed also spoke. No PNC 
counterrally was held here either. 


* New Amsterdam: Early in the morning the PNC staged its ‘rally’ after 
waiting some hours for the crowd of coerced persons and officials to build up 
by the ferry stelling. The PNC marchers considered of some 70 percent mili- 
tary (in plain clothes) and paramilitary (in uniform). There were firemen, 
prison warders, and People’s Militia. Also uncomfortable looking contingents 
of teachers, nurses and students. There was no visible evidence of either 
bauxite workers or sugar workers participating in the farce. This modest 
turnout (half of what the TUC rally was last year) was addressed by Hamilton 
Green Vice President and top PNC official. Only the GLU, MPCA and CTU 
marched with the PNC in New Amsterdam. 
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gent with nearly 200 sugar workers was the largest contingent in the marches 
One march was from Canje and the other from a point in New Amsterdan. Mus 
was supplied by a band playing martial rhythms (hired by the PSU) and a ‘Tas 
team (hired by the GAWU). These two bands created a sensation as the proces- 
sion moved through the streets of the Town to the cheers of the bystanders 

who had earlier looked on the PNC counter-march in silence and obvious dis- 
approval. Marching with the TUC were the PSU, the ATGWU, the TUYM, the GAWI 


‘*s . 
the CCWU, the GBSU, the GMWU, the NAACIE and a small group known as the 
Citizens Committee. 

(The Amalgamated Transport and General Workers Union...ATGWU..is evidently 
split, for in Georgetown a part of it marched with the PNC.) 

Speakers here included Oscar Keene of the PSU, Agnes Gentle of the ATGWU, 
Albert Budhoo of GAWU and Clinton Collymore Member of Parliament and of thx 
PPP Executive Committee. 

* Rosignol: The marchers came from Bath Settlement, joining up with other 
workers all along the route to Rosignol, where the rally was held. Speaker: 
included PSU executive member W. Jones and Narbada Persaud, Member of Parlia 
ment and of the PPP Executive Committee. No PNC counterrally was held here. 
* Linden: Ihe TUC rally in this bauxite Town was a mammoth affair, whi 
dwarted the PNC counter-rally addressed by Prime Minister Desmond Hoyt: 
Addresses were delivered by a representative of the CCWU; N.K. Gopaul for 
the TUC; S. Levis for the GMWU; and by the GBSU President. PPP Member of! 
Parliament and Central Committee member Cyril Belgrave also spoke to the 
workers. The rally was held indoors at Union Headquarters. 

lt is understood that the TUC had applied for police permission to hold its 
rally at Cuffy Square according to tradition, but this was not allowed. The 
permission to hold a rally in Cuffy Square went to the PNC. 

On the march workers shouted slogans ‘25 a day; "We want George Daniel: - 
"Long Live TUC'; "Down with the Splitters’; ‘Down with the Hamper Govt’; 
"Bauxite workers always hungry’: ‘Sugar cake and rice flour can't work.’ 
Thies rally was described as the ‘biggest rally of genuine workers in Linden 
for many years’ and as an indication of the ‘commitment of the workers to 
stand firm with their unions.’ 

* Sisters: In this area on the WBD there was a modest march with a4 ral! at 
Savpit Square. The crowd was addressed by Christopher James of GMWU, Ilvelaw 
France of GAWU and Clement Rohee, Executive member of the PPP. 

® Metan-Meer-Zore: There was 4 mammoth rally which followed an enthusiasti: 
march from Tuechen EBE. The large crowd was addressed by TUC President Georg 


Daniele, PPP Leader Cheddi Jagan and PPP Executive Committee member Lement 
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Rohes. No PNC counter rally was held anywhere on the West Demerara 
either. 


It was observed that among the measures used by the PNC was one to employ a 
fleet of buses which went as far afield as Mahaica to bring people to George- 
town to attend the PNC counter-rally at the Square of the Revolution. This 
rally was addressed by President Burnham, the PNC leader. On the other hand 
work was made available to both sugar and bauxite workers in an effort to 

T7 } 


influence them to earn money, rather than join the TUC marches and rallies. 
This ploy failed. 


In the marches in New Amsterdam and Linden the workers sang ‘We shall Over- 
come’ and ‘Solidarity Forever’ with the rally in New Amsterdam concluding 
with the ‘Internationale.’ 


At all the rallies resolutions were passed denouncing the FNWC splitters, 
demanding $25 per day, and expressing firm support for TUC President George 
Daniels. 


Jagan, Daniels Remarks 
Georgetown MIKROR in English 5 May 85 pp 1, 4 


[Text | nepite of the many difficulties engineered against the TUC, its May 
Day march and rally were a huge success. spontaneit und a general spirit 

of solidarity and comradeship were the hallmarks of the TUC march and rally 

in Georgetown, contrasting sharply with the well-regimented, uniformed and 
compulsory attendance by state employees at the PNC-sponsored march and rally. 


Difficulties which the TUC owercame include: 


--—a blackout by the press and radio of information as to route, time, etc. 
~—the manipulation of the withdrawal of the steel bands which were to 
accompany the march. 

~<the blackout of electricity at the National Park. 

-—the withdrawal of most transport facilities for the PNC rally. 

-~«the efforts to coerce and intimidate workers to attend the PNC rally. 


Despite hurdles placed in the way of TUC organising Secretary Lincoln 

Lewis, in preparing ior May Day, thousands of workers rose above the threate 
of dismissal and discrimination, and marched through the city. In each city 
block citizens rushed owt of homes to greet the marchers and join in their 
chants. They finally settled down at the National Park for the main event-- 
addresses by GAWU's Honorary President, Dr Cheddi Jagan and TUC President 
George Daniels. 


All agreed that the occasion was historic. There were reasons for concern 
too. Daye prior to May Day unions affiliated to the ruling party, for 
reasons better known to them, broke away from the [UL and organised a 


counter rally addressed by President forbes Burnhan. It wae the bleakest 
moment since 1953,” said TUC President George Daniels. 








Dr Jagan, Piven a rousing wel e as e ¢ x the microphones scotted at 





epithets thrown at the TUC |! the rulin irtyv. "Words such as detractors, 
destabilisers and opportunists ar: ing hurled,” he declared. 

Speaking about the arms buildup | imperialist nations and the threat to 

world peace, Dr Jagan said i: ivana it was “senseless for President Burnham 
to spend millions on arms for a big army.” He traced the decline in other 
programmes and noted that in contrast, this year’s allocation for the security 
forces amounts to $190 millions, million more than the previous year. 


Dr Jagan supported TUC moves for cuts in the army, national service, overseas 
embassies and the huge Government apparatus. 


He called for a halt on the use of ‘diversions’ to beef up the army. First 
the Brazilians were coming, then the Venezuelans and now ‘rockets are found 
on our foreshore.’ He called for the establishment of a genuine people's 
militia. 


The PPP General Secretary traced also past government actions of racial and 
political discrimination and the use of state funds for PNC political work. 
(Hurried preparations for Revolution Square cost more than $4 million.) He 

called for a halt in discrimination in food distribution and backed the TUC 
demand for importation of wheaten flour. 


On the labour scene Dr Jagan said the PNC must honour its commitment to the 
TUC to consult it on labour matters and stated that the Labour Amendment 

Act must be repealed. He likewise lashed out at the government for not imple- 
menting workers’ participation in the nationalised sector. ‘There can be 

no socialism without democracy’ he said. In relation to the TUC, the veteran 
trade unionist said insults are thrown at George Daniels by the regime. 
"Because Daniels is showing courage and integrity by standing firmly with the 
workers against your pressures, you want to chop off his head,’ Dr Jagan said. 


A solution to the present problems, he said, lies in the class struggle which 
in Guyana's context means fighting against the IMF, devaluation, denationali- 
sation, antiworking class policies and support for anti-imperialist actions. 
The class struggle also means, he said, to struggle against the dominan 
tendency in the ruling party which wants to maintain the existing system 
which is causing economic stagnation and mass poverty. 


He declared that to go forward the battles must be waged in the context of 
the need for a political solution. He called for an alliance of all progres- 
sive forces to move forward to a democratic, anti-imperialist and socialist 
oriented course. 


President George Daniels also addressed the need for change. He said the 
TUC, for which there is a rebirth of confidence since last year, has been 
defending the workers’ rights. "The going will be muddy and rough,” he said, 


"but with the support of people of Guyana we must achieve our objectives. 











Daniels outlined the present state of the wages negotiations with government. 
He said that the TUC is sticking to the analysis that a minimum monthly salary 
$1357.78 for a family of six is necessary. As part of the package he also 
said the TUC is bargaining for indexation of wages to cope with inflation and 
rising cost of living. He also announced plans for a new tax structure that 
bears relation to the minimum wage. Among other things the TUC is looking 
into demands for adjustments in traveling and meal allowances. 


The TUC President, for the first time made public the findings of the TUC's 
Political Committee, which he heads. The Committee looked at the causes of 
the crisis which include a structural dependence of the economy on the capi- 
talist markets in being primary producers, the effects of the capitalist 
crisis on Guyana and increases in fuel and other prices. 


Other deep-seated problems internally are the economic crisis, a closed 
political system denying workers involvement in political decisions, a frag- 
mented working class due to political manipulation and perpetuation of racial 
and sectoral interests, lack of productivity and restrictions on democratic 
political practice. 


The situation needs drastic solutions. ‘As a prerequisite for redressing the 
crisis, a political solution is paramount,’ he said and explained the TUC's 
concept of a political solution as the need for Revolutionary Democratic 
Alliance of forces with socialist aspirations. He included the private 
sector in this alliance, in an advisory capacity. 


He said that the TUC's position is different from those of the various poli- 
tical parties and called for the establishment of a Consultative Body of top 
leaders of socialist oriented political parties, with the TUC as chairman 
playing the role of an autonomous and independent agent of labour. 


lie further noted that the PNC has so far shown that the economic crisis is 
beyond its control and a political crisis would not be in its interest to 
acknowledge. The PPP, on the other hand, has shown little interest in the 
exclusive control of political power without which its capacity to resolve 
crucial political problems becomes limited. The WPA, he said, does not seem 
to be ready for the contest of political office. 


He concluded that with the ‘dedication, commitment and high level of politi- 
cal consciousness of the leadership of the PPP,’ the PNC's control of the 
levels of power and communication and the intellectual expertise at the 
disposal of the WPA, the country can be taken on a road of progress. 


Also speaking at the National Park was President cf the Trade Union Youth 


Movement, Michael Ford. He spoke on the role of youths and students and their 
role in the present situation. 
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Pollydore Speech 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 May 85 p l 


[Text] Joseph Pollydore, General Secretary of the Guyana Trades Union 
Congress, chaired the May Day rally at the National Park. Pollydore has been 
at the helm of the trade union movement for as long as most people could 
remember. In the few words below, in his own deliberate style, backed with 
tremendous experience, he feelingly captures the complexities of the Guyana 
scene which occasioned at each pause an applause from appreciative workers 

at the rally. Over to Pollydore. 


I want to say that 32 years ago, in 1953, the TUC was then dissolved and a 
new TUC was formed. That was when the Constitution was suspended. There 

was a break in working class unity at the time. Those who did so were 
considered right wingers. I have no name-book description for those who have 
done so on this occasion. 


What is perhaps worthwhile to take note of is that we have developed a new 
trend that is, we must establish parallel organisations where we can't 
control existing ones. We must take note of the fact that we now have a 
Guyana Council of Religion. We must take note of the fact that we have a 
new organisation of trained West Indian Lawyers. We must take note of the 
fact that whereas we had an authentic Guyana Peace Council, we now have 
another peace council (Guyana Council for Peace and Solidarity, Ed.) 


I am sure that those of you who are here are proud of the fact that without 
the support of the rabbi, school children and the military, you are here in 
your thousands. 


I want to say this, however, that those who seek to divide the movement must 
take note of the fact that this division is usually exploited by the very 
external forces that we sometimes talk about cooperating to fight against. 
You cannot talk about cooperating in defeating external forces when you are 
creating the situation where it is easier for external forces to penetrate. 


In 1958 all forces in this country marched together. Today they are 
separated. I must say for me, I have learnt a new lesson in the past few 

days about the political situation inthis country. I had thought that genuine 
efforts were afoot to bring together a working understanding of the political 
parties in this country. But, alas! I must say this. I1 am convinced that 
all the moves are in fact so superficial that you can discount then. 


We have adopted a resolution in the TUC calling for a political solution. 
On that basis we planned this May Day to be a mammoth May Day bringing all 
forces together. I cannot see therefore, if we are all agreed on the need 
for a solution to our crisis, how this division could have been engineered. 
And of course it was engineered. 


We shall move on. I told my comrades that if we had 10 persons, let us march. 
I pass through life when at my age this is the only place I belong--the TUC. 
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I cannot belong to any other TUC. When I am out of this TUC, 1 am out for 
good, not to belong to any other TUC. And whatever bit of energy still 
remains with me, I promise you, I will dedicate it towards the preservation 
of this TUC. 


Attack on ‘Destabilization’ 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 5 May 85 p 2 





[Editorial: "Who Are the Destabilisers?"] 


[Text] A superabundance of accusations were hurled by leaders of the People's 
National Congress at the May Day rally sponsored by that party and at the 
Critchlow Wreath Laying Ceremony. The words ‘disrupters,’ ‘destabilisers,' 
‘detractors,’ ‘opportunists’ were some of the labels used. Prime Minister 
Desmond Hoyte waxed hot when he said that ‘opposition elements’ have started 
a ‘feverish, desperate effort to confuse, to disrupt and to do everything 
possible to prevent the progress and deepening of the revolution.’ We may ask 
in passing--what revolution? 


The $64 question on many lips is, well, who are the destabilisers? Who in 
the ‘opposition’ is trying desperately to ‘confuse and disrupt’? The other 
question is, why was there a parallel May Day march and rally in Georgetown 
and other places? What was the real reason? When one examines carefully 
the circumstances that led to the famous walk out from a TUC meeting, one can 
find nothing more serious than a mild dispute over the title of a seminar, 
certainly not enough for even a grunt of disapproval. Was the parallel May 
Day operation by the PNC held because the TUC did not agree to the PNC 
General Secretary's request that the Labour Minister be put in charge of 
organising the May Day activities? Even that could hardly elicit much emo- 
tion. The fact is that there is no visible, to the public at any rate, 
reason for the pull out from the traditional TUC May Day activities. If 

we are talking about divisions in our society, then surely the ones who 
pull out and go their own way are the splitters. Always watch the finger 
that points at the accused! 


Whenever the ruling party has found itself in real trouble, it generally 
resorts to accusations and well-embroidered threats in order to elicit 
sympathy. We have gone through the threatening cloud of a Brazilian ‘inva- 
sion.’ Then we were subjected to dozens of puffed-up steries pronouncing 

an imminent ‘invasion’ from Venezuela. An attempt was made to beef up 
threats from the North American colossus, but there was apparently too little 
evidence to give grist to the mill. Now, the threat is from within! 


We all know, of course, of the Guyanese who were attempting to purchase and 
ship arms to Guyana in furniture crates. But they were caught in a ‘sting’ 
operation and are before the Canadian courts at this moment. Is there more 
to this than we know? Are they the subversives who endanger Guyana? Are 
the mysterious floating crates of rockets part of a destabilisation effort? 
If so, tell us, but don’t just throw out labels that are meaningless and 
make allegations which are useless unless backed up by some facts and infor- 


mation. 
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There are hints, now and then, that ‘certain’ people are in the pay of the 
CIA. We know the CIA has been operating here for a long time. We have con- 
crete, documented evidence of what they did in Guyana in the ‘60s, when, with 
the help of a number of people still here, they did their best to overthrow 
the legitimate government of the PPP, elected at free and fair, not rigged, 
elections. Maybe some of these same people are familiar with how the CIA 
operates. Guyanese should be told specifics, so they can be on guard. 


It is a sad commentary on Guyana that it has become a nation of parallels--a 
parallel economy that is more powerful than the national economy; parallel 
farmers’ organisations; parallel religious councils; parallel friendship 
societies and now parallel May Day rallies. When will it stop? And of what 
use does it serve the nation? It is most unwise for leaders of the govern- 
ment to talk about dividing the working class, when it is obvious to the work- 
ing class who is, in fact, responsible for the divisions. 


CATHOLLC STANDARD Report 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 5 May 85 pp l, 4 


[Text] The official May Day Rally organised by the TUC in Georgetown drew 
about 3,000 workers for its march through the streets to the National Park. 


The National Media completely blacked out any mention of the TUC Rally while 
giving full advertisement and coverage to the PNC-sponsored rally. 


On the way to the Park the TUC supporters were frequently cheered by onlookers. 


At the Park they arrived to find no electricity for the public address system, 
and had to rig up a makeshift systen. 


Similar power failures had occurred the previous Friday and Saturday nights 
during the TUC Fair at the Park, which seriously affected attendance. 


Nevertheless, the Speakers at the Rally were given a most enthusiastic 
reception. 


Bro. Joseph Pollydore, who chaired the proceedings, told the cheering crowds 
that without the support of the Rabbi, schoolchildren, the military and the 
paramilitary, "You are here in your thousands today." 


He warned that those who sought to divide the workers should remember that 
external forces take advantage of divisions in the people's ranks. 


Speakers were Michael Forde, President of the TUYM, Dr Cheddi Jagan and 
1UC President George Daniels. 


Two resolutions were passed at the rally. One called for a $25-a-day minimum 
wage from Jan. 1, 1984 and a new minimum wage more than this for 1985. 
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The rally viewed the action of some affiliates in supporting a separate May 
Day rally as a serious threat to the trade union movement, because of the 
confusion and further divisicn that would be created among the workers and 
therefore resolved to call on the TUC to seriously analyse the causes of the 
present division and take appropriate action to ensure unity of the trade 
union movement. 


While this rally was going on, a far larger crowd was gathered at the Square 
of the Revolution for a rally in opposition to that of the TUC, having marched 


from the Public Buildings and Kitty. 


Ministry and Corporation employees had been subjected to intense ‘mobili- 
sation’ to attend this counter rally. 


Staff meetings had been held at which government officials strongly advised 
all members to attend the rally which the government favoured. 


Rewards for attending were promised in the form of free tee shirts and cloth 
caps, lunch chits, beer and other drinks. 


The military and paramilitary were out in large numbers and school children 
were very much in evidence. 


State and corporation vehicles were, as is usual for PNC gatherings, 
commandeered for the occasion. 


Many bands were also provided to accompany the march. 


At the Square of the Revolution of the PNC rally was chaired by Ms. Jean 
Persico and the main spaker was President Burnham. 


Reports from the bauxite town of Linden are that attendance at the TUC rally 


vastly outnumbered that organised by the PNC at which Prime Minister Hoyte 
spoke. 

The TUC, which was denied the use of | Square in Linden, met on the 
Wismar side of the river and marched across to their union hall. 


Their large rally was held in the open, beside the union hall. 
Call for Union Independence 

Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in Englis! May 85 | 

(Editorial: “Independent TUC Needed” | 


[Text] Guyana is not a one-party state. It never was and we hope it never 
will be. 


Our Constitution, drafted by the ruling party, guarantees the right to form 
political parties and their freedom of action. It also guarantees the right 
freely to associate. 














Yet, the ruling party acts as if it were the only one in the country and, 
through itc doctrine of paramountcy, seeks to control not only the ‘commanding 
heights of the economy," but every organisation within the state, including 
workers’ organisations, the trade unions. 


The party now uses the national media as its own exclusive property. The 
manner in which the May Day Rally was totally blacked out from the national 
media, while the impression was given that there was only one csally--that 
sponsored by the party--is reminiscent of the worst kind of dictatorship. 


The party is obviously anxious to regain control of the trade union movement, 
which it lost at the TUC elections last September. 


The workers, however, in the face of centralised control of the economy, see 
the need to be organised independently as workers. 


They need to be reassured that leaders of the trade union movement when bar- 
gaining with government, their biggest employer, are prepared to stand fully 
and courageously with then. 


Workers in Guyana know only too well how vulnerable they are to arbitrary 
dismissal. A sacked worker, especially a worker dismissed from the public 
service or from a public corporation, has the greatest difficulty in finding 
other employment. 


Often he or she is forced to emigrate. 


Our laws--including our new Constitution--offer the worker little protection. 
There is no provision in Guyana for the government or a public corporation 

to be sued for wrongful dismissal, as long as due notice of dismissal has 
been given. 


In many other Caribbean Commonwealth countries industrial legislation has been 
enacted similar to that which exists in England, extending the protection 
afforded workers beyond the right to notice of dismissal. Not so in Guyana. 


The only recourse the workers have is to their trade unions and these need to 
be free from government control. 


Leaders in the trade union movement in the past--especially the TUC--had a 
poor record of standing up for the workers. 


We have seen massive scabbing, and the TUC did nothing. Eighty-two workers 
were dismissed from Guyana Stores, and many other sackings have followed 
with hardly a whimper from the TUC, 


Under new leadership the TUC has signaled its determination to take an 


independent stand. 


Unions that in the past refused to march under the banner of the TUC because 
it was controlled by the party, have now given their full support to the 


movement. 
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Hopefully, the workers in those unions affiliated to the ruling party will 
now do all in their power to persuade their leadership to take an independent 
stand and unite under the leadership of a liberated and dynamic TUC. 


WPA Organ'’s Report 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 6 May 85 p 4 


[Text] On May 1, 1985 Georgetown sparked as thousands of working men and 
women held a militant labour march through the streets of the city. It was 
the first time in the last seven or eight vears that the TUC was forced to 
organise a workers’ rally without the help and resources of the state. 


The TUC march was prevented from starting by the Police who allowed it t 
move off only after 9.15 a.m. As the crowd of unionists and other citizens 
hung around the Independence Park, the CCWU contingent arrived and was 
greeted with loud applause. It was second in size only to the GAWU group. 


The march was led by TUC President George Daniels and other members of the 
TUC executive, including Leslie Melville, Lincoln Lewis (GBSU and TUC Organ- 
ising Secretary) and C Y Thomas (GWU). 


In Georgetown, the middle-sized TUC march was overshadowed in numbers by the 
state-sponsored march which was heavily backed by PNC orders to ministries 
and corporations to force their employees to march or else. The security 
forces provided large numbers of men and women disguised in civilian clothes. 


The only victory of the state-sponsored breakaway marchwas in numbers. In 
terms of freedom, it was a failure. The TUC march led by Daniels was made up 
of workers who knew they are taking a risk in defying orders to march with 

the State. They did so freely and in the high spirits of working people's 
rebellion. The march was hailed by the masses of people along the street 

who shouted the same demands the trade union ranks were making: demands for 
relief. A heavy chant throughout the ranks was against rice flour and rice 
three times a day and “Labour Power! No Dictator!” Bringing up the rear of 
the TUC march were many who were unattached to unions and wished to show their 
solidarity. 


Criticism of Party Involvement 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 6 May 85 p 2 


[Text] The five TUC out of town rallies were all addressed by members 
listed in yesterday's MIRROR as Central Committee members of the People's 
Progressive Party. Some also had the qualification of member of Parliament. 
On the side of the breakaway rallies, therewas a similar arrangement, all of 
them being addressed by PNC leaders. 


There are party leaders who are trade union leaders in their own right, and 
these would fit in at May Day rallies of the type planned. OPEN WORD sounds 
the warning that such arrangements follow the old political culture of trade 
union platforms being used by a political party for its own growth. They play 
into the hands of the ruling party and should be seriously reconsidered. 


CSO: 3298/770 








REPORTAGE ON BURNHAM'S MAY DAY RALLY ADDRESS 


PNC Achievements 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 5 May 85 p 1 


[Text } 


having 


thet there ere those who 


wmerst 


{In its issue of 12 
May, page 1, NEW 
NATION carries the 
following “correc- 
tion”: 

[ In our last issue 
the printer's devil 
played a peculiar 
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GUYANA 


trick on us. A nun- 
ber of lines were 
omitted from a para- 
graph with the re- 
sult that the entire 
meaning of that 
paragraph was changed. 
[What appeared was: 
"This, he said, was 
because the Govern- 
ment had pledged to 
the workers: Not a 
cent more.” 

[ In fact, the para- 
graph should have 
read, “This, he said, 
was because the PNC 
Government, having 
come out of the 
working class, was 
aware of the prob- 
lems of the workers. 
The previous Govern- 
ment had pledged to 
the workers: Not a 
cent more."] 


The PNC Government by 
virtve of its socielist 
onentstion is committed to 
the improvement of the 
quality of the Me of the 
people and for the im 
provernent to be continued 
there must be = increesed 
production and productivity 
at of levels 


And in the drive for in 
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Threat of Sabotage 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 5 May 85 p l 
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JAGAN TALKS TO PRESS, COMMENTS ON DIALOGUE WITH PN 
Criticism of PNC Actions 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 12 May 85 pp l, 4 
[Text] The struggle of the working people for unity and social progress con- 


tinues but with many obstacles thrown in the path, General Secretary of the 
People's Progressive Party, Cheddi Jagan, on Thursday, May 9, met with the 
local and foreign media to discuss the current situation. He emphasised 

the need for a peaceful solution to Guyana’s problems and called on the 
government to reverse its present course and “prepare the proper climate tor 
a meaningful dialogue.” Below is the full text of Dr Jagan's statement read 
at the Press Conference: 


The serious and potentially dangerous situation arising from the recent 
divisive actions of the ruling People’s National Congress has underlined 
this necessity to meet with you, regrettably at such short notice today, 
May 9--a day when progressive humanity is celebrating the 40th anniversary 
of the defeat over Hitlerite fascism, Japanese militarism and the end of 
the Second World War. 


We join in paying tribute to the 55 million, including 20 million Soviet 
citizens, who lost their lives in that war. In this period of nuclear con- 
frontation and the danger of a nuclear holocaust the PPP calls for the 
broadest possible antiwar coalition, similar to the anti-Hitlerite coalition 
during World War II. The preservation of world peace is the most important 
and urgent issue today. The threats and embargos against Nicaragua must 
cease, and the Caribbean must be made a Zone of Peace. 


Peaceful Solution 


Guyana too needs a peaceful political solution. The PNC, by cynically engi- 
neering a split in the labour movement and planning to widen further the 
cleavage by interference in union elections, is sowing the seeds not of coop- 
eration, but of confrontation. This campaign of hostility undermines the 
atmosvhere for a national dialogue, aimed at bringing about a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the volitical crisis in Guyana. 
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He said the PPP, since receiving the invitation for constructive dialogue, had 
written to the PNC asking for “concrete proposals" for these talks, but had 
not received what it considered a satisfactory response from the ruling party. 
"We are not opposed to talks per se, but at this stage we want something con- 
crete from the PNC...the government says it wants to talk, then it must say 
what it wants to talk about,” he said. 


He also contended that his party was wot seeking out conditions for talks with 
the PNC. And, the PNC, he added, needs to set what he referred to as “the 
proper climate for a meaningful dialogue.” He denied that there was a split 
within the ranks of the PPP on the question of constructive dialogue with the 
PNC. 


And, on allegations that the PPP was onthe verge of entering into an ailiance 
with other forces in Guyana with a view to attaining political power, he said: 
“Like any other political party, the PPP is interested in political power... 
but we are not in alliance with any strange bedfellows." 


He repeated his call for a National Patriotic Front Government and contended 
that the PPP was interested in “broad dialogue" with all social and economi<« 
forces in Guyana. He, "personally," was not interested in any post within any 
National Patriotic Front Government. 


The PPP leader accused the government of “engineering a split in the labour 
movement and of pursuing a path of confrontation.” He has also urged a reform 
of Guyana's electoral laws, which he contended, since 1968, have spawned 
unrepresentative governments. 


He took the opportunity to report that he visited Trinidad and Tobago last 
weekend at the head of a PPP delegation to give evidence before a mission (on 
Guvana's election system) headed by one Lord Chitnis. 


And he said, he is of the opinion that an International Commission observing 
general elections here would not be interference in Guyana's internal affairs. 
Neither was the Chitnis Mission interfering in Guyana's domestic affairs, he 
contended. 

Meanwhile, the PPP leader has suggested that a local Parliamentary delegation 
be sent to Cuba and Nicaragua to study the election machinery in these two 
countries. 
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GUYANA 


WPA ORGAN OUTLINES AIMS IN FAIR-ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
Georgetown DAYCLEAN in English 11 May 85 p l 


[Text] Now is the time to sign. The Elections Mission, invited to Guyana 

to examine our electoral law, met last week in Trinidad and Tobago to receive 
evidence from Guyanese. The Mission, made up of Lord Chitnis of the British 
Parliamentary Human Rights Group and Professor Greenberg of Americas Watch, 
went to Trinidad and Tobago because they were banned from entering Guyana. 

Dr J.K.M. Richmon Richmond, and representatives from the Guyana Human Rights 
Association, the Guyana Bar Association, the People's Progressive Party and 
the Working People's Alliance gave the Mission a very full account of how 
elections in Guyana are rigged. Brother Eusi went for the WPA. 


The Mission is to publish a first report on its findings very shortly. A 
longer report is to be released later. 


Now is the time to sign the people's petition which makes six reasonable 
demands for free and fair elections. The Signature Campaign is open to 
supporters of all political parties in Guyana. You only have to be of voting 
age to sign. 


These are the demands of the signature campaign: 

(1) That the voters’ list be prepared by an independent Elections Commission; 
(2) That overseas voting be abolished; 

(3) That ballots should be counted at the place of voting; 


(4) That the printing and custody of the ballots be the sole responsibility 
of an independent Elections Commission; 


(5) That all parties involved in the voting have equal access to the national 
press and radio; 


(6) That the police and armed forces safeguard the right of all citizens and 
political parties to campaign freely and lawfully and ensure that the 1985 
General Elections in Guyana are free and fair and free from fear. 


The results of the Signature Campaign are to be sent to the current chair or 
Caricom who is Prime Minister George Chambers of Trinidad and Tovago. When 
you sign, you say you want a change. If you don't sign, you must find another 
way to let CARICOM know your feelings. 
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WPA REPLIES TO CONTACT ARTICLE, NOTES PNC-PPP TsLKS 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Jun 85 p 10 


[Text ] 


Caribbean Contact published 
in its May 1985 (Vol 12 No.2) 
issue an article about the pos- 
sible purpose and role of the 
Working People’s Alliance 
(WPA) in Guyana. The article 
stirred some controversy and 
the WPA has sent us its re- 
sponse. We are publishing that 
response in two installments: 


THE way questions are being posed 
to the Working People’s Alliance 
(WPA) of late, one would think 
it held state power, or was des 
tined to hold state power. We our- 
selves know ef no such destiny! 
We are fighting, in a very difficult 
situation, not only against the 
Burnham dictatorship, but against 
the old politics. 


of questions, with the right to reply 
later. 
Question: Is the new line of the 


party influenced by a desire to be- 


78 


come more involved in the current 
talks being held between the PNC 
and the PPP? Perhaps they fear 
that they are in danger of being 
left out in the cold, yet further 
away from the levers of power? 
Answer: No. WPA cannot be 
come more involved, since it is 
not involved. Regarding the pro- 
posed talks between the PPP and 
the PNC, the WPA does not sce 
such talks as a betrayal and will 
not accuse the PPP of betrayal 
for responding in any way to the 
call. It must be remembered that 


» the PNC has been rejecting calls 


from the PPP for talks since 1977 
In considering the request for 
talks, the PPP seems to influ- 
encéd (1) by the very real control 
of the highly armed state by the 
PNC; (2) by a belief that inside the 
are persons concerned with 
the salvation of the country as a 
whole; (3) by the view that the 
crisis presents the possibility of 
bargaining the PNC out of its 
false dominance of the political 
scene 


DANGER FOR WPA 


The talks have one danger for 
the WPA. There is the possibility 
that the regime wants them as a 
means of finding a cover for the 
repression of the WPA and the new 
trade union rebellion—which is an 


GUYANA 








independent force, along with the 
tcnewed Stirrings in sections of the 
Church. However, the PPP ws 2 
popular force, fully aware of the 
feclings of the masses in Guyana. It 
knows that a surrender will not be 
missed by the masses 

The WPA cannot be “left out im 
the cold” by what other parties 
plan to do. Even without having 
been in Parliament, the party en- 
joys the warm embrace of masses of 
working people in most parts of 
the country 


VIEWS ON TALKS 
WITH DICTATORS 


This is a chance for us to Say 
something to all concerned on the 
uestion of how we ourselves sec 
the whole idea of talks with a dicta 
torship. Some Latin American ex 
periences show - the Commonwealth 
Caribbean offers none -that in the 


course of struggle and when licta- 


torships find that they cannot 
carry on in the old way, negotia- 
tions have arisen between the 
armed and unarmed resistance and 
the regimes (as in El) Salvador), or 
between the armed resistance and 
an elected government (as in 
Colombia) 

WPA is not an armed resistance 
but if in the course of struggle, 
the peoples’ forces become so 
visibly strong that the regime finds 
the need to negotiate with that 
part of it associated with the WPA, 
the WPA will have to study what 
the people's movement stands to 
gain by such negotiations, weigh 
them with the alternatives and take 
a sensible decision 

So far as we know, this point 
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The PNC may 
ipating mf partly, m ats 
invitatson to the PPP to talk. Thas 
may be why the PPP publcty called 
on the TUC to support the PPP in 
its negotiations with the PN 


STRUGGLE FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


In short, if the struggle for 
democracy is effective, and if the 
dictatorship stil has any sanity, 
it may seck to negotiate for pa 
triotic rcasons) The party must 
then discuss whether negotiation 
is the next step in the people's 
fight for bread and justice. In 
matters of this kind no political 
force can be dogmatic one way o1 
the other 

It is not our view, with duc 
respect to those who think dif. 
ferently, that the popular struggle 
in Guyana has the momentum at 
present to squeeze concessions out 
of the rulers through negotiations 
What the rulers are trying to do 
is to nip the struggle in the bud 

We have to esk why the PN( 
refused in 1982 to attend a Crisis 
Mecting called by the Guyana 
Council of Churches and attended 
by all other political parties, in 
cluding the WPA’? Why in 1977 
it rejected with disdain a call from 
the’ PPP for a National Patriotic 
Front while the WPA commented 
favourably on the principle? And 
why now in 1985, the PNC takes 
the lead in calling on the PPP for 
negotiations’ 

Some confusion has arisen over 
our call for reconciliation, not of 
any three parties, but of the Guy 
anese nation—because of our well 
known position against the inclu 


has not yet arrived 
™ anin 


79 


the PNC om anv sett 


son of 
ment 


HE ESSENCE OF 
IHE MATTER 


low eve cven when Hf was 
1978 at the PPP's con 
ference on the National Patriot 
Fromt, against the inclusion of 
the PNC. the cause of the prob 
lem, the WPA declared that if the 
ruling party conceded of consented 
to fair and free elections, then such 
a party would be a new PNC. This 
is the essence of the matter 

If we now say that that party 
which wins should invite others to 
form @ national government, we are 
posing the same questions of the 
legitimacy and the good faith of the 
PNC in a new period, in a new way 


ai, ing if 


This question clearly carries a sense 
of the possible results of a fair and 
free election. The question is 
whether the PNC which is sure to 
be defeated at a fair and free elec- 
tion will accept the verdict of the 
people and join anything mn which 
it is not paramount? 

The Appeal from Guyana issued 
just before Tim Hector’s call for 
a three-party unity appeared in the 
Outlet, was intended m part to do 
the oy (1) tell the Carib. 
bean that after years of dictator. 
ship a political solution cannot 
exclude the Guyanese people; (2) 
set oul! in clear terms that the 
people must be: allowed to say in 
genuine: elections where their choice 
lies, ot their choices lie; (3) repeat 
our formulation of 1978 that a 
PNC which concedes fair and free 
elections will be a new tyre of 
PNC; (4) update our view on the 
form of government of national 
unity and reconstruction 


To be continued next month 
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GUYANA 


IMF REJECTION ASSESSED; FUTURE COURSE MAPPED 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 May 85 pp l, 5 


Hs de iyi at sth i he the BH 
H ya el ii 
Hd ey HUF 


mute | nF ii tay 


ipsa ADH a “it 


[Text | 








890 


cso: 


3298/771 


in @ similar position. 
(Nicaragua which was in danger of being declared 
igible, recently paid off all its arrears). 
One consequence likely to flow from such @ declaration by 
the Board is the closing off of financial aid from the Fund 
nsett 
it is significant to note, however, that since the cofapse of 
the programme the Government signed with the IMF in July 
1982. Guyana hes hed no egreements or programmes with 


by the IMF Board, some of the country's creditors such as 


The way out of our economic problem will continue to be 
that of increased production, productivity and export and 


8] 
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Burnham Addres 
Georgetown SUNDA HRON] in English 12 May & 
i“ tts A ‘ 
| iext we fave got to take [ rage in our i ror re tion is waging 
an offensive against Guyana. 
This was the gist of one of the important essages eft wit embers of the 
Generai Council of the People's National Congress by Part eader Presicent 
Forbes Burnham vesterday morning. 
This is the year when the threat from the reactionaries is going to be the 
greatest and already o is witnessing all sorts of permutations and combina- 
tions taking place, Cde. Burnham told that session o! eeneral Council to 
which heads of Government Corporations, Ministries and agencies and other 
rovernment officials were specially invited. 
In his two-hour address Cde. Burnham dealt with among other things, the 
political situation in this region, the arms race, the state of the ati nal 
economy and Government's programmes in pursuit of meaningful development and 
Guyana and the Laternational Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Dealing with the IMF, he noted that sin the ist me ig of Genet mecil 
(last January) the IMF has said it will declare Guyana ineligible t on 
IMF resources and should meet in another four days on this matter. 
Guyana, he stressed, will honour its obligations and from time to time seek 
to settie its indebtedness with the IMI However, as a people we should not 
worry about whether the IMF dec/are } ineligible or eligible to draw on its 
resources. 
He referred to the harsh ten the IMF has been secking to impose ot untries 
like Guyana and pointed out that acceptance of the terms being advanced by 
that international financial inst‘*ution would be tantamount to the “kiss of 
’ 

death.’ 
He also drew attention to recent remark: President Lau Nyerers 
Tanzania and Jose Sarney of Brazil about their respective natior's relation 

\ i ij ) ) 1) 
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with the IMF, and who had poirted out that while paying their debts was a 
matter of honour their countries could not do so at the cost of the suffer- 


‘ , 
ing anc starving of their people. 









And stressing that Guyanese should not be worried about the IMF declaring 
Guyana ineligible, he noted that all the “eligible bachelors"--as determined 


A 


by the IMF and including those in this region--are “getting blow” anyway. 









































He also stressed that in spite of not entering into any new arrangements 

with the IMF, unlike those countries which have so done, Guyana has been 
able to put in place arrangements for a number of new projects for the 
nation's development. Guyana, he stressed, has the resources, the will, the 
skills and the initiative to succeed. And referring to the political situ- 
ation in this region, he noted that the U.S. Administration seems intent on 
removing the duly elected Sandinista Government in Nicaragua and on replacing 


it with the Contras. 





Nicaragua and Guyana, Cde. Burnham noted have been subjected to the same type 
of pressure being exerted through some international financial institutions. 


"Reaction is waging an offensive,” he warned. "Yesterday it was Grenada. 
Today it is Nicaragua. Your guess is as good as mine when it will be 
Guyana’s turn,” Cde. Burnham told the large gathering. 


Countries like Guyana, he pointed out, have two options: do a deal and 
lie prostrate before the man (imperialism) or fight to maintain their treedon, 


ndependence and dignity. 


“There is nothing to be gained by compromising with the man... [or] by selling 
our birthright for a mess of pottage,” he added. 


Chandisingh Report 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 12 May 85 p l 


[Text] General Secretary of the People's National Congress, Cde. Ranji 
Chandisingh, told the current sittin of the General Council of the Party that 
there has bee: < marked and sustained rise in citizens’ participation and an 


“uplift in the mood of the Guyanese people within recent times. 

Delivering the General Secretary's report to the General Council meeting 
Thursday, Cde. Chandisingh said this demonstrates the potential for further 
improvement in the national economic situation with the greater exercise ol 
resourcefulness and self-reliance. 


Guyanese are being motivated and mobilised for constructive endeavours, he 


added. 


Despite the difficulties and irritants, the Guyanese people have shown their 
determination to forge ahead, seeing the crisis as an opportunity to ex .rcise 


their ingenuity and creativity. 
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GUYANA 


PUBLIC SERVICE UNION ELECTIONS IN DISARRAY, PNC BLAMED 
Challenger’s Walkout 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 May 85 p 8 


[Text] The controversy over the upcoming elections of the Guyana Public Ser- 
vice Union took a new turn yesterday when the main challenger for the presi- 
dency and four other members walked out of a special Executive Council meeting 
called to discuss the conducting of the poll. 


Cde. Alan Munroe, a main contender in the fight against the incumbent Cde. 
George Daniels, said he and the others who left the meeting at PSU Headquarters 
were “totally dissatisfied" with the arrangements being put in place for the 
elections slated for May 27. 


The others who left the special Executive Council meeting were Patrick Yarde, 
Lawrence Mentis, Brenda Williams and Kenneth Denny. 


Cde. Munroe told the CHRONICLE afterwards they took strong objections to pro- 
posals by the Chief Elections Officer, Leslie Melville to break a 60-year-cld 
tradition and move the polling places “away from Government Ministries and 
Departments” and to have as Returning Officers persons “other than public 
servants.” 


The places to be used for polling include the Guyana Human Rights Association 
Office, Brickdam; the headquarters of the National Association of Agricultural, 
Commercial and Industrial Employees [NAACIE], Kingstoa; and the West End Club, 
tiope Street. 


Cde. Munroe said he and his colleagues who staged the walk-out felt that such 
a plan would “limit the opportunities for members to vote.” 


He said he and his colleagues plan seeking the intervention of "a high con- 
ciliatory forum" to ensure that the elections are “properly conducted.” 


The Munroe group had been outnumbered 10 to 5 at the meeting and it was clear 
they would have been outvoted on the elections plan, sources close to the 
meeting said. 
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FOONOMY SHOWING SIGNS OF RECOVERY 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in Englis 


[Text |} 


USO: 


3298/772 


‘ (MPARED 


JPRS-LAMN-85-060 


id July 


wlth ivSs 
ae Mas ot 
> ss > ; 


GEORGETOWN, Sun., (Cana): 


THE GUYANA ECONOMY has turned in an improved 1985 
first quarter performance, with key sectors — bauxite, sugar 


gold and diamonds — al! showing wy teem 
with last year, according to industry igures availab 


‘, compa 
here. Only 


the performance of rice remained s 


Bauxite exports exceeded 455,400 
tonnes, between January and March. 
about 26,000 tons more om =e = 
tially projected sugar ry 

surpassed set targets, when 
production for 1985 reached 


i worth $2.4 million was 
as were almost $50.00 


exchange earnings 
not peace with 
ods, leading the 


i 


ernment 


iacreasing attention to bar- 
Y Guyanese products for manu 
goods red from abroad 
ernment hes traded local 
, vegetables, bauxite, rice and 
for motor cars 
, rw material for inéus 


tors, and equipment for 
plants 


iif 


ifs 


i 


of 


rter agreesnents have been 
made with companies in Britain, Je 
pan and the United States, and with 

st Governments. 


Gevernment has also beon| 


seeking other assistance from such 
non-treditione) sources, and re 


years, until Govern 
negotiated some ‘echnical es 
from North Fores w gc* 
Korean experts to refurbish it 

The ed@ministration hes also ar 


ranged joint venture projects with « 
number of interests abroad for the 
exploration of , ureniem, men 
ganese and in 
Despite these initiatives, Govern 
ment continues to emphasise 
agricuhure as the cornerstone of the 
economy of this vast 63,00) square 
mile country 
Burnham told @ recent 
al council meeting of his rul 
People’s National Congress (PNC 
that agriculture was important for 
the survival of Guyane 
Burnham cai together heads of 
State corporations and agencies and 
the chairmen of the country’s ten 
administrative districts, to tell 
that every effort must <0 into 


He ca’\e for s from each of 
the regional chairmen of the ten 
districts to give reports on the con 
dition of agricucture in their areas, 
and to report eabowt economic ac 


tivities 

.. Meanwhile, the drive te plant 
more food has b-er widened from the 
traditional rel ben of the 
| ry. the leunc of en 
urden agriculture development 
drive 

| The drive hes, apparently, met 


of Georgetown taking on the decider! 
appearance of « large kitchen gar 
Gen. At the same time, six food crep 
mark centres heve been con 
structed with help from the later 
American Development Bank ((DB) 
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1985 BUDGET'S ECONOMIC GOALS FOR REGIONS BEING MET 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 May 85 p 


[Text] ADMINISTRATIVE 


CSO: 


3298/772 


Regions have been 
sticking with the 
economic goals set in the 
1985 Budget, National 
Mobilisation Minister 
Robert Corbin said at the 
weekend. 

Cde. Corbin and a panel of 
Public Service and Regional 
Officials discussed production 
and other goals, laid out for 
in the last 
Budget, on the GBC 


The system of local 

-democracy, or regionalism, is 

‘currently undergoing 28 
ie. C ivi 





have been transferred,” 


Secretary, 
Hamilton, Public Service 
Ministry Permanent Secretary 
Joyce Sinciek, and Deputy 
Permanent Secretary AR. 
Shivanand. 
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GUYANA 


production “most of the 
Regions have so far stuck to 
thelr original programme 
which wes presented § at 


is being put on “certain basic 
infrastructure! works” to 
facilitate the agricultural 
thrust, and the maintenance 
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PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF LETHEM AIRSTRIP REPORTED 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 85 p 5 


[Text ] 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


RASHID MAY DAY SPEECH--Central Executive Committee Members of the People's 
National Congress and Miniser of Energy and Mines, Cde Harun Rashid, told 
residents of Corriverton on May Day that there are indications of petroleum 
resources in Region Six and added that by early next year Government will be 
awarding a contract to a foreign firm to conduct explorations. Work, he said, 
was undertaken in the past to determine the petroleum potential in Region Six, 
included in the present programme will be the drilling of four shallow wells. 
There are indications of heavy oil deposits in the Region. The People's 
National Congress, under the leadership of Cde Forbes Burnham, is committed 

to improving the lot of the working class people and Cde Rashid urged workers 
not to be misled by those who would want to sow seeds of dissension and mis- 
trust. Cde Rashid told the large and appreciative crowd that Government is 
not arrogant. It recognises the hardships and difficulties facing the workers. 
As a result, the policies pursued by Government are designed to make Guyana 
preserve its independence and prosper. [Excerpts] [Georgetown NEW NATION in 
English 12 May 85 p 8] 


PNC DISTRICT MEETINGS--District conferences of the People's National Congress 
are to be held next month in the various Party districts. The district is one 
tier in the six-tier regional system. Already conferences of the People's 
Cooperative and the Neighbourhood, two other tiers inthe Regional structure 
have been held. With membership of the People's National Congress expiring on 
May 31 every effort will be made to use the District conferences to ensure 
that all membership cards are renewed, and to push on to a substantial increase 
in membership for the Sixth Biennial Congress scheduled for August. There are 
38 established districts of the party. [Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in 
English 12 May 85 p 1] 


NEW YOUNG SCCIALIST UNIT--A new Young Socialist Movement group has been 
launched in the Bartica community and at the inaugural meeting last week, 
Cde Kenneth Jordan was elected Chairman. Other elected members are Cde 
Bedeswar Beharry, First Vice-chairman; Cde Brentnol Archer, secretary; 

Cde Edwin Gilkes, treasurer; Cde Cecil Cramer, public relations officer; 

and Cdes Colin McKenzie, Ignatius Prowell and Christopher George, as commit- 
tee members. Central Executive member and first Vice-Chairman of the national 
YSM, Cde Egan Lawrence, who installed the new officers, identified the need 
for greater commitment to the advancement of the ideals of the YSM; the need 
for discipline; performing of leadership roles in the community; pursuing 
ideological training and undertaking economic agricultural projects. [Text] 
[Georgetown NEW NATION in English 5 May 85 p 1] 
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NATIONAL SECURITY BILL--Home Affairs Minister Jeffrey Thomas yesterday intro- 
duced the National Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Bill 1985 
in the National Assembly. The Bill seeks to reenact the second part of the 
National Security (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act which expired in May last 
year, with certain modifications. According to the Bill circulated by 
Parliament Office, the National Security Amendment, while seeking reenaction 
of Part II of the Principal Act, also seeks to include the prevention of sub- 
version of democratic institutions in Guyana under the provisions of the Act. 
In the brief sitting of Parliament, the "Ministers, Members of the National 
Assembly and Special Offices (Emoluments) Order" of 1986, made on March l, 
was also presented by Finance Minister Carl Greenidge. Forestry Minister 
Sallahuddin presented the Guyana Forestry Commission annual report for 1980. 
Parliament was adjourned to Thursday, May 28, when the Bill presented yester- 
day will have its second reading. At that sitting Manpower and Cooperatives 
Minister Kenneth Denny will also present the annual report of his Ministry 
for 1984. (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 May 85 


p 1) 


SUGAR WORKERS INCENTIVES--Guyana's sugar workers have received close to two 
million dollars as monthly incentive payments for production this year. The 
payout is tax free. According to the latest available reports, up to the 
week ending May 3, Guysuco had paid out approximately $1.8 million to workers 
from seven estates. Workers at Rose Hall topped the list qualifying for the 
equivalent of eight days' pay. They were followed by workers at Skeldon--five 
days; Albion--four days; Blairmont and Wales--three days each; and LBI and 
Leonora--two days each. Workers at Houston Estate also qualified for three 
days tax-free payments but monies paid to these workers are not included in 
the $1.8 million. The tax-free incentives payout is intended to help boost 
production and productivity in the local sugar industry, one of Guyana's 
leading earners of foreign excharige. Meanwhile, Guysuco has surpassed its 
production target for this year's first crop. And, in the words of President 
Forbes Burnham: "That is the material from which spring increased wages 

and better conditions...increased production and higher productivity" and 
anyone who says anything else “is a liar and a mocker." But even as there 
ake encouraging signs in the local industry, which Cde Burnham has stressed 
has got to find ways of diversifying and promoting its vertical integration 
to increase its viability, the price for the commodity on the world market 
remains "frignteningly low." [GNA] [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 18 May 85 p 1] 


IDB LOAN SCHEDULE--Though its membership totals 43 countries, the Inter- 
American Development Bank's lending programme is not extended to all these 
countries. Only 27 in Latin America and the Caribbean benefit directly 

from loans of the institution. The remaining countries, mainly in Europe, 
essentially boost the capital resources of the Bank. Guyana became an IADB 
member in 1976, and that institution's cumulative lending to this country 

up to the end of 1984 was over $150 million. Of the 46 loans approved during 
that time some of the major ones were for the Abary River drainage and Irriga- 
tion works as part of the MMA agriculture land development scheme, a dairy 
feasibility study, a forestry development project, and training of personnel 
for Guyana National Engineering Corporation foundry. For this year the Bank 
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has 12 loan schedules for Guyana. Three go to the Guyana Agricultural and 
Industrial Development Bank, two for Hosororo Cooperative Credit Union, two 
for the Guyana Electricity Corporation and one each for the University of 
Guyana, the Guyana Rice Export Board, the Guyana Water Authority, the Ministry 
of Works and Transport, and the State Planning Commission. [Excerpts] 
[Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 May 85 p 4] 





AID FOR SURINAME FERRY--Georgetown, May 22--The European Development Fund (EDF) 
will provide U.S.-1% million dollars to finance the first phase of a project 
to establish a safe and reliable ferry link between Guyana and its eastern 
neighbour, Suriname, government sources said here today. Plans for the ser- 
vice had been under examination for some time now. There is heavy traffic 
between the two countries across the Corentyne River which separates the two 
states. Most of these services are provided by unreliable and, often, unsafe 
private launches which are frequently involved in accidents, with fatalities, 
No timetable was announced for the startup of the ferry project. j{Text] 
[Bridgetown CANA in English 2101 GMT 22 May 85} 


ANTIDRUG ACTIONS--Georgetown, May 29--The Guyana police force says it will 
forge greater links with its Caribbean counterparts in the fight against the 
use and trafficking of hard drugs. A senior police spokesman told CANA today 
that an increase in drug trafficking and other crimes in the region necessi- 
tates closer links. Guyana recently said it was being used as a transit cen- 
tre for drug trafficking. Meanwhile the Guyana police force is being restruc- 
tured for greater efficiency and several officers and ranks have already lost 
their jobs, Home Affairs Minister Jeffrey Thomas told police officers at a 
special meeting in Georgetown. The home affairs minister disclosed that 
within the past six months the service of several officers and ranks were 
terminated in the public interest. Thomas said the force is being restruc- 
tured to make it more effective and place it on a new path to better serve 
the community. In the new police hierarchy, Commissioner of Police Balram 
Rahgubir maintains overall responsibility for the force but deputy commis- 
sioners have been given more scope and responsibility. New promotions 
within the force will be announced shortly, the spokesman said, [Text] 
[Bridgetown CANA in English 2031 GMT 29 May 85] 
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FINAL 1982 CENSUS FIGURES PUT POPULATION AT 2,190,400 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85-p 1 


[Text] 


Jamaica’s ulation based on 
“final porn the 1982 Pop- 
‘ulation Census” is 2,190,400, 
_according to the Demographic Sta- 
“tistics 1984 tabled in Parliament last 
week. 

Preliminary results from the Cer- 

sus “made available in January 1993 
gave an estimated count of 
‘2,095,900 on Census Day, June 8, 
'1983. The correspondng estimate of 
‘the population at that priod, based 
von the ongoing intercensal estimates 
‘was approximately 2,243,500. This 
‘represented a gap of 147,600. 
: According to the document the 
final count of 2,190,400 “reduces 
ithe gap ... to a more manageable 
figure of 53,100. : 

It gave the assurance that “the 
revision of the intercensal estimates 
will be undertaken as soon as de- 
tailed information on deaths py age, 
sex, and location can be obtained 
from the Registrar General’s De- 
partment.” : 

: In its preface the Demograhic 
Statistics 1984 stated that “migra- 
tion data remain a weak area.” It 
said that with respect to data on 
internal migration, the availability of 
information from the 1982 Popula- 
tion Census “will go a far way 
towards filling the data gap. This 
will be supplemented by a survey of 








CSO: 3298/762 
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internal migration now being con- 
ducted...” 

The dcument adds that proc- 
essing of external migration data 
remains a problem as ‘work “in this 
area continues in a disaggregated 
form.” 

It states that “increased emphasis 
will have to be placed on the devel- 
opment of a strong body of migra- 
tion data, both in relation to the 
‘calculation of more accurate mea- 
‘sures of external migration and 
‘more regular determinants of inter- 
nal migation. Both factors contnb- 
ute significantly to the development 
of current, accurate intercensal pop- 


‘ulation éstimates.” 


There continues to be a gap 
between official figures as given in 


“the Demographic Statistics and the 
“perception that Jamaicans have of 
«the size of the population. Invariab- 
ily the perception is that there are 


‘more Jamaicans than the official 
figures indicate. This is one aspect 
‘that the document does not address. 
In fact, on reading the preface it 
seems to confirm the doubt in 
people’s minds about the level of 
accuracy rather than inducing them 
to accept the figures as being accu- 
rate. 
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SEAGA BACKS DOWN ON PLAN TO CUT PARISH COUNCIL SEATS 


Text of Seaga Statement 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 May 85 p 3 


[Text ] Following is the 
‘text of Prime Min- 
ister Seaga’s broad- 
cast to the nation 
last night on the 
Local. Government 
issue: 

“On Friday, 12th 
April, based on a de- 
cision of the Cabinet, 
I indicated that in 
cases where Parish 
Council services du- 
plicated those already 
offered by Ministries, 
such services would 
be ‘transferred to the 
relevant Ministries 
where the infrastruc- 
ture already exists 
thereby saving some 
$50 million per year 
in budgeted expendi- 
tures. 

The removal from 

,the Parish Councils of 

those functions which 

_are currently dupli- 

cated would enable 

the Councillors to 
concentrate more ef- 
fectively on the effi- 
cient delivery of those 
services for which 
they would continue 
. to have responsibility. 
These include street 


cleaning, garbage col- 
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lection, administration 
of markets and abat- 


.toirs, street lighting, 


the maintenance of 
arks, cemeteries and 

ches — as well as 
subdivision and build- 
in or — all of 
which are critical to 
the well-being of the 
public and have been 
the source of bitter 
complaints. It is in- 
tended that many of 
these services which 
have traditionally 
been performed by 
the Parish Councils 
themselves will now 
be carried out by pri- 
vate contractors who 
will be chosen by the 
Councils by compet- 
itive bids. This will 
provide the Councils 
with a system by 
which accountability 
can be ensured and it 
wil! be the responsibi- 
lity of the Parish 
Councillors to mon- 
itor the performance 
of contractors to en- 
sure efficient delivery 
of these services. 

In view of the re- 
duction in the range 
of services . provided 
by Parish Councils, 
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they would no longer 
require the current 
large number of 278 
Councillors — more 
than four iimes the 
total membership of 
the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

The streamlining 
of the Local Govern- 
ment machinery 
would also mean that 
for the first time Par- 
ish Councillors would 
be paid salaries, thus 
enabling them to de- 
vote more time to 
Parish Council work. 
At present, Parish 
Councillors are only 
paid - allowances to 
cover attendance at 
Council meetings, and 
are in reality unpaid 
voluntary workers. It 
has become impossi- 
ble for Councillors to 
properly serve the 
people when many of 
the Councillors them- 

_ Selves are virtually liv- 
‘ing from hand to 
‘mouth. , 

Putting the Parish 
Councillors on a 
proper salaried basis 
_would, more than 
‘anything else, enable 
them tmruly to rep- 
resent their constitu- 
encies thus making 
the democratic . proc- 
- ess function in a more 
effective and mean- 
‘ingful way than has so 
far been possibie, The 
reduction of the num- 
ber of: Parish Coun- 
cillors permits us to 
take this significant 
step without adding 
.further to an already 
overburdened expen- 
-diture budget in any 
substantial way. 

In considering the 
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new oe ie it was 
calculated that the 


‘supportable number 


of Parish Councillors 
on the basis of the 
proposed new format 
would fall somewhere 
within a band of 120 
to 150, or the equiva- 
‘lent of two to three 
Councillors to each 


‘constituency. In my 


address to the nation 


on 12th April, 1 made 


reference to 120 seats, 


‘or the minimum num- 


ber of thar band. 

~The Ministry Paper 
tabled in Parliament 
made it clear that the 
figure 120 seats was 
‘not cast in concrete, 
‘but that there was 
room between 120 
and 150 for the Elec- 
toral Advisory Com- 
mittee 10 determine. 
| “Since the an- 
‘nouncement on 12th 
April, there has been 
much public dis- 
‘ cussion and comment, 
and concern has been 
expressed at the fact 
that Government’s 
‘policy would have the 
efiect’ of removing 
from the Interim Elec- 
toral Advisory Com- 
mittee the power to 
_ determine the number 
‘of Parish Council 
seats. 
The present electo- 
‘ral system is safe- 
‘guarded by legislation 
which precludes the 
possibility of tam- 
pering with bounda- 
ries for the benefit of 
anyone particular Par- 
% and by the fact 
that the intment 
and control of electo- 
ral officials are put 
beyond the reach of 
political influence. 














The proposed 
amendment to. the 
Law to impose a ceil- 
ing on the number of 
seats would not in any 
way violate these pnn- 
ciples as it would be 
impossible to predict 
the determination 
which the Interim 
Electoral Advisory 
Committee would 
make in the matter of 
cutting of the new 
Parish Council seats; 
nor can it be ex- 
pected, given the es- 
tablished integrity of 
the Committee, that 
the outcome of this 
exercise would favour 
one Party or another. 
There was therefore 
no political advantage 
to gained bypro- 
posing the reduction 
of Parish Council 
seats to a number 
within a band of 120 
to 150. 

This Government 
would not consider 
for one moment any 
change in the arrange- 
ments governing the 
electoral system 


‘which would in any 


way undermine the 
integrity of the system 
or dilute the impar- 
tialiry of its adminis- 
tration. It is a matter 
‘of record which can- 
‘not be distorted that 
it was at my insistence 
that electoral reform 
was instituted and the 
Electoral Advisory 
Committee estab- 
lished. 


‘Jt is that commit- 
ment to free and fair 
elections that caused 
my Government to 
amend the law last 
year to enable the 
People’s National Par- 
ty to have representa- 
tives on the Commit- 
tee because, as the 
public will recall, by 
refusing to contest the 
1983 elections, they 
lost their nght to ap- 
‘point members to the 
‘Committee. And |! 
should point out that 
we did so without any 
—v or request 
rom the PNP or any- 
one else. 
Nevertheless, since 
my announcement on 
12th April, there has 
been much public dis- 
cussion and express- 
ions of concern. As a 
Government, we have 
listened and we have 
taken note of the 
views which have 
been expressed. We 
have had discussions 
with the Independent 
Senators who have 
also .expressed con- 
cern at the impasse 
which has developed. 
We have been holdin 
talks at the political 
level between our rep- 
“resentatives on the 
Electoral Committee 
and those of the PNP 
who have stated their 
‘Party’s opposition to 
any change in the Law 
and have submitted 
that the Electoral 


Committee should decide on any reduction in the number of Parish Council 
seats. 


Accordingly, after a further discussion with my Cabinet I wish to announce 
that the Government will not pursue any amendment to the Law to place a limit 
on the number of Parish Council seats. The Government has formally referred 
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the issue to the Electoral Advisory Committee at which the Government's repre- 
Sentatives will articulate our proposal for a reduction in the number of seats 
for the reasons which I have stated and in greater detail. 


The final decision will be made by the Committee after discussion and debate 
and the Government will abide by the Committee's decision. The Government's 
representatives on the Committee will make themselves available as often as is 


necessary in order that the work of the Committee can proceed as quickly as 
possible. 


I trust that this will now resolve the issue of who will decide the number of 
Parish Council seats so that the members of the Electoral Committee may now 


settle down to the job of determining the number of seats and the boundaries 
of the new Electoral Divisions, as quickly as possible. 


Equally, the people of Jamaica can now be relieved of the anxiety which has 
created political tensions over the past three weeks, and our attention turned 
to other matters of importance." 


PNP Reaction 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 pl 





[Text] The ne > font i Pa PNP ag egg oe to a _ ae. 
sued Jast n on a the electora 
‘People’s National Party by its Gener- soon ‘in 1979. eben bets 
cal Secretary, Dr. Paul Robertson. “The party wishes to remind him 

“The People’s National Party that it was the President of the PNP, 
~ wishes to ay ope the people of Mr. Michael Manley, who in his first 
~Jamaica who have scored a oe - budget speech as Leader of the Op- 
ee weal her public he Pi — . coe the need 
. rm this system. 
Ly wes and poe goog ‘ton - “The PNP che wishes to remind 
SNe autocratic decision I. SE Mr. Seaga that while he continues to 
Aa Sy yy’ = pocsent the wo of his a ae 
mascu -hooses e 
Fecroral Advisory Committee and to ) we “ag portigigation ™~ ere: 
‘reduce the number of Parish Council | ¢ P he nevertheless broke Te spirit 
the eve of Local Goverm- i “heey { the system to 
seats or, ag & dial of the objective of the syste 
Sadie te cong” n° ene fe and Ge los, whe 
° : r - 
“This national demonstration by he a a ‘ahat assur- 
he le of Jamaica of their com- og in Parliament that 
pace tare de Sutesion . SS the country in Parliame 
mitment to pmecency an rej ', electioris would not be held nagee 
of dictatorial me heen ib Mi the distribution had taken place o 
Sigs te fs nee feed ty | 1D ont wah phrogupe fee 
public opinion to announce - he On The PNP has mandated its rep- 
s recognised the a, = resentatives on the Electoral Advi- 
- ting to ee wit et scty Committee not to “1: away 
Se See, ey Saene from the demand for Local Govern- 
and compromise the yam s ment elections to kz held by June 30, 
a np ema 1985, no . all the present 278 
’ y~ , ; ts. 
soil his role in the decision by the ee 
CSO: 3298/760 
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‘SPAULDING DEFENDS USE OF POLICE AGAINST PNP PROTESTERS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 p 3 


[Text] 


CSO: 





3298/760 


Minister of National Security and Justice, Hon. Winston 
Spaulding said yesterday that the action of the police in breaking 
up last week’s PNP demonstration in Cross Roads was justified. 

Mr. Spaulding was responding to a statement by PNP 
Chairman Mr. PJ. Patterson last weekend that the police acted 
illegally on Wednesday morning last week in ordering a group of 
PNP demonstrators in Cross Roads to disperse and using tear gas 
on them to do so. 

Mr. Spaulding said that the statement by Mr. Patterson that 
the action of t ope was illegal, “is evidently self-serving 
convenience not to be taken seriously.” Mr. Spaulding said, “The 
police have more than ample power to break up a public 
assembly or meeting where there is an imminent threat of 
disorder or where the police apprehend that a breach of peace is 
likely to be ecchdieeed” 

He said that since January the police have allowed some 62 
demonstrations and it has been only on two occasions that they 
have had to take action to contain a situation which, had it been 
developed, would have been exploited, leading to very serious 
problems. 

He said the police had information in their ion which 
formed the basis of the advice given by the Commissioner of 
Police for the leaders of the PNP to refrain from holding the 

“meeting in Cross Roads. He said there had been incidents otf 
‘tyres and other debris being burnt not far from the assembly 

int. Groups of persons had blocked roads leading to Cross 
| Roads and groups of persons were ws ry Ia Cross Roads as 
previous police intelligence indicated would happen. In the light 
of the circumstances the action of the police was justified, he 
said. 

Mr. Spaulding said the Government has no policy to ban 
meetings, assemblies or lawful protest. 


“The authority of the police to maintain law and order 
generally, to prevent apprehended breaches of the peace or to 
avoid the development of serious security conflicts will not be 
delegated to those who feel they have a right to do what they 
wish to do, where zhey wish to do so, in whatever manner they 
wish to do so irrespective of consequences.” 

Mr. Spaulding said that while he agreed that the Constitution 

i Me & ioctin of assembly ard association of every 
“this freedom is subject to respect for rights and 
Sosteens of others and for the public interest.” He said it is 
therefore for the police in any given case to assess the situation 
and make a judgement as to the necessary action to be taken by 
them in the interest of the public. 
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CARL STONE VOICES CONCERN OVER POLITICAL VIOLENCE 

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 27 May 85 p 8 

[Article by Carl Stone] 

[Text] FOR AT LEAST the last 20 years and especially since the 1970s, the 


management of the security forces in this country has been very problematic 
because of its link with party politics. 





The tear-gassing of PNP activists in the Cross Roads area and the events and 
heated JLP-PNP debate which have followed since, have all put the issue back 
on the agenda. 


In 1976 the PNP government declared a State of Emergency and locked up a nunm- 
ber of JLP leaders on the grounds that security intelligence suggested that 
persons connected to that party were actively scheming to subvert the 
government. 








The JLP has consistently maintained that they were innocent victims of a gross 
manipulation of power orchestrated to assist the PNP's chances of re-election. 


In the period leading up to the 1980 election, factions within the Police 
openly and defiantly used their power to harass PNP leaders and activists, 
especially in the Corporate Area and St. Catherine. A few even tampered with 
the electoral process on election day in one constituency. 


Some of the atrocities that have occurred in this country on election days 
have been aided and abetted by a small number of politically corrupt policemen 
who either conveniently looked the other way or gave active support. 


A minority of local policemen are from time to time used by both parties as 
shock troops to intimidate and harass political opponents at the community 
level in particular constituencies. 


Restrictions on the right to conduct mass meetings and marches have also been 
a feature of the political manipulation of the security power governing par- 
ties have. 
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My polls have consistently shown that when the PNP is in power JLP supporters 
and independent voters believe that the PNP manipulates the Police for parti- 
san purposes. Similarly when the JLP is in power PNP supporters and indepen- 
dent voters are equally convinced that the JLP does the same thing. These 
perceptions are, of course, reinforced by actual events that take place and 
lend credibility to these views. 


The Big Doubt 


It is against this background that I have to judge the Cross Roads incident 
and the debate between Mr. Spauiding our Minister of Security and the PNP's 
party Chairman Mr. Patterson. 


We are told that the tear gas was used to disperse the PNP rally because of 
intelligence information about terrible disruptions that were likely to occur 
if the rally were permitted to proceed and because the organisers were told 
not to assemble in the Cross Roads area. 


That position would be credible if the behaviour of the crowd had shown signs 
of fulfilling the security intelligence predictions. Not only were the 
persons assembled in the rally generously treated to an excess of tear gas 
without the slightest signs of provocation but the entire Cross Roads area was 
quickly engulfed in tear gas. A massive show of police power was displayed to 
deter others who attempted to enter the area to join the rally. 





If subversives are intent on disrupting a country, tear-gassing a rally is not 
likely to have deterred them. One therefore is left to wonder why the subver- 
sive act or acts did not occur and why the police or the minister thought that 
dispersing a crowd with tear gas was likely to have discouraged those inten- 
tions if they were either real or serious. 


Indeed, what the precipitate and ill-advised tear gas attack on the PNP rally 
did was to turn the rally into a disorderly mob which regrouped at the PNP's 
office and invaded the Wyndham, providing yet another episode of political 
protest that was blown up out of proportion by the U.S. media. 





Surely a strong police or otlier security presence ought to have been adequate 
to maintain the peace. If the police and the minister thought otherwise they 
are either being paranoid or the victims of the kind of exaggerated security 
reports that inspired the 1976 State of Emergency. 


The big doubt that many of us have is whether the decision to disrupt the PNP 
rally was a mainly political one based on fears what might begin as a small 
rally might swell into a big march through the streets and demonstrate popular 
opposition to the government. We will never know in the same way that we will 
never know the full facts behind the decision to call the State of Emergency 
in 1976. 





But no amount of elaborate rationalisations from the minister is likely to 
convince many of us because of the long history of political considerations 
which have been inserted into the country's security management. 
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Larger Issue 


But there is a larger issue here. The Minister has cited the many instances 
in which permission has been given for rallies and marches. But on Labour Day 
the NWU trade union was denied permission to march. Are we to understand that 
intelligence reports on likely disturbances were also the basis for this deci- 
sion? Or is it that the JLP government senses that feelings against them are 
so strong in the Corporate Area at this time on such issues as prices and the 
cost of living that they have deep fears that small rallies might svell into 
massive political protests if force is not used to deter would-be marches or 
demonstrators who fear Police violence. Is it that the real reason behind 
these decisions is the fear that the political climate is too hot to allow 
activists to enjoy full rights to conduct political assemblies? 


Two things worry me here. The PNP's Mr. Pickersgill was visibly and publicly 
identified with the PNP rally. Within a matter of hours after these protest 
events and the tear-gassing, an office owred by him and on which his name is 
prominently displayed gets burnt to the ground. Was this an act of political 
retaliation or was this a mere coincidence of events? If it is the former the 
implications are frightening. 


Secondly when Police officials or a sovernment take it upon themselves to deny 
the political rights of unions, workers and political activists on the grounds 
that these rights are not likely to be responsibly exercised, we are entering 

the kind of mind-set that governs facist regimes like those in Chile and South 
Africa. When those decisions are made in respect of political opponents in a 

sensitive period when a governing party is under stress, sane and sober minds 

must ask questions as to what considerations guide these decisions. 


There are circumstances that can justify that restrictive approach to meet- 
ings, rallies and marches. But there is no convincing evidence that the PNP 
or the NWU have been engaging in acts which could justify the view that their 
rights to peaceful assembly ought to be curtailed in the national interest. 
On the contrary the PNP has been a docile, quiet and low-keyed opposition 
party since 1980. 


Huge Marches 


T recall the JLP being much more active in the 1970s by leading some huge 
marches through the city and even going as far as to call for a national 
strike by employers and workers who were asked to stay home as a mark of 
protest against Manley's PNP. 


It is certainly part of the tradition of politics in parliamentary democracies 
that governments bend over backwards to permit citizens to exercise their 
political rights even if this involves some element of political risk. 


The plea of security risk is used in so many countries in the Third World to 
destory political freedoms and to force the demobilisation of threatening 
oppositino groups. It is not unreasonable to wonder whether there is not a 
political power game going on here which has its eye on elections and not 
really on security. 
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All of this leads me to feel that the day must come in this country when our 
security forces come under an independent body like the Electoral Commission 
to reduce the risk of manipulation by the party in power and when the manage- 
ment of the Police force is relatively autonomous and freed from the tradi- 
tional political pressures which have blighted its operations in the past. 


CSO: 3298/760 
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GLASSPOLE DECRIES ONE-PARTY STATE STEMMING FROM '83 POLL 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 26 May 85 pp 1, 2 


IR FLORIZEL GLASSPOLE is not hap- 

with the existence of a one-party 
Parliament in Jamaica, and is also of the 
view that the snap election called by the 
Government in 1983 created that situation by 
allowing “too narrow a time for the mobilis- 
ing of forces.” 

t 


the same time, the Gover- —_« ; 
nor-General has the power, un- Must be concerned 


der the Constitution, to dissolve Now, let us Begg that = 
, Parliament and to call a General and every one of us has a direct an 
Election: and can do so even  “istinct interest in what takes place 
: : 
' ' , n Jamaica. We cannot isolate our- 
without the advice of the Prime | y "| 


Mini ded Bap selves from it whatsoever. We must 
finister, provided a certain CON- be concerned with the social state of 
dition exists. . 


our people, we must be concerned 
His Excellency made these with the economic state our people, 
statements ir a speech last Sunday we must be concerned with the 
night at a dinner given by the Indo- political state of our people. We 
Jamaican Cultural Society to coincide cannot bury our heads in the sand 
with the 140th anniversary of the and believe we can escape our re- 
first landing of Indian immigrants to gponsibilities. See? 
Jamaica on May 10, 1845. “At present we are passing 
Declaring that members of the through grim times, despite what 
Society were “part and parcel of the — may be happening on the other side 
Jamaican nation” and, as such, must of the fence — times of much hun- 
be concerned and well-informed — ger, times of great concern in many 
about the political state of the coun- areas, times when civic pride seems 
‘try, Sir Florizel told his audience: to be at a vanishing point in our 
“You are part and'parcel of the community life, times when corrup- 
Jamaican nation. We share your tion seems to’ be taking a vice-like 
woes, and you share our happiness, grip in many areas of our national 
and that is how it must be. There _ life, times when we are terribly upset 
must be no division whatsoever, by our drug problem. _ 
there must be no line of demarcation “All this and more keep beating in 
whatsoever between us. We must go our heads, and we ask ourselves: 
forward as one people, you having What can we do to help? The prob- 
our 6wn programmes if your own lems seem to overwhelm us, but we 
heritage and all that; but when we cannot run and leave them. We 
come to the national outlook, we cannot run and hide, we have to 
must be as one. © stand up and be counted. Somewhere 


[Text ] 
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along the line there is a role for all 
of us to play, but we have to seck 
out the role and find it, and when 
you find it you must put your best 
foot oenad. | 


Dilemma 


“Now let us understand that our 
country is on the horns of a dilem- 
ma. There are problems on the level 
of Local Government, Constitutional 
activities; and at the Central Govern- 
ment level we have some calling for 
elections now, while others are say- 
ing “No way.” The cause of all this is 
the unfortunate state of a one-party 
House of Representatives, a condi- 
tion that Jamaica has never had in 
our 41 years of Constitutional activ- 
ities where we were either partly in 
charge or wholly in charge. 

“And you will forgive me if to- 
night I just say something about it, 
because it is something that is going 
to continue to nag us and nag us and 
nag us continually; and you should 
he informed, you should be well- 
informed of what the problem is. Let 
me tell you: I've gone to the trouble 
of bringing the Constitution here 
with me tonight because | propose to 
read from it and tell you what is the 
score. 

“Section 54 (1) of the Constituton 
says: “The Governor-General may at 
any time by proclamation pulished in 
the Gazette prorogue or dissolve 
Parliament.’ That's 54 (1) but 64 (5) 
says: ‘In the exercise of his power 
under this section, the Governor- 
General shall act on the advice of the 
Prime Minister, provided that if the 
House of Representatives by a reso- 
lution which has received the affir- 
mative vote of a majority of all the 
members therefore has resolved that 
it has no confidence in the Govern- 
ment, the Governor-General can by 
proclamation published in the Ga- 
zctte, dissolve Parliament.’ “So that 
makes it clear. | have the right to 
dissolve Parliament, but | do so on 
the advice of the Prime Minister, 
except under one condition: that 
Parhament by its own majority vote 
records a vote of no-confidence in 
the Government. And at that time | 


ask nobody any questions, | simply 


proceed to dissolve Parliament at my 
will and pleasure. That has never 
happened yet. And | have a great 
doubt that we will never live to sec 
that take place in Jamaica. 
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“Section 65 (1) of the Constitu- 
tion says: ‘A General Election of 
members of the House of Represen- 
tatives shall be held at such time, 
within three months of the dissolu- 
tion of Parliament, as the Governor- 
General, again acting in accordance 
with the Pnme Minister, shall ap- 
point by proclamation published in 
the Gazette.’ So that so soon as the 
Prime Minister advises me that | 
should dissolve Parliament, he says 
to me, ‘Would you kindly publish 
the Election date as such and such a 
date, Nomination Date as such and 
such a date,? and, according to the 
Constitution, | am in duty bound to 
do so. If | refuse to do so, | would 
have to resign. 


What solution? 


“No, what has caused the trouble 
is because in 1983 the Prime Min- 
ister pulled a snap election and gave 
too narrow a time for the mobilising 
of forces for the Nomination Day 
and for Election Day. Now, the 
question ansing is: What could be 
the possible solution to such a prob- 
lem? 

“There are two solutions: (1) You 
cither put it in the Constitution that 
clection shall be held on such and 
such a day in such and such a month 
every five years after election; or you 
say, “When the Prime Minister ad- 
vises the Governor-General to dis- 
solve Parliament and to call another 
clection there must be a certain 
number of days between when he 
tells the Governor-General so and 
when nomination takes place.’ 

“If we do not wish a recurrence 
of what had taken place in 1983, we 
have got to put it into the Constitu- 
tion that X number of days — 10, 
15, 20 days —must be given before 
Nomination is called. Alternately, we 
could do like the American Constitu- 
tion where a fixed day in 4 year, 
every five years, is fixed for an 
clection. 

“| have deliberately selected this 
occasion to mount this, what | 
would call, a little champaign on the 
Constitution, because there has been 
a tremendous amount of talk. People 
have written to me and told me that 
| should use my power to dissolve 
Parliament, and | write them, sympa- 
thising with their absence of knowl- 
edge (I would not describe it as 








CSO: 





Ph a 


ignorance, I call it absence of knowl- 
edge) and’ | tell them: ‘Look, it 
cannot be done that way, it is only 
when we enter into the consideration 
of the affairs that we can have a 
justifiable solution to the problem.’ 


“Now, my dear friends, let me say 


this as an old Parliamentanan, as one 
who helped to create the Jamaican 
Constitution; | am not happy with a 


Parliament comprised entirely of one 


party and | believe Mike himself a 
referee to the Hon. Mike Henry, 


Minister of State, who as present is 
not happy with a Parliament consist- 
ing of only one-Party member mem- 
bership: It is totally inconsistent with 
the whole history of Jamaica Parlia- 
mentary development, and I see with 
him. | 


-“Now | do not pretend to know, 
1 am not going to prophesy what is 
going to be the result of all those 
calling for elections, and all those 


‘saying ‘no way.’ | am not going to 


prophesy. But [| have purposely 
sought to use tonight to give you an 
insight into the whole matter, so that 
when you hear discussions in the 
future you can say ‘Look, | heard it 
from the horse's mouth, and this is 
what the horse said.’ 

“And, my dear frends, it is a 
problem that we are faced with and |} 
do not know how it is going to be 
resolved. But you are all Jamaicans, 
everyone of you, without exception. 
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You are today a part and parcel of 
the Jamaican nation: 


“My view is: set ourselves to 
perform a task and do it. We can 
console ourselves that we are en- 
gaged in constructive activities while 
squabbling goes on all around us. 
Never let us lose our sense of pro- 
portion in the midst of all this upstir. 
Heaven knows, Jamaica is like a 
boiling pot at the present time. It is 
inescapable because the economic 
pressures are terrific; they are hard, 
everybody is feeling the pinch, ex- 
cept the very rich people in the 
country; and we cannot forget our 
great responsibility to our fellow 
countrymen. 


“Never let us lose our sense of 
proportion in the midst of all this 
upstir. Let your society continue to 
walk the road of constructive activ- 
ity, though the heavens fall. Let your 
organisation continue to build the 
spirit of unity and great friendship 
hetween youselves, and between 
yourselves and your Jamaican coun- 
terparts. ! 


Let your Society be in the spirit of 
making you feel that you belong, 
because you do belong to Jamaica 
and you are part and parcel of the 
Jamaican society, May your organisa- 
tion continue to grow and prosper 
and carry out the task you set your- 
selves. 
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PNP BLAMES GOVERNMENT, NOT PUBLIC GROUPS, FOR HIGH PRICES 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 23 


[Text] The People's National Party has issued a statement deploring what it 
calls "the barefaced attempt" of the Government to "lay the blame for price 
increases at the feet of business people, traders and professionals." 


PNP spokesman on Industry, Commerce and Foreign Trade, Mr. Alfred Rattray, 
said that "The Shadow Cabinet of the PNP took note of the speech made at the 
National Labour Day service by the Hon. Hugh Shearer (Deputy Prime Minister) 
and regarded it as an aitempt to shift from the Seaga Government the blame for 
the rapid, frequent and steep escalation of prices now destroying the lives of 
our people...." 


"The PNP warned the Seaga Government that these policies would destroy the 
standard of living of our people and were a recipe for starvation and malnu- 
trition for more and more Jamaicans. Now that these fears have been realised, 
Government spokesman are seeking to shift the blame. 


"We call upon the Government to accept responsibility for these consequences 
of its deliberate acts and to move immediately to revert to administrative 
methods of controlling imports and prices instead of the method of massive 
taxation and currency devaluation which it is now employing with such catas- 
trophic effects on our people," the release said. 


At the Labour Day service the Deputy Prime Minister criticised business 
people, traders and professionals for increasing their prices and fees "beyond 
justification" and with "shameful regularity" in many cases. 


The PNP also warned the Government not to “abandon the bulk importation of 
commodities instituted by the last PNP Government which has had such benefi- 
cial effects in keeping down prices and in providing profits to subsidize 
items used by the poor." 


CSO: 3298/760 
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MANLEY LABOR DAY MESSAGE LAMENTS PLIGHT OF WORKERS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


President of the People’s National Par- 
ty and the National Workers Union, Mr. 
Michael Maniey, said it was sad to sec 
that the worth of the workers which 
inspired the founders of the political 
movement was being devalued by policies 
similar to those which led to the action of 
May, 1938. 

Mr. Manley, in his Labour Day (May 
23) Message, said answers were being 
sought to the perennial problems not 
through programmes which elevated the 


- morale and condition of the workers but 


through the creation of opportunities for 
exploitation. Jamaicans were being sold to 
some foreign investors as not only excel- 
lent and adaptable “but more importantly 
as competitively cheap.” 

This promotion of cheapness of the 
Jamaican worker was an echo of the 
reverberations that rumblicd in pre-1938 
Jamaica, Mr. Manley said. 

He went on, “It is ironic that JLP 
Icaders in St. Ann will be implementing 
voluntary self-help projects in the parish 
when it is recalled how the leadership of 
that Party laughed and sneered at our 

overnment’s annual “Put work into La- 
bene Day” programme. between 1972 and 


3298/761 


109 


1980.” 

He asked what had happened to the 
promise to “ensure that reai wages of 
workers do not decline? Where are the 
incentives of bonus schemes for the 
achievement of targeted production and 
performance levels? Where is the im- 

rovement of the existing Labour Legis- 
lation?” 


According to the Union President, 
there was an alarming situation where 
workers were labouring in “sweat shops” 
crowded with more machines and people 
than they were designed to accommodate 
to meet ever-increasing and unrealistic 
production targets. He questioned wheth- 
er Labour Day was the last such that 
thousands of workers would celebrate in 
employment, not knowing if the tenmi- 
nation axe would fall on them. 

Mr. Manley gave an assurance that his 
party remained committed to improvi 
the welfare of all the people and woul 
continue to work for the promotion of a 
betrer and harmonious working 
relationship between management and 
workers so that “we can together work 
for greater production for Jamaica.” 








1985 


JAMAICA 











JPRS-LAM-85~060 
12 July 1985 


JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT IMPORT, EXPORT POLICIES ARE FOCUS OF CONCERN 


Stone Criticism 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 May 85 p 3 


[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Text ] 


AFTER MUCH TALK and 


‘modest action on the subject of 


deregulating imports the Sea 
overnment has now taken the 

Id step of opening up the 
Jamaican economy to outside 
competition via imports in most 
areas where there ts some local 
production accustomed to pro- 
tection and protected markets. 

In spite of the higher duties im- 
posed on imports over and above the 
duties on local products, the man- 
ufacturers and the farmers are shout- 
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government to move swiftly on im- 
port deregulation. 


The rationale 


The rationale for these moves is 
that if our farmers and manufactur- 
ers are to. make it into exports they 
have to learn to deal with competi- 
tion..Import competition is supposed 
to make them more price and cost 
efficient and to sha them for the 
bigger arena of third-country mar- 
kets. The consumers will get the 
gains from lower and more compet- 
itive prices and the economy will 
benefit by ewes 3 ucers to shift 
to areas of production where they | 
can compete and abandon the areas 
where they arc not price competitive. 

While completely endorsing the 
policy emphasis on export expansion 
this: column has never accepted the 
Seaga policy approach which seems 
to me to be promoting exports at the 
price. of dismantling local produc- 
tion 


‘ In Japan, South Korea, Taiwan 
Brazil, Mexico and many successful 
ird World export-oriented econ- 
omies, ways have been found to 
promote export expansion via inceh- 
tives and while continuing to 
offer sufficient protection for local 
products to prevent their collapse in 
the face of foreign competition. | 
Like the farmers and the man- 
ufacturers this column has insisted 
that the widespread opening up of 
our economy to imports while all 
kinds of constraints continue to in- 

















* 


——— 





hibit our easy entry to their markets ° 


like the U.S. (in spite of CBI) is an 
exctcise towards national economic 
disaster. | 

‘We already had a taste of the 
likely short run consequences when 
in 1982 food imports dislocated local 
agriculture. 

It has also been my position that 
we have to = on two * by 
trying to expand exports while at- 
tempting to reduce our high level of 
import dependence. The IMF-AID- 
World Bank policy framework being 
promoted by the Seaga administra- 


_ tion mis‘akenly sees import substitu- 


tion as being in conflict with export 


‘promotion efforts when in fact this 
_ economy needs both by developing 


policies that make both goals compa- 


_tible. 


The issue all comes back to who 
is paying the piper and calling the 
tunes. Put very bluntly, ning up 
our economy to a flood of imported 
goods is the price you pay for finan- 
cial dependence on institutions who 
are far more concerned with expand- 
ing the global market for U.S. ex- 
ports than with helping genuine na- 
tional development in countries like 
Jamaica. 

What must be vigorously chal- 
lenged is the lic being told the ene 
can people that there are no alterna- 
tives to these self-defeating policies 
and that there is no other way to 
promote export expansion and in- 
creased hard currency earnings. 

Clearly, in the face of the coun- 
try’s acute shortage of foreign ex- 
change, some significant reduction 

to occur in the number of enter- 
prises that use up a lot of foreign 
exchange in production but earn 
none or very little. Some closures 
among these business enterprises at 
this time of severe foreign exchange 
problems is clearly unavoidable. The 
blem is that the IMF-AID-World 
nk policy approach indiscriminate- 
ly shifts resources away from local 
production to expors without pro- 
viding any policy means of encourag- 
ing local production in strategic areas 
so as to reduce import dependency 
and enhance our economic self-suffi- 
ciency. | 

Instead of making that choice on 
the basis of what areas of local 
production are more essential than 
others (i.e by planning), what is being 
- is to use the market —— 
of import competition to determine 
who 9 what will survive and which 
enterprises will die. 
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Negative impact 

To be sure, there is a level of 
consistency to the government's poli- 
cies that cannot be’ denied. The 
forces of supply and demand have 
been used to fix the exchange rate. 
The big devaluations and the high 
price of credit and capital have been 
used to ensure, via market forces, 
that only the most efficient users of 
foreign exchange and capital will 
survive. Import competition will like- 
wise wipe out the more cost ineffi- 
cient firms. The problem is that these 
market forces favour big corporate 
enterprises with easy access to re- 
sources by which to adjust to the 
market pressures, but discriminate 
against most small enterprises which 
employ most of the labour in the 
country and include sectors of great 
strategic value for the country’s de- 
velopment. 

¢ earlier moves to open up the 
economy to increased consumer im- 
ports in 1981-82 had a predictable 
negative impact on farmers and man- 
ufacturers. The scale on which this 
deregulation is now being put in 
motion suggests that by end of year 
many farmers and manufacturers are 
either going to go into buying and 
selling to survive or will have to 
close their businesses. 

When normally cautious and 
moderate commentators like Vin 
Lumsden _ to project this import 
ery as t gery te to wipe out 
arge sections of local agriculture and 
when. most manufacturers are saying 
the same thing about their prospects 
of survival, it is clearly necessary for 
the country to begin to examine the 
rationale By these policies and de- 
mand answers from Mr. Seaga about 
their likely effects. 


What I fear 


Does it really make any ‘sense to 
encourage the satisfaction of con- 
sumer needs from imported products 
in a country that is burdened with 
hugh debts and has a chronic short- 
age of foreign exchange? Will we not 
be merely borrowing on an even 
more massive scale to finance these 
imports in the econofny? Once we 
open up the economy in this fashion 
will it not wipe out any policies 
designed to create local self-suffi- 
ciency in fobd and other areas of 
roduction? Will we not be seeing a 
aus version of the earlier battles 


between merchants, on the one hand 


and farmers and manufacturers, on 
the other, in which the merchants are 
going to win everytime? 
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Clarke are right about inadequaic 
rotection for local producers and 
Mir. Seaga is wrong, this import 
policy mht well be the first step 
towards pushing our economy back- 
wards to where it was before World 
War two. 
What J fear is that tnere will be 
no monitoring of the effects of the 
policy to minimise or remove adverse 
effects on the productive sector and 
once implemented the policy is not 
likely to be reversed until we have a 
_ change of government. - | 


Threat to Sugar 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 26 May 85 p 1 


[Text] The President of the Jamaica Exporters’ Association, Mr. Claude Clarke 
has warned that Jamaica stands to lose millions of dollars in export sales be- 
cause of a newly announced 50% increase in the price of sugar to exporters of 
processed foods. 


Previously, Mr. Clarke said in a statement issued on Friday, that manufactur- 
ers of processed foods for export, had purchased sugar at a cost of 52¢ per 
pound. The newly announced prices is 78¢ per pound. 


Mr. Clarke expressed the view that the increase would adversely affect recent 
breakthroughs which processed food exporters had made in important hard cur- 
rency markets. He noted that the price of sugar had been declining on the 
world market at the same time that the price to local exporters had been in- 
creased. This, he said, would make it difficult for exporters of processed 
foods which used sugar to compete in the export arena. 


"Unfortunate' 


He noted that the food processing industry was presently holding orders which 
had been secured on the basis of the price of sugar before the increase was 
announced. Many of these orders may now be lost, he said, as export prices 
would have to be adjusted in order to accommodate the new increases in the 
price of sugar. 


In his statement, Mr. Clarke said that he questioned the wisdom of imposing a 
levy which would inevitably reduce the competitiveness of exports, thus reduc- 
ing the country's export earnings. 


"How can it possibly benefit the country to impair the chances for development 
of the industry that has the greatest potential for net foreign exchange earn- 
ings?" he asked. 


Mr. Clarke noted that the food processing industry had made great strides in 
the development of export markets in recent times. Presently, he said, 
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Jamaica had new opportunities for exporting processed foods to the United 
Kingdom, Singapore, and even the People's Republic of China. 


"It would be very unfortunate if highly inappropriate tax measures caused the 
demise of these efforts," he observed. 
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HONG KONG GARMENT FIRMS TO EXPAND LOCAL EXPORT OPERATIONS 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1728 GMT 6 Jun 85 


[Text] Jamaica, June 6, CANA--Four Hong Kong-based companies with garment 
manufacturing operations at Jamaica's Kingston free zone are to expand their 
export plants here under a J58 million dollar (one JCA dollar; 18 cents U.S.) 
package, Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade Minister Hugh Shearer announced in 
Hong Kong. 


According to the GLEANER newspaper, Shearer, who is now on a visit to the 
British Far Eastern colony, said the programme required the building of an 
additional 200,000 square feet of factory space at the free zone and a fur- 
ther 100,000 square feet in rural areas. 


The companies involved are East Ocean Textiles, Afasia, Magma and Baguatta, 
and their spending will be in machinery, plant technology, training and 
marketing. 


It was not clear if the J58 million dollars would also include the cost of the 
factories, which are usually constructed either by the free zone or the 
Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation (JIDC) and rented. 


Shearer said the planned expansion by the companies, which have been operating 
here over the past few years, was evidence of their satisfaction with Jamaica 
as a business partner and as an ideal location. 


Jamaica, whose currency devaluations have made wages here the lowest in the 
region, has been promoting itself as the garment manufacturing centre for the 
future, stressing its easy access to the U.S. market under the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) and to the European Community (EEC) countries under the Lome 
Agreement. 


Apart from low wages, Jamaica has been enticing investment with lucrative 
incentives and easy repatriation of profits, especially for those companies 
operating under the free zone umbrella. 


The island has been able to attract some Hong Kong companies and is seeking to 
woo more, especially those still nervous about the colony's future when sover- 
eignty is handed back to Communist China with the expiry of the British lease 
on the territory near the end of the century. 
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Shearer said the expansion by the four companies will mean the creation of 
8,150 jogs. The export end of the garment sector here currently employs 


around 9,000 people. 


Most of the production is under an American scheme where components of the 
garments are brought here from America for assembly and re-export. Duty is 
paid in the U.S. only on the foreign content, essentially cheap labour. 


This system is attractive to many Far Eastern garment manufacturers whose 
countries have reached their own export quotas to the U.S. and are looking for 
new bases in countries such as Jamaica. 


Shearer, in a speech in Hong Kong Tuesday, told businessmen there that Jamaica 
had an attractive political and economic environment which encouraged trade 
and investment. Jamaica, he said, would welcome proposals from other Hong 
Kong companies interested in manufacturing for export to North American and 
Europe. 
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REPORT SHOWS PRODUCTION OF MOST CROPS CLIMBED in 1984 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 May 85 p 1 


[Text] 


' Agriculture has responded posi- 
tively to the Government's policy of 


‘structural adjustment, aimed at di- 
‘versifying exports, according to the 
-Production Statistics 1984, tabled in 


Parliament last Thursday. 

It-is observed that the produc- 
tion of most crops improved in 
1984. “This was especially the case 


in the production of vegetables, 


with crops such as tomatoes, cauli- 
flower and pepper recording sub- 


_stantial increases.” 


The document said that produc- 


-tion of some traditional export 


crops such as sugar cane, cocoa and 
coffee showed moderate im- 
provements; “however, banana and 
citrus experienced declines in pro- 
duction.” 

It added that the performance of 
- the manufacturing sector was not as 
strong, as difficulties in obtaining 
credit and the deterioration of the 
value of the Jamaican dollar created 
pressures on the sector. 

_ “Increased costs of most prod- 
ucts in the food and drink sub- 
group led to a decline in consumer 
demand for some products such as 
poultry meat and condensed milk. 
Sugar, molasses, aerated water, beer 
and stout all experienced declines in 
1984.” 

But the document notes that not 
-all products experienced negative 
growth as flour and cornmeal re- 
corded substantial increases. “Pro- 
ducts geared for the export market, 
such as wearing apparel also showed 
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marked expansion. Activities in the 
mining sector, although not as 
strong aS in previous years, im- 
proved over 1983 with only alumina 
experiencing a decline,” the docu- 
ment states. 

The document says: “In the past 
the role of agriculture in generating 
economic growth was not fully 
realised with the result that there 
was a decline in production espe- 
cially of the traditional export 
crops,” 

Then it continues, “With the 
decline in the earnings of the baux- 
ite-aismina sector, agriculture is 
now being seen as one of those 
sectors capable of generating eco- 
nomic growth given its capacity to 
provide high net foreign exchange 


yearnings and high labour employ- 


-ment at a low per capita cost.” 
Noting the launching of Agro-21 
in 1983 with emphasis on non-tradi- 
tional export crops geared for the 
winter season on the North Ameri- 
can continent and using advanced 
technology, the Review concludes 


that the i of this programme 
has resulted in improved levels of 
production in 1984. 


“Increases in farm gate prices and 
easier access to credit have also 
influenced growth in this sector,” 
the Production Statistics 1984 
states. 

Sugar cane production grew by 
4.4 per cent, a switch from the past 
three years; plantain grew by 21.8 
per cent, the highest production in 
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15 years; coffee grew by 11.5 per 
cent, continuing a three-year growth 
path; cocoa moved by 22.2 per cent; 
pimento by 16.3 per cent; and gin- 
ger grew by 37.2 per cent. 

Bananas declined by 37 per cent 
to its lowest level of production. in 
15 years. Sweet oranges dropped by 
10.7 per. cent and grapefruit slid by 
22.4 per cent. 

But it was in the category of 
vegetables-legumes and pulses that 


‘the most outstanding performances 


came. Water melons increased by 
$8.1 per cent, beet root by 49.5 per 
cent, tomatoes by 54.2 per cent, 
cauliflower by 79.5 per cent and 


pepper by 85.1 per cent. 


Production of peas and beans 
increased by 14.1 per cent, the 
highest level since 1968. Pumpkins 
also outdid hag the past 17 
years, improving by 20% per cent. 
There were moderate increases for 
com, carrots, cabbage, turnips and 
cucumber. Peanuts, ce and cel- 
ery, however, bit the dust. 

Sweet potatoes and Irish pota- 
toes increased by 49 and 61.9 per 
cent respectively while yams moved 

by 14.1 per cent. After five years 
slipping down the hill, tanias, co- 
coes and dasheen increased by 24.2 
per cent. Onions did remarkably 
well with an imcrease of 107.5 per 
cent and cassava improved by 15.4 
per cent. Rice production continued 
to move up to the 1977 peak pro- 
duction growing by58.4 per cent 
last year over 1983. 
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GOVERNMENT HYPOCRISY CHARGED IN ANTI-DRUG EFFORT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 May 85 p 8 


[Article by Morris Cargill] 


[Excerpt ] 


As might be expected, 
the P.N.P. is excusing its 
recent ‘protest’ at Cross 
Roads and New Kingston 
with. its usual double-talk. 
It could hardly have been 
an accident that various 
incidents and quite a bit of 
destruction to property, oc- 
curred at the Wyndham 
Hotel where some 150 trav- 
el agents were expected, 
and that the foreign press 
would be covering. 

_ These ‘protests’ are nothing 


more than irresponsible mischief. 
making. If a Party can be so 
irresponsible and silly in its ‘pro- 
tests’, one shudders to think 
what sor of government it 
would give us were it ever to 


come back to power. 


There is reason to believe that the 
P.N.P., no doubt aided by its Com- 
munist allies, will be continuing to 
mount which by a strange 
senes of co-incidences, will have the 
efféct of harming the tourist trade, 
that most delicate of all our foreign 
exchange earners. 

Mr. Michael Manley has said thar 
protests of this kind do no harm to 
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Jamaica's economy. As Mr. Manley 
ts (I'm glad to say) now recovering 
from a senous operation, | will make 
ne comment on this occasion. 


The P.N_P. is not the only set of 
politicians to talk out of both sides 
of its mouth, though undoubtedly its 
members and its leaders may be 
considered the Jamascan champrons. 


Great war 
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mashing up the ganja business, even 
if we are not. 


Nothing new 


But h risy is nothing if it is 
not well poner The ~ 4 of the 
government over the enforcement of 
imcome tax against the barons, and 
the so-called drastic action against 
the Air Jamaica shi of ganja 
— fool a = Be f the 

S. government; but it does tend to 
mislead our own citizens. Politicians 
are, as a class, masters of hypocrisy, 
and we have every nght to expect 


ours to with a good deal 
more su than they are at pre- 
sent doing. It’s all very well to try to 


fool the USA; but when the govern- 
ment tries 1 ~y to fool us, all 
Is 


Maybe I’m wrong. Maybe the 
ae oy a is trying oo wt aang 
wrec e ness. In 
which eat pr po is that with 
the PNP trying to wreck the tourism 
industry, and LP trying to wreck 
ganja exports, we ve all got ourselves 
into as nice a jam as can be imag- 


Better just plain, unvarnished hy- 
pocrisy than the pious, holy-rolling, 
psalm-singing blend that we are now 
getting from all sides. 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE PLANS SEVEN SPECIAL PROGRAMS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 18 


[Text ] 


EVEN SPECIAL PRO- 

GRAMMES TO BE UNDER- 
TAKEN BY THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE have been allo- 
cated a total of $5.7 million in the 
1985-86 Budget which is now be- 
fore the House of Representatives, 
according to releases from JAM- 
PRESS. 


Details about them and other pro- 
grammes under the Capital Budget, will 
be outlined to the House and the Nation 
by the Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Dr. 
Percival Broderick, when he makes his 
contrubution fo the Budget Debate of 
Wednesday, June 12. , 


The programmes are: | 

@ Soil Conservation which will be carried 
out on Government-owned. lands and special 
areas throughout the Island, to reduce soil 
loss and increase productivity — $800,000. 

@ Forest Development which involves the 
continuation of a long-term programme of 


forest planations to satisfy the nation’s future. 


demands for timber and other wood products 
— $800,000. 


@ Development of Offshore Fishing for 
which $500,000 has been provided. This 
programme provides for improving the facili- 
ties on the beaches including Morant and 
Pedro Cays. It also provides subsidy on out- 
board motor fuel and mesh wires, computeri- 
zation of the fishermen’s credit scheme and 
the training of fishermen. 
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@ Improvement to public gardens and zoo 
— $200,000. 

@ Agricultural Mechanical Services — 
$200,000. 


Three hundred and seventy five thousand 
dollars has been allocated to the Agricultural 
Development Corporation for developing the 


-seedstock of sheep and goat for the expansion 


of mutton, cheese and milk at Hounslow, St. 
Elizabeth; while $106,000 has been granted 


for livestock improvement and $600,000 for 
crop care. 


@ RESEARCH PROJECTS 


The Jamaica Agricultural Research Project to 
complete the physical facilities for conducting 
research in livestock, crops and plant protec- 
tion has been allocated $2 million in the 
Budget. 


The project includes the building of a complex 
at Montpelier in St. James and the expansion of the 
Bodles Agricultural Station in St. Catherine. 


It is part of a $16.7 million programme financed 
jointly by the Government of Jamaica and the 
United States Agency for International Devel- 
opment is expected to be completed during the 
current financial year. 


A sum of $800,000 has also been provided for 
the Ministry’s Water Resources Development Pro- 
gramme. 


| The Rural Development Progamme being car- 
ried out by the Ministry of Agriculture has been 
allocated $1.2 million. 


A sum of $800,000 goes to the development of 
land settlers to facilitate the allotment of proprties 
to small farmers. Four hundred thousand dollars 
has been provided to continue the programme of 
employing trainee field assistants on a temporary 
basis in order to provide support to field assistants 
and extension officers within the land settlements. 


A total of $20.8 million has been allocated 


for rural development in the Budget of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning. 
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BRIEFS 


RELATIONS WITH URUGUAY--Jamaica and Uruguay have established diplomatic 
relations. Following cunsultations between the two countries there was an 
exchange of Notes between Mr. Pedro Vidal Salaberry, special envoy of the 
Government of Uruguay, and Mr. Lloyd M.H. Barnett, permanent representative of 
Jamaica to the United Nations. "Both countries re-emphasised their adherence 
to the principles of the charters of the United Nations and of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, and agreed to the establishment of resident or non- 
resident missions when the circumstances allow," an official release said. 
[Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 25 May 85 p 3] 


SPENDING TO FIGHT CRIME--MINISTER OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND JUSTICE, the Hon. 
Winston Spaulding, says there is an increasing demand on the security forces 
to combat crime and they must be given more resources to deal with the mount- 
ing problems. He said society would have to make economic adjustments to 
ensure that the security forces were provided with finance for the necessary 
equipment and facilities to fight crime. This would have to be done in spite 
of the economic difficulties facing the nation. There might be some who would 
question capital expenditure for the security forces, “but if the ganja barons 
and cocaine kings, who believe everybody has a price, and the gunmen who think 
their combined strength can make segments of society bow," and rapists and 
thieves were to be fought, the security forces had to be equipped. (In the 
Estimates of Expenditure tabled in the House of Representatives on May 16 by 
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Planning, Hon. Edward Seaga, the 
Ministry of National Security and Justice got the third highest allocation-~- 
$377.2 million, with $357.1 million for recurrent expenditures and $20.1 mil- 
lion for capital expenditure.) [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 24 May 85 p 1] 


OCHO RLOS DEVELOPMENT--Residents in Ocho Rios and its surrounding environs are 
to benefit from extensive development and the upgrading of facilities in that 
resort town by Government, "to further improve the quality of life there and 
make the area a highly developed and more sought-after tourist destination." 
These projects include the construction of a second cruise-ship pier, comple- 
tion of several housing developments and the upgrading of water supplies and 
the sewerage scheme in the area. This was announced by Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga while delivering the main address at a Labour Day function hosted by the 
recently formed St. Ann/St. Mary Tourism Protection Committee at the Turtle 
Beach Playing Field yesterday evening. The Prime Minister also disclosed that 
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the new legislation to protect visitors to the island has now been approved by 
Parliament and should be ready for implementation within the next three 
months. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 May 85 p 3] 


NEW JOBS--KINGSTON, May 3 (JAMPRESS)--Some 848 new jobs will be created from 
13 projects approved for incentives at the 36th sitting of the Joint Minister- 
iai Commission chaired by Prime Minister Edward Seaga at Jamaica House on 
Thursday. The 13 projects will generate over US$3.7 million in foreign ex- 
change. In addition, seven projects were given foreign investment approval 
through the Bank of Jamaica, by the Committee. Of the 13 projects approved 
for incentives, three were approved under the Hotel Incentives Act 1968 which 
will provide the tourism industry with 88 additional rooms. Three were 
granted incentives under the Export Industry Encouragement Act of which two 
were 807 garment manufacturing concerns and the third a furniture manufactur- 
ing enterprise. Others for which waiver of duties and other incentives in- 
cluding moratoria were granted include a rice growing project, a Data Entry 
project and four agro-related enterprises. In keeping with Government's 
policy for diversification, the projects are spread across the island and 
parishes to benefit from their implementation are, Portland, St. Elizabeth, 
St. James, Trelawny, St. Catherine, Clarendon, Westmoreland and Kingston. 
Employment is projected to rise to 1,173 from these 13 projects by year three. 
Some 33,200 square feet of factory space will be utilised for manufacturing 
while 96 acres of land will be used in the agricultural projects. Incentives 
are granted by the Committee for the potential contribution to employment and 
the generation of additional foreign exchange as well as savings to the coun- 
try. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 May 85 p 3] 


FACTORY FIRE--FIRE SUSPECTED TO BE THE WORK of arsonists yesterday morning 
destroyed the Butterkist Biscuit Factory located at 2 Valentine Drive, King- 
ston 8, resulting in damage estimated at $40 million. One hundred persons 
have been put out of work in what was one of the most damaging fires in 
Jamaica's hitory. A Fire Brigade spokesman told the Gleaner that damage to 
the building, equipment and stock was estimated to be about $40 million. Much 
modern, expensive machinery was destroyed in the blaze, he said. Manager of 
Butterkist Limited, Mr. Owen Munroe, said that none of the factory's equipment 
was saved from the fire. Mr. Munroe said he believed the fire was the work of 
arsonists. Firemen were of the same belief and they and police were yesterday 
digging among the rubble of the factory to unearth clues to the origin of the 
blaze. Guards with dogs were on duty at the factory when the fire broke out 
and investigators are wondering how the blaze was not discovered in its early 
Stages. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 May 85 p 1] 


CONVERSION TO COAL--Officials in Jamaica say a Japanese firm has been awarded 
the $34 million contract to convert the state-owned cement company to coal. 
The total project will cost about $90 million and is scheduled for completion 
in 1987. Construction will begin this month and will employ some 350 people. 
[Text] [FLO61918 Bonaire Trans World Radio in English 1130 GMT 6 Jun 85] 
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MEXICO 


NEW INTERPOL CHIEF DISCUSSES MORAL, PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Apr 85 pp 5-A, 19-A 


[Text] "I believe in God, in respect toward humans and in loyalty. I am 
institutional, and throughout my life experience has taught me that it is 
best to work properly, even though one does not succeed in owning material 
wealth. I was at a seminary in my native Colima from the age of 14 to 17. 
Later, because I was honest with myself, I chose to hang up my habit and 
become a bullfighter." 


With unhurried speech and a fixed, penetrating look, grimly frowning, with 
his brow knit, Florentino Ventura Gutierrez occasionally tried to smile, in 
order to lend his harsh appearance a kindly aspect, while he talked to 
EXCELSIOR a mere 10 hours after having been appointed for the second time 
director of the International Police (INTERPOL)-Mexico Division. 


His mind may have been wandering in space while he evoked his past and his 
views to answer the questions asked of him. The loud ringing of the tele- 
phone constantly interrupted the conversation. Then he would hang up the 
receiver, and think a little before taking the conversation in the direction 
that he wanted, in a tone of voice meant to be cordial. 


He remarked: "As a bullfighter, I could never wear an embroidered outfit, 
because I had no money to purchase it, and I had to be content at that time 
with going from one hamlet and one town to another, like scores of others 
seeking fame, as I was, in order to earn a few centavos. Those were hard 
times, but I can swear that the situation did not scare me, because of the 
training that I had had previously in the seminary, where the soldiers of 
God were trained." 


During the past 6 years, in his capacity as first commander and director of 
INTERPOL, Florentino Ventura was in charge of the investigation of Eugenio 
Mendez Docurro, former secretary of communications, and of Felix Barra, 
former head of agrarian reform, whom he eventually brought to jail. 


He was also in charge of the cases of Alfredo Rios Camarena, former director 
of the Bahia de Banderas tourist complex; Fausto Cantu Pena, of the Mexican 
Coffee Institute; and Leopoldo Ramirez Limon, of the National Pawnshop. 











The now newly appointed director of INTERPOL, Mexico section, was the one who 
hunted around the world for the former chief of the capital police, Arturo 
Durazo Moreno; an investigation which ended about 8 months ago with the 
latter's capture in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Previously, Florentino was also responsible for the investigation that made 
it possible to discover a series of irregularities committed by the former 
director of Mexican Petroleum, Jorge Diaz Serrano, who is currently incarcerat- 
ed in the southern prison of Mexico City. 


Ventura attempted to avoid this type of recollection, evading responses to 
the questions, and discussed the topic on which he wanted to comment. 


"The situation was becoming worse, and one day I obtained a job as a radio 
telegrapher, holding it until, in early 1949, the Federal Security Directorate 
began to be formed under the command of Gen Marcelino Inurreta, who knew me. 
He invited me to join that agency, and I immediately accepted, because it 
seemed really interesting to me." 


"Why do people fear you so much?" 
"You see, those who act outside the law, and those who damage in one way or 


another the society in which they are living have fear. They are people who 
come to fear even their own shadow. They are not afraid of me; they are 


' afraid of what I represent, because they have violated good regulations. 


That is what they fear, not Florentino Ventura, a man who is merely a police- 
man, adhering to unbreakable principles, who does not allow himself to be 
bought for a few pesos, and who has not felt the shame of being pointed out 
as arbitrary or dishonest.” 


"Do you believe in the moralization of the country's police forces?" 


"Of course, of course I do. At the instruction of the attorney general of 
the republic, Dr Sergio Garcia Ramirez, a strict selection is being made of 


' the personnel who are joining, as well as a stringent supervision of those 


already belonging to the Federal Judicial Police. But, in my view, not only 
are the members being overseen and checked, but also there is a very effective 
means for keeping the personnel from falling into temptation. And that is 
higher pay, because their responsibility extends to the point of risking 

their lives." 


"Do you think that the Federal Judicial Police agents can avoid the temptation 
to go into collusion with the drug traffic, for thousands or millions of 
pesos?" 


"The fact is that the largest percentage of those of us who belong to the 
Federal Judicial Police have done so out of conviction; and even though there 
are some who have succumbed or who will succumb to that temptation, we must 
realize that it is not a considerable number. So, not all of us "are cut out 
of the same cioth,"” and as an example I can remind you that it was my group 
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which captured Sicilia Falcon, one of the leading members of the international 
drug traffic, despite the fact that there were offers of millions and millions 
of pesos for us to allow him to escape." 


Ventura was interrupted for a moment by another telephone call, and then he 
went on to say: 


"We even caught Sicilia when he had managed to escape through a tunnel in the 
old Black Palace of Lecumberri; and in this case there was even one official 
in collusion, who was also captured. Furthermore, among other things, at the 
end of the last 6-year period, we captured the ring of Colombians who had 
been moving drugs across the southern border to the northern part of the 
country with airplanes and super-modern equipment. And, in addition to two 
jets, we seized 140 kilograms of pure cocaine from them. There is the case 
of Pedro Aviles, the super-czar of drugs, who was arrested with 32 kilograms 
of heroin and 18 tons of marijuana, about 2 years ago. So, we could tell you 
about many cases wherein the Mafia's money did not manage to corrupt the 
police." 


The interview had an untimely end, after the internal telephone ("the network") 
sounded. Ventura excused himself, expressed thanks for the interview and 
left his office. 


2909 
CSO: 3248/336 
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MEXICO 


’ BRIEFS 


CHIAPAS CLERIC ON DRUGS--Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, 27 March--The auxiliary 
bishop of this town's diocese, Felipe Aguirre Franco, claimed that 60 percent 
of the land in this state suited for cultivation is used to grow marijuana; 
adding that the trafficking and consumption are serious, since they have been 
discovered in schools and jails primarily. He remarked that civil authorities 
are involved in drug growing and trafficking,headed by a well organized ring 

of traffickers who provide the seed, credit, fertilizer ani other input to 

the state's needy farmers, so that they may grow the grass along with other 
products and it will not be discovered by any authorities. Aguirre Franco 
noted that he had received complaints from inhabitants of settlements who claim 
that they cannot stop growing marijuana because they have been threatened with 
death; and hence it cannot be denied that they do so out of fear of being 
victims of the drug traffic Mafia. Concerning the authorities, the cleric said 
that they are doing nothing to resolve this anomaly; because they are apparent- 
ly in collusion with the Mafia members. The bishop commented that it would be 
feasible for Mexico to close its borders, so as not to allow the entry of 
promoters of this vice coming from Central and South America; and that for 

the past 8 years the problem has worsened in the state, with the growing and 
trafficking of narcotics. The priest observed that he had urged all the local 
farmers to unite and oppose the drug traffickers, and to refuse to continue 
growing marijuana on their properties. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 
28 Mar 85 'States' section pp 1, 4] 2909 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


MITCHELL EXAMINES REGIONAL POLITICAL, ECONOMIC SITUATION 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 3-5 Jun 85 


[Article by Prime Minister James Mitchell: "What Kind of Caribbean Do We 


Want?"] 
[3 Jun 85 p 2] 


[Text] NOT SINCE the Churchill-Roosevelt 


deal exchanging destroyers for land 
bases has there been any serious U.S. 
planning in the Caribbean. 

Once more security brings the U.S.- 
Caribbean relationship into focus; Pres- 
ident Reagan has announced the Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative (CBI). 

In 1940, the enemy was clearly dis- 
tinguishable and equally recognised to 
be such, both by the Caribbean and the 
United States. In 1982, however, al- 
though the U.S. may be single-minded 
in its position, the Caribbean with its 
political diversity cannot agree on a 
common enemy. ) 

The recent decades of separate inde- 
pendence, and all 





the opportunities 
missed at political 
union, have cre- 
ated the opportu- 
nity for multiple 
sovereignty and in 
turn the right of 
the various Carib- 


o See on * 
ious hope of fore 
ie co-citation, te 
this has been con- 
fined to securing trade 
preferences or jobs for 
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the boys in the interna- 
tional agencies. 


eign Ministers meeting. 


will issue a grand com- 
munique on a. common 











President Reagan’s 
Caribbean Basin Initia- 
tive must, therefore, first 
of all come to terms with 
the heterogeneous nature 
of the sovereign states in 
the region, and their 
conflicting priorities. 

Lest the underlyi 
intention of the Caribbe- 
an Basin Initiative be to 
maintain the status quo 
in the Caribbean, I 
would like to point out 
that the status quo in 
the Caribbean is one of 


poverty. 

To talk, therefore, of 
maintaining the status 
quo means to advocate 
reinforcing poverty. 

Policies of assistance 
to these islands must 
therefore guide change, 
or at least ae 
need for change. po- 
litical parties of the 
centre seeking orderly 
change are the natural 
allies of a self-confident 
America, and not those 
imposing so-called sta- 
bility on a starving pop- 
ulation. 

The low economic lev- 
el of the vast majority of 
.our ‘people remains 
basic problem. Massive 
financial assistance is es- 
sential. But merely 
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island that has an- 
nounced, and a 
nil population gro 
Unfortunately, the an- 
nouncement of such a 
target in many i 
— trigger a v , 
n projecting the qual- 
ity of life desired in the 
Caribbean, we must have 
the cou to ask the 
question: Just how many 
people can these islands 
accommodate? Will St 


‘Vincent with a per capi- 
ta income of P50. for 


115,000 people be able to 
cater for 230,000 by the 
pene How can we 
cope with a country in 
which 50 per cent of the 
population is under 18 
years and 30 per cent of 
the babies are 
by teenage rs who 
do not even own their 
own bedroom? 

‘The arguments about 

tion control have 

n voiced time and 
time again, but as long 
as the problem exists, 
policy planners will have 
to come back to it, and it 
is important that we, the 
policy makers, spell out 
the problem clearly. We 
a expect 9 
continually to pick up 
the bill for our indiffer- 
ence. 

Finite resources can- 
not satisfy infinite 
growth. Oil crisis, lesson 
~ r a = 

te rtages for 
food oy eager are 
waiting in the wings. 

And as elsewhere in 
the developing countries 
any development strate- 
oy for the Caribbean 

t excludes an ingre- 
dient of population con- 
trol will be doomed to 
failure. . 

Nor will seminars for 
the elite be enough. 
Birth control apprecia- 
tion has to be part of 
basic education that 
functions within the 
framework of enhanced 
economic opportunity. 

Wealthy Roman 

tholics the world over 
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Religious fanatics who 
oppose birth control sup- 
port the imposition. of 
states of e ncy and 
all the evils which come 
under that heading. 


covery will be slow. 


The tragedy of Jamai- 
ca today is the loss of 
talent in the last decade. 
The executives, and the 
plumbers whose children 
are now at school in Mi- 
ami, will ’ not return 


constitutional fa ic in 
which our i 
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[4 Jun 85 p 42] 


[Text ] 





ian of opportunity. And 
the financially eroded 
press barely exhibits a 
shadow of the truth. The 
minority government be- 
comes paranoid, and it 
becomes, for example, a 
legal offense (and here J 


tion to bring into hatred 
or contempt, or to excite 
disaffection against the 
‘government.” Further- 
more, persons are to be 
detained who are sus- 
pected of having an in- 
tention of being about to 
commit an offence. 

Foolish ‘ legislation, 
however ‘legal’, can be a 
prime cause of instabili- 
ty. Authoritarianism 
sponsored in this fashion 
prescribes economic 
chaos. Criticism is an 
essential nourishment 
for the healthy growth of 
a society. 

When laws prevent 
= we so > 
infertile territory of cal- 
lousness. 


Without safeguards, 
the Westminster system 


It is within this framework of authoritarian tenden- 
cies that one must be cautious in defining security 
needs. Experience of Guyana has taught that defence 
expenditure, like elsewhere in the Third World, is not 
directed at the external enemy, but at the citizens 
themselves, especially on election day. 

But however repressive a regime becomes in the 
preservation of its own power, it may be overthrown- 
-witness the Shah of Iran and the Emperor of 
Ethiopia. Likewise, an unworkable constitution can- 
not be assumed forever inviolate. Much of Africa has 
had to adapt to new constitutions to forge their 
developmental needs. 

France with its centuries of self reliance has found 
a new formula in our lifetime. Indeed, the French 
model of ensuring that the government represents 
more than 50 per cent of the electorate is — 
we should emulate. Nor should we fo chaos 
out of which the Fifth Republic was born. And we 
too should be allowed our appropriate constitutions 
in an attempt to bring sanity to our plural heritage. 

Nor will we ily secure the formula for 
stability with one thrust. Trinidad and pen Bs 4 
case in point. Not long ago, exhaustive co 
peotenel the republican formula, but the sudden 
profusion of oil wealth has created a new round of 





allows a minority to leg- 
islate themselves into an 
authoritarian —_ = 
fective icipation 
op of the 
lation can be 8i- 











elements in the society remained adrift in a sea of 
selfishness. Decentralization is construed to be a 
threat to rulers. A free vote of autonomy is unpatriot- 
ic. But self determination is an:| will be a continuing 
process and can only be said io be realized when 
people enjoy a constitution that fulfills their lives. 


The is put forward that autonomous terri- 
tories will fa to Cuba or the Mafia as they too 
small to manage themselves. But autonomists are not 
unmindful of the Cuban guns constantly hammering 
the hungry Eriterians. And those who di the 
Mafia are already victims. In St Vincent’s case more 
money is swindled through our offshore banks from 
U.S. accounts than our total annual budget! 

Private agony multiplies into a public posture and 
wil hels — foreign policy. The a, — 
w you your oppressor is us 
it is that internal frustration in Latin America breeds 
external support for the civil strife. 

The ingredients of that cocktail now exist in the 
Caribbean. Then the United States plunges in, not 
when democratic principles are first negated, but in 
we —— of the ee 2 1 

ve perished.For it is always the strategy 
extreme left to destroy the centre advocating reform 
so that oppression matures and international socialist 
solidarity can be upheld as the only avenue for 
“To is a del seedling in the 

mocracy a delicate young i 
Caribbean. Incipient authoritarianism g 





“Bee oe ae 
uyana e perverse 
elections. St Vincent has just rigid con- 


trol of the electoral process by the Executive, com- 


tion. Populations double in 20 years. 
In the face of all the conflicts emerging out of 


cycles, every piece of electrical equipment be 
impo the U.S. Indeed, the sooner we can 
streamline our industrial energy to U.S. standards, 
the better 
[5 Jun 85 p 58] 
[Text ] Not a si tourist ar- ism into other areas will 
rives in Caribbean come home to roost. 
— Eastern oa Some — artists and 
agriculture, writers from our area 
and tourism are linked to went to Cuba for Cari- 
North America and Eu- Aesta. ; 
rope. Sooner or later, all Had such a festival 
unproductive adventur- been held in New York, 
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the authorities would 
still be searching for 
those specialising in crit- 
—_ of U. iocle ent i 
very si amily in 
Caribbean has rela- 
tives in the U.S. or —. 
ada. For all 
influences how can 
not feel close to the US. 
a om Pane age 
cons ore 
by the United States in 
particular can destroy 
the influence of all these 
‘natural economic influ- 
ences. 

Tyranny, victimisa- 
tion, arbitrary use of of- 
ficial power, creating a 
terrible we situation 


in the islands, oo 
ad by the US. 


stare us in the Caribbean 
and Latin America a 
day. Let me repeat, 
advocates of change and 
reform are the natural 
allies of the U.S. 
It is within the frame- 
wok of guiding change 
t lie opportunities for 
profitable investment 
through careful planning. 
Development is about 
le. It t not to 
simply defined in 
terms of architecture, 
traffic jams and aus 
communiques. 
look at the castles 9 an 
island like Mustique, ris- 
ce = of the — 
velopment plans, 
them with the 
on the plates of the 
ns ed inhabitants 
nearby, I wonder what 
SC pital injection the 
p jection t 
returns us to the slave 
en ace 
there > hewn the sili 
instinct for fair oo 


the investor and those 
on whom effort is in- 
vested, as a fundamental 
objective in any planning 
criteria. ~ 





One real area where 
the developed countries 
of this hemisphere can 
help us is in field of 
education. Perhaps the 
greatest difference be- 
tween rich and r 
countries of the world is 
in the quality of educa- 
tion. And the quality of 
@ people’s education af- 
fects seriously the qual- 
ity of their lives. 

The higher fees for 
foreign students in the 

countries is the 


saddest inequity imposed 


— of stan- 
of mic excel- 


lence enshrines 


The » should be 
ovate a process 
searching at the local 
a not simply allo- 


g, 
‘i 
-E 


relevant argument 


te tr scholarships that 


“ie do, and those 
that do, have more influ- 
ence than be numbers 
suggest. in any 
event, if they join the 
migrant community 





their influence at home 
cannot be ignored. A 
education lasts a 
ifetime, or more, as par- 
ents influence their chil- 
drer., and investment in 
people is what devel- 
opment is all about. 
Investment in talent 
will in the long run yield 
better dividends than 
for the coast guard. 
battle for the mind 


— with the mind. 
resident Reagan has 


this aid be dispensed? 
Will existing institutions 
or will a new 
expensive bureaucracy be 
created? Will the self- 
fn tuating Conference 
try simply produce 
tions, more 
well nom for libraries, 
more long-winded radio 
announcements? 
Bilateral aid to the 
countries directly, using 
criteria clearly estab- 
lished with defined per- 
formance schedules and 
re-evaluation mech- 
anisms, will be the opti- 
mum way to address the 
problem of aid dispensa- 
tion. Care x be taken 


to identify the + 
pro. — those t 
TF en the lot of 


the poor. Very often, aid 
only reaches the rich in 
poor countries. 
Evaluation should 
continue th the 
life of the project and 
continuity should be 
ay in, irrespective of 
rnment in pow- 
ay Caribbean gov 
ovnmonte abandon 


po ata £ & oy 


at a cost of $130,000. 
followed the 
000 Tourism Devel- 
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ment Stra in May, 
1972 which recom- 
mended an_ airport. 
When the government 
changed, the project was 
ans help 
other project 
the of the island 


more. Similarly, the air- 
port built on the island 
of Canouan in 1974 has 
not yet been declared a 
port of entry for similar 
reasons. In the mean- 


ae with less social 
nefit and _ creating 
more burdens on the tax 
base get priority. 
President 


Reagar 


hopes to stimulate ‘more 


— ee S in 
region. P-ivate inves- 
tors will do well to be 
guided more by the expe- 
Tience of existing inves- 
tors in the country 


tat ‘Gia dain ihe 


government’s __perfor- 
mance, for e = 
how long does it take tc 

t project approval? Are 
Fetters to the prime min 
ister ? Is brib 
ery agro 


the United P States has 
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come to recognise th 
need for a new initiativ: 
in the Caribbean and ha: 


re-discovereu the i 


will be matched by the 
calibre of U.S. diplo- 


no substitute for —_ 
fy ™ 

"s irations 
and this could could well pre- 
oa Shae alee _— of 


I started this 
indicating how 
it is for the United 
States and the Caribbe- 
an to find a common 
definition of the enemy. 


President Reagan has 
identified the enemy as a 
foreign source. In my 
view, the enemies are 

within our gates: 


Rigged and unfair elec- 
tions, bribery, corrup- 
tion, poverty, over- 

tion, constitutions 
that cheat large sections 
of the people, incompe 
tence at the highest lev lev- 
el, and the despair of the 
half-educated. Those 
who help us_ destroy 
these enemies will be our 
friends. 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


UPM STATEMENT ON GOVERNMENT TAKEOVER ACTIONS 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 10 May 85 p 10 


[Text] The United Peoples Movement welcomes the Government's take over of 
the St. Vincent Electricity Services Ltd. and the estates collectively known 
as the Orange Hill Estate. 

4 
As most Vincentians are quite aware, the UPM had as long ago as 1979 advocated 
state ownership of both these enterprises for and on behalf of the people of 
this country and throughout the years we not only consistently maintained this 
position but actively struggled for their implementation. 


In the case of the Orange Hill Estate we are disappointed that the NDP Govern- 
ment refused to fully investigate the transaction that resulted in the Danes 
temporarily owning the estate with a view to discovering whether the Aliens 
Land Holding Regulation Ordinance was contravened. 


Equally, the UPM is of the view that a clear statement from Government is re- 
quired on the issues of severance pay for the estate workers, the financial 
terms of Government take over and the nature of the land reform programme to 
be carried out above the Dry River. The UPM will support a land reform pro- 
gramme that is democratically evolved, that meets with the just demands of the 
estate workers and that serves to increase and modernise agricultural produc- 
tion in the area. 


As regards VINLEC, we are surprised that the VINLEC workers and their capable 
trade union--National Workers Movement--were not officially informed before- 
hand of Government's take over. The Government must move swiftly to ensure 
that the NWM has representation on the Board of Directors of VINLEC and to 
allay the apprehensions by VINLEC workers that they will be worse off with 
full government ownership than they were the CDC. 


The UPM will continue to support action by the state to intervene in the 
economy particularly in areas where foreign ownership is unnecessary or harm- 
ful and where local businessmen are unwilling or unable to supplant foreign 
capital. Once there is capable and democratic management on the part of Gov- 
ernment, such action can only redound to the benefit of the local economy 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


PAPER CALLS FOR RESTORATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 10 May 85 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] _ .We would like to draw Government’s attention to what 


Minister James Mitchell when his New Democratic Party 

for the people’s at the last 
pectin oo any Me of the of mayors 
to head the Local Boards. 


maintenance of A will be safest 
and most meaningful if the Central Govermment has Local 
Government to support and disseminate its 
rinciples and the sentiments and needs of people 


. .We feel that the start of procedures to institute the re— 
establishment of Local Government organisations is due. 

this has already been done and we are behind 
the times in the plans for progress in the country. Hf this is 
wo the fact should be publicised. 


. .There is another area. in which we think that action by 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


COCONUT EXPORT BAN--The exportation of coconuts from this country to its 
buyers in the United Kingdom, Canada, Trinidad and other Caribbean destina- 
tions has stop temporarily. This was stated by Trade and Agriculture Minister 
Eddie Griffith when he spoke to The Vincentian earlier this week. Griffith 
said that the St. Vincent coconut industry makes cooking oil to meet the de- 
mand of local consumers and to satisfy Guyana to which country it has made a 
commitment. Recently there was a large export of whole coconuts to Canada, 
England and the Caribbean which made it impossible for the industry to meet 
the local consumption need and to supply Guyana. Because of this a temporary 
ban has been placed on the exportation of coconuts to any country. The Minis- 
ter was unable to say how long the ban will last. [Zan Lewis] [Text] [Kings- 
town THE VINCENTIAN in English 24 May 85 p 1] 
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